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PREFACE 


This book intends to continue the work of Angelo Raine in his 
edition of the York Corporation House Books, published in eight 
volumes by the Yorkshire Archaeological Society in its Record 
Series between 1939 and 1953. The text, transcribed here, begins in 
1588, where he left off, and continues until January 1591. I hope 
that this explains the somewhat abrupt beginning of the present 
text, and encourages the reader to consult the earlier volumes in the 
series for a better general impression of the significance of the 
House Books, and a broader perspective of the work of the municipal 
council of York in the Tudor period. 

Even a brief glance at the earlier volumes, which begin in 1474, 
will reveal how much circumstances had changed in the administra- 
tion of city affairs and life in general. In his introduction to the first 
volume Angelo Raine points out that the House Books were not 
exactly Minute books, but of the nature of memoranda books. The 
letters, transcripts of verses to be read on Henry VIII’s visit to the 
city, and memoranda entered in these early books very much justify 
this description. By 1588, however, the entries in House Book 30 
are much closer in presentation to the traditional minutes of any 
corporate body. Thus, the later books, although they are more 
comprehensive, do not include, for example, the examinations of 
individual parties to disputes, which we find in the earlier ones. In 
addition to the changing nature of the records, we have to take 
account of the great social change which took place in the period 
which they cover: the Reformation, with all its implications for 
York — the dropping of the Creed plays and other traditional 
ceremonies, the gradual dismantling of decorations in churches and 
hospitals — and the settling down of Corporation routine — a 
process partly encouraged by the important charter of Henry VIII, 
which fixed the organization of elections. 

A setting for the present transcript, is, I hope, provided by the 
introduction. I am particularly indebted to Anthony Fletcher, my 
supervisor at Sheffield University, and to Dr D. Palliser for their 
advice in its compilation. The criteria for deciding what had to be 
omitted for reasons of space are explained in my Notes on Editing. I 
am also very grateful to Rita Freedman at the York Muniment 
Room for her help and to Ann Rycraft for writing the description of 
House Book 30 published here. Finally I wish to thank the following 
people for their interest and encouragement: Marcelle and Leslie 
Jenkins, Mary Farmer, Ray Barrell, Trudi and Trevor Cameron, 
André Bourgeois and David Sutton. 


Vili PREEFACE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The House Book is published by permission of York District Council 


and the North Yorkshire County Record Office. The original MS is in the 
York City Archives, at present kept in York City Library. 


INTRODUCTION: The Corporation of York in the 
Elizabethan Period 


The organization of town corporations at the beginning of the 
sixteenth century varied greatly on account of both their diverse 
origins and their isolated development in the medieval period. By 
the Elizabethan period, despite attempts by the Tudor monarchy to 
standardize charters of incorporation, uniformity was by no means 
achieved.' Certain recurrent characteristics, however, can be per- 
ceived: conciliar government, influential craft guilds, a mayor and 
aldermen. 

The structure of municipal institutions in Elizabethan York was 
settled by a charter of 1517, granted by Henry VIII after disorders at 
elections. The charter, which redefined some of the functions of 
existing institutions, provided for the election of three groups of 
councillors: the Common Councillors, the “Twenty Four’, and the 
inner and most powerful group of the Mayor and Aldermen. 

It is the object of this introduction to describe the role and duties 
of these councillors and to explain the interrelationships of each 


group. 
The Common Councillors 


The most significant innovation of the charter of 1517 was the 
provision of a ‘Common Council’, which was to comprise ‘a con- 
venient number of the most sad and discreet persons’.* The Common 
Councillors were in fact representatives of the craft guilds of the 
city. A group of thirteen crafts each nominated four candidates to 
the Common Council, and another of fifteen crafts, two, from 
whom the Lord Mayor and Aldermen selected two and one Coun- 
cillor respectively for each craft.’ This system of selection applied 
also for the replacement of any member of the Common Council. 

The Common Councillors were appointed for life or until they 
were appointed to office in local government, but could be removed 
at the discretion of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs and Twenty 
Four. On 31 January 1578/9, the Corporation agreed: 

So many of the persons whiche are of the Common Counsell of this 

Citie, and the head serchars of the xiij and xv crafts, beyng the same 

Common Counsell as are growne in age or other cause, by discreccon of 

the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheryffs and others beyng of the Pryvay 

Counsell of this Citie shalbe clerely dischardged of the same Common 

Counsell and head searchips.* 


The Common Council was on the fringe of the government of the 
city, although it had a formal role to play in it, particularly in the 
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election of the members of the Corporation. As well as nominating 
men for their own group, they and the Head Searchers of the fifteen 
and thirteen crafts presented nominees for the offices of Sheriff, 
Alderman and Mayor, from whom the Mayor and Aldermen chose 
the officers. A group of Commoners also took part in elections for 
the office of Town Clerk.° 

The Common Council was also represented on committees 
chosen to audit the outgoing mayor’s accounts,° and was periodic- 
ally summoned by the Corporation to give its opinion on certain 
problems concerning the whole of the community. In 1589, for 
instance, a jury empanelled to investigate the damage caused by the 
encroachment of the Foss river included several members of the 
Common Council.’ Similarly when in March 1589/90, Sir Francis 
Walsingham requested that a reversion of the townclerkship of the 
city be granted to Valentine Castilion, ‘a gent of the Middle Temple’ 
and son of ‘one of the gromes of Her Majestes pryvie chamber’, the 
Common Councillors joined with the Mayor, Aldermen, Twenty 
Four and Sheriffs in refusing to accede to his request.* 

The Common Councillors, as representatives of the community, 
could attempt to safeguard its rights and bring problems to the 
attention of the governing body of the city. When Thomas Jackson 
was chosen candidate to the mayoralty in January 1589, the Com- 
mon Council requested that he ‘might ly within this cittie with the 
sword and mace” — access to the Mayor and control over the loca- 
tion of the insignia of his office were clearly important to contem- 
poraries. Again, in March 1589/90, the Corporation agreed, on the 
petition of the ‘solicitors for Commons’ to repairing the ‘staith’, or 
river bank, and making it higher.'° In the same month, they also 
complained that Henry Thornton, ‘a comon informer upon penall 
statutes’ caused considerable distress to the free citizens ‘by way of 
accion of debt’."' 

Clearly, the powers of the Common Council were limited. Indeed, 
it has been suggested that it ‘acted merely as an advisory body with 
little or no legislative power of its own’.'* While this is certainly an 
accurate description of the functions of the Common Council in the 
late Elizabethan period, Dr D. Palliser, in his thesis, has shown that 
there was in the 1560s and 1570s, a period during which it was better 
organized and had an official leader.'* The power of removal of the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Twenty Four and Sheriffs, however, must have 
effectively restricted its independence. 

A study of forty Common Councillors mentioned in this House 
Book during the years 1589 to 1591, shows that all but five had been 
Chamberlains (a minor civic office, held for one year), and that of 
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the forty, eleven were merchants and seven innkeepers. Although 
the sample is too small to draw any precise conclusion about the 
constitution of the Common Council, two facts emerge: firstly, 
some trades obviously did not nominate members of their own trade 
as representatives on the Common Council; and secondly, because 
of the high number of Chamberlains in the group, it is clear that the 
chasm between the Common Council and the rest of the Corpora- 
tion is not as marked as is sometimes suggested. In fact, several 
Commoners were to advance further in the civic hierarchy from 
their position on the Common Council and at least four of the group 
of forty eventually became Mayors of York. 


The Chamberlains'* 


In York, as in many large towns, notably London, Norwich and 
Exeter, there existed at the time a cursus honorum in the attainment 
of responsibility and dignity in local government. The office of 
Chamberlain could be described as the first step on the ladder. 

The Chamberlains were chosen annually by the Corporation on 
the fifteenth of January. Their number, which varied between four 
and twelve, seems to have been determined, to a certain extent at 
least, by the financial position of the city. For when a freeman was 
appointed Chamberlain, if he had not acted in the capacity of 
Muremaster and Bridgemaster, two minor civic offices, he had to 
pay a fine ‘of exoneration of office’: £6 13s. 4d., if had not acted in 
either capacity, and £4 if had filled one of the offices.'!* In January 
1558/9, the Corporation made this financial consideration quite 
clear when it decided: 

Consideryng ther is at this present but very lytle treasure in the common 

cofers of this Citie and that not onely this instant parliament but alsoo 

watres lykely to be this yere wilbe great chardges to this Citie, it is 
therfor devysed and aggreed by this worshipfull assemble that iij mor 

Chamberleyns shalbe chosen unto the tiij Chamberlayns that nowe are 

and to pay to the chamber use their exoneracons accustomed.'® 


Appointments of Chamberlains could constitute an important 
source of revenue. At the beginning of the mayoralty of James 
Birkby in 1588, all twelve Chamberlains had to pay their £6 13s. 4d. 
That the £80 were duly paid is confirmed by the Chamberlains’ 
accounts for 1588.'’ The importance of the appointment of Chamber- 
lains as a source of revenue is further emphasized by the fact that the 
office was officially abolished in the reign of Henry VIII because of 
its inefficiency.'® 
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The Chamberlains were concerned with the finance of the city: 
the receiving of rents, fines, duties and arrears due to the city, and, 
on the order of the Mayor, Aldermen and Twenty Four, the dis- 
bursing of any sum. The Chamberlains also enrolled the freemen of 
the city and received the ‘franchise money’ paid by each new 
freeman, in the presence of the Lord Mayor and several Aldermen. 


Several of the Chamberlains’ accounts have survived for the 
Elizabethan period: their value is immeasurable both because they 
shed light on the financial affairs of the Corporation and because 
they provide proof of the fulfilment of Corporation aims and policies. 
The accounts seem to have been kept very carefully, and even very 
small sums were entered on the rolls. Rents, which in the period 
1581 to 1600 averaged between £200 and £238" varied considerably 
in importance: in 1588, while waste ground in Bishiphill thelder 
ylelded 4d., Tang Hall and its closes produced £37 10s. 6d.*° Fran- 
chise payments amounted to substantial sums: in 1588, £45 3s. 4d. 
was received from this source. In the same year, the rents and fines 
of the two bridges of York amounted to £97 15s. Market tolls, 
presentments of cases of malpractice by the searchers of the occupa- 
tions, fines at the Sessions of the Peace and at the Wardmote Courts 
all were revenue for the city treasury. Although direct assessment 
was imposed as infrequently as possible, by the 1580s a Poor Rate 
and a Preacher’s Rate were levied regularly, and national taxes had 
to be paid in addition. Expenditure included the salaries of officials, 
presents to visiting dignitaries, casual help to the poor, rewards to 
minstrels, messengers and various ‘expenses necessarie’ which 
included such small items as candles. Large expenses, such as the 
payment of ship money to Hull, with which the Corporation was 
very much concerned in the later 1580s and 1590s could not, of 
course, be predicted and special additional rates had to be levied. 


It is tempting to suggest that by the Elizabethan period the 
Chamberlains had mostly ceremonial duties to perform, particularly 
since, in 1584 the salaried position of Receiver of the Rents and City 
Husband was created, ostensibly duplicating some of their duties.*' 
Furthermore, many of their duties were delegated. In 1588, for 
instance, Leonard Belt, the town clerk, was paid ‘for making the 
Chamberlains accounts’, and William Halley received twenty 
shillings ‘for keeping the Chamberlains accompte’.*” Yet some 
evidence for practical duties carried out by the Chamberlains can be 
found. In 1589, two Chamberlains were asked to investigate the 
state of the roof of St Cuthbert’s in Lathrope.” In the same year, 
they had to ‘go and seale and stamp’ citizens’ weights in the latter’s 
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houses.** Clearly there was some controversy about the role of the 
Chamberlains, for in the same year the Corporation agreed: 


Item it is agreed that the Chamberlaynes of this cittye shall take in 
chardge and cause faithfullye to be done all suche the cittyes workes as 
the Chamberlans heretofore haith bene chardged with all, and if in case 
anye of them do refuse then it is agreed that they shall be committed to 
ward for their contempte.*° 


This reluctance on the part of the Chamberlains to fulfil customary 
duties must have led to an increasing dependence on the ‘first’ or 
‘Lord Mayor’s’ Chamberlain, as well as on the experienced officers. 
Although there is little formal recognition of this position of first 
Chamberlain there is no doubt that it existed. Indeed, it caused 
considerable problems when the order of precedence of Chamberlains 
— so important to contemporaries — was established: 


Wheras the laste daye of Januarye in the xxvjtie yeare of the Queenes 
Majestes reigne that nowe is Cristofer Maltbye then beinge Lord Maior 
of this cittye, it was enacted and agreed by this courte that thoise which 
henceforthe should be chosen Chamberlaynes of this cittye should from 
hensforthe take their places and degrees as they should of antiquitye of 
their infranchesmente, provided that if the Chamberlayne which the 
Lord Maior for the tyme being should chose for this Chamberlayne and 
the first and chefest of the other Chamberlaynes should happen to be 
both of one occupacion then it should be at the will and libertye of the 
Lord Maior.. .*° 


This uneasy compromise was to continue for a long time, although 
the Corporation did ultimately recognize the need for professional 
help. 


The Sheriffs 


After the Chamberlainship, the next step on the ladder was the 
office of Sheriff. From this point in the civic hierarchy, attendance 
at Corporation meetings was recorded in the minutes. The Sheriffs 
were elected on 21 September when the Common Council put 
forward the names of four candidates, all of whom had or should 
have been Chamberlains. Of these, the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Sheriffs chose two. As with the Chamberlains, there was an order of 
precedence among the Sheriffs although it was not always easy to 
determine. In September 1585, the Corporation had to decide 
whether Roland Fawcett, tailor, or William Gibson, gentleman, 
should be named as ‘premier Sheriff’, and chose the former only 
after a secret ballot.*’ 
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By the Elizabethan period, the duties of the Sheriffs were princip- 
ally concerned with policing and finance. The Sheriffs had three 
courts: the ‘Turn’, held twice a year after Easter and at Michaelmas, 
to try minor criminal cases, the County Court, for minor civil cases 
and the Court of Common Pleas. They were advised by professional 
lawyers, and cases could be transferred to the Mayor’s court.** 

Complaints against the Sheriffs were heard by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Twenty Four. Thus in April 1588, 

Christofer Turner compleaned him aganst the Sheriffes of this cittye for 

stayinge one packe of woll which he sould to one Crowder within this 

cittye and the said Sheriffes do demaund toll for the same woll packe 
which Turner saith ought not to be paid by reason it was a free mans 
goodes.”” 


The Sheriffs were then asked to prove their case. The Sheriffs had 
power of arrest, and had their own prison. It was, however, more 
because of their financial activities that conflict arose between them 
and the citizens. The Sheriffs were not only responsible for the 
payment of the city’s fee farm, but also had to collect dues, customs 
and fines, some arising out of their legal work, and others, such as 
tolls on wool and other goods. 

The Sheriffs shared with the “Twenty Four’ many duties relating 
to general running of the city’s affairs, and, like the “Twenty Four’, 
were often asked to help meet certain debts incurred by the city, or, 
at least, asked to lend the city certain sums. In 1589, for instance, 
the Aldermen, Twenty Four and Sheriffs were asked to pay ‘all 
suche moneye as they are assessed for the releife of the poore in 
respecte that their is no money to paye the poore’.*® 

The annual Riding of the Sheriffs held on or about Martinmas, 
was an occasion for pomp and splendour. The Queen’s peace was 
proclaimed, and the city armour was inspected. Other ceremonial 
duties included attendance on the Mayor on Sundays and all other 
festival days.*' The duties of the Sheriffs were burdensome, expen- 
sive and time-consuming, but displays such as the annual Riding or 
election banquets made the office more attractive. 


The Twenty Four 


The outgoing Sheriffs were automatically included in the ‘Twenty 
Four’. Darcy Preston, city clerk of York at the end of the seventeenth 
century, explains in a book of precedents: 


The four twenty are the comon council or house of comons and were 
called comon council till the decree of 9 Hen. 8.,* 
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— that is, until another body called the Common Council was intro- 
duced. The name Twenty Four is rather arbitrary, for, as the body 
was composed of ex-Sheriffs who remained of the Twenty Four 
until they died or were elevated to the aldermanic bench, the group 
could not be maintained at a set number. In practice, it seems that 
there were fewer than twenty-four. In November 1584, for instance, 
the Chamberlains were enjoined to 


bye xviij grene quisshings to be and remayne in this courte for the xxitij 
of this howse.** 


This is not conclusive, as the Corporation quite rightly may have 
considered that the Twenty Four would never all appear at one 
meeting. From attendances listed in the minute books, for the years 
1588 to 1590, there were about twenty-one members of the Twenty 
Four, although it is difficult to judge from attendances, which were 
erratic. In some cases, members attended only once in two years. 

The Twenty Four might be entrusted with important respon- 
sibilities, such as looking into the hatmakers’ ordinal, discussing the 
payment of ship money, or obtaining payment of an assessment 
from the ‘Straingers’ living in the city,*> but attention to official 
responsibility was not for the Twenty Four as concentrated as that 
required of the Aldermen. The Twenty Four were also represented 
On various committees, such as the audit committee set up to survey 
mayoral expenditure, on the Foss river jury, set up to investigate 
the encroachment of the river, and on some poor law duties which 
necessitated a group of representatives. 

One of the great grievances of the Twenty Four was that by the 
charter of 9 Hen. VIII, they were excluded from the civic voting 
procedure. When a renewal of the charter was considered in 1572, it 
was agreed at a Corporation meeting that the Twenty Four ‘may 
have voices at election of the Lord Mayour, Shireffs and Aldermen’.*° 
On this occasion, however, their grievance was overlooked. 

In his thesis, Dr D. M. Palliser shows how there were two types of 
members of the Twenty Four: those for whom attaining the office 
was merely the beginning of long service in civic office, and those for 
whom reaching the Twenty Four was the zenith of their career in 
local government. A comparison of the ages at which members of 
the first group attained office — from the Chamberlainship to the 
Mayoralty — with the ages at which members of the second group 
attained office shows a considerable discrepancy. On average, those 
who became aldermen became freemen at 25, Chamberlains at 34, 
Sheriffs at 40 and Aldermen at 47, and died at 69. Those who never 
went further than the Twenty Four on average became Freemen at 
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27, Chamberlains at 36, and Sheriffs at 46, and died at 63. Dr Palliser 
concludes: 
These figures suggest that from an early stage in their career potential 
aldermen were singled out from those destined to rise no further than 
the Twenty Four, since the latter achieved all their offices later in life. 
What is more, these averages conceal just how wide the gap really was.*’ 


The Aldermen 


It was from the Twenty Four that the Aldermen were elected. 
The Common Council and Head Searchers nominated three of the 
Twenty Four, and the Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs selected their 
new colleague. Those destined to become Aldermen, as we have 
seen, were singled out early in their career. Indeed, in most towns in 
the Tudor period, power was a concomitant of wealth, a concept 
which was generally unchallenged. Dr Palliser explains this attitude 
both by the emphasis on obedience and subordination in the Tudor 
period, and by the ability of the oligarchy to recruit new families.** 

The Aldermen took most of the decisions pertaining to the 
organization and welfare of the city. As Darcy Preston, the city 
clerk of York in the late seventeenth century wrote: 

The Aldermen are in the nature of the House of Lords consisting of 

twelve of the most discreet fit and able citizens to counsel and assist the 

mayor in the well governing of the city...” 


With the Mayor, the Aldermen formulated city policy on all 
topics. In the Elizabethan period a large proportion of their time 
was spent on poor law and trade matters. Many of the rules of the 
various occupations of the city were revised or re-written, and had 
to be scrutinized by the Aldermen. In February 1588/9, for instance, 
Aldermen Brooke and Trewe were to peruse the parchment makers’ 
articles.*° The Aldermen’s poor law duties were multifarious, 
ranging from ‘views of the poor’, during which the case of each 
applicant was investigated, to auditing the account of the ‘Collectors 
for the Poor’ (who were Aldermen).*' The Aldermen also had to 
investigate the state of repair of the roads and streets of the city, — 
in February 1588/9, William Harrison was appointed to ‘repare and 
uphold the citties causes’** — and try to enforce a minimum of 
hygiene. In February 1587/8, it was agreed, as it had often been 
agreed before, that nobody should throw ‘any maner of donnge or 
filth at the Puddinge hooles or stayth or any other place but onelye 
at the Castel Mylnes’.*? The Aldermen also set down rules relating 
to such mundane matters as lighting at night, watches and curfews. 
They attempted to regulate social, sexual and religious behaviour. 
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One particular problem was drunkenness. On7 June 1588, the case 
of Robert Johnson was brought up ‘who on Satterday last did 
greatlie abuse him selfe in dronkennes (. . .) contrary to the lawes of 
God and man and such an evill example as may not escape without 
punishment to the better example of other lewd offenders’.** Indeed, 
the Aldermen were occasionally in physical danger when they tried 
to enforce some of their policies. In May 1589, Antony Graves was 
sent to prison ‘for disorder in his house in service and sermon tymes 
and for resistinge Mr Alderman Birkbye when he came to make 
searche’.*° It was in the Elizabethan period that religious plays such 
as the Corpus Christi play and traditions such as the Yule Ridings 
were phased out by the Corporation. In 1578, the Corporation 
agreed that no councillors should attend marriages where the 
blessing of the bed was to take place.*° 

The Aldermen, who were Justices of the Peace ex officio had 
many judicial duties. With the Mayor, they judged trade disputes, 
debt cases, quarrels between neighbours, differences about in- 
heritances, cases of assault and matrimonial disputes.*’ They also 
heard cases in the Wardmote courts, and generally directed the 
constables in their duties. 

The Mayor and the Aldermen had complete control over the 
expenditure of the city, and authorized the spending as well as the 
collecting of money. The Chamberlains could not act without their 
authorization. Each Alderman could be called upon personally to 
lend money to the Corporation or act as a security for debts incurred 
by the city. In July 1589, for instance, Aldermen Asquith, Robinson, 
Brooke and Richardson agreed to stand as securities for a sum of 
£200, borrowed by the city.** 

Finally, and at a different level, the Aldermen constituted a link 
between the city and national government. With the Lord Mayor, 
they carried out its orders, were responsible to it and often negotiated 
with it to improve the lot of the city. In the late 1580s and early 
1590s, two issues loomed large. One was the obtention of a charter 
authorizing a fortnightly fair in York, which was obtained in 1590, 
and the other was the avoiding of a payment of £600 towards two 
ships and a pinnace which set off from Hull during the Armada 
crisis.*” In this second aim, the Corporation failed to achieve its 
object, and had to find the money. Such transactions were usually 
negotiated through intermediaries — Privy Councillors, or especially 
during the Earl of Huntingdon’s Presidency of the Council of the 
North, through him or his officials. In the second half of the Eliza- 
bethan period, presents to the Earl of Huntingdon, in thanks for his 
help, were often made.*° 
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The members of Parliament 


It was also from the group of Aldermen that representatives to 
Parliament were elected. From the 1540s, as Dr Palliser points out, 
it became the practice for M.P.s ‘always to have been mayor first, 
and all 18 M.P.s in this period did so except for Hugh Graves’.°' The 
York Members were generally members of the community. As J. E. 
Neale writes in his study of the Elizabethan House of Commons, 

As one would expect, it was the larger boroughs that tended to elect two 

of their own community. They could afford to pay parliamentary wages, 

or alternatively could find well-to-do burgesses ready enough to bear 
their own expenses. °** 


The York M.P.s were paid 6s. 8d. a day and 13s. 4d. to cover their 
men’s liveries. Yet even in a proud and independent borough such 
as York, influence could be brought to bear upon the Corporation, 
and M.P.s who did not really belong to York were occasionally 
returned. In 1601, Dr Bennet was returned at the suggestion of the 
Archbishop. Similarly, though there is no evidence of outside pres- 
sure in this case, Sir Thomas Gargrave, who had sat for York in the 
1540s, was clearly given to understand both in 1562 and 1571, that if 
he so wished, he could sit as M.P. for York: 
It is thought good by the said presens that Sir Thomas Gargrave, knight, 
and Maister Ralf Hall, Alderman, to be Citizens for this Citie yf Maister 
will be so good as to be one, and yf that he shall be spoken with all for 
that purpose.*° 


The Corporation, however, maintained a pretence of legality by 
enfranchising both Dr Bennet and Sir Thomas in the year of their 
election as M.P.s. 

The procedure for the election of M.P.s was by no means set in 
the Elizabethan period. The burgesses, as Dr Palliser explains, 
were formally adopted at a meeting of freeholders in a county court, 
but the real elections took place beforehand. In 1563, the members 
were Selected by the Aldermen and Twenty Four, and from 1581, by 
the city council and by either the Common Councillors or a body of 
commoners. 

In 1588, the burgesses were elected by a group of forty-eight 
householders and the Mayor and Aldermen.” A study of this group 
shows that of the forty-six members who could be identified without 
doubt, thirty-four had or were to become Chamberlains, at least ten 
belonged to the Common Council, and curiously enough, while the 
innkeepers and drapers are fairly well represented (nine and eight 
respectively), the merchants and mercers are most uncharacteristically 
under-represented, numbering only four. 
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Occasional references and orders to the M.P.s appear in the 
House Book in the months following the election. In January 
1588/9, for instance, the city council ordered: 

That the burgesses shall have enstructions for obtaining a chartre for the 

releif and setting at libertie poore prisoners comitted and convicted for 

debt not hable to paie in such manner as is graunted to London. Item 
that the burgesses shalbe further enstructed for disallowing the graunt 
for selling salt.°° 


The M.P.s were responsible to the city council and were sometimes 
required to account for their actions. They were also entrusted with 
extra-parliamentary duties. 


The Mayor 


The leader of the Corporation was the Lord Mayor. He was 
elected on the fifteenth of January every year, by his peers on the 
aldermanic bench and the Sheriffs of the city, from a group of three 
Aldermen selected by the Common Council and the Head Searchers 
of the Occupations, the only proviso being that he had been ‘not 
twice mayor nor within six years before’.°° He took office on the 
third of February, when he swore his oath. 

The duties of the Mayor were multifarious. In addition to his 
Alderman’s duties, he was, as head of the community, responsible 
for the entertainment of royalty and other dignitaries. As Elizabeth 
never visited York, this amounted to meeting the Lord Lieutenant 
and President of the Council of the North, and receiving the Justices 
of Assizes twice a year. The Chamberlains’ accounts for 1588 show 
that the ‘presentes geven to the quenes majestes justices of assizes’ 
at the Lent and Lammas ‘sysse’ amounted to 6s. 4d.°’ There was no 
official mayoral residence in York in the Elizabethan period, so 
functions had to take place in private homes. This explains why 
Mayors were expected to have their home and family in the city 
during their term of office. Indeed, the Mayor was expected to be 
reasonably accessible ‘for the hearing of suters’.** 

The mayoralty was an exacting job, and some Aldermen, includ- 
ing James Birkbie, who eventually became Mayor in 1588, were 
prepared to pay considerable fines to avoid taking on the office, or 
even delaying the time when taking on the responsibility became 
necessary.*’ The Mayor was senior Justice of the Peace by virtue of 
his office, and had to be present at all sessions of the Peace; he also 
had power of arrest. He was Clerk of the market, Queen’s Escheator, 
Warden of all the wards of the city. He presided at Council meetings, 
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where he held a casting vote. It was he who, in the presence of at 
least two Aldermen and the Chamberlains, admitted Freemen to 
the freedom of the city. With the development of the Poor Law, his 
powers increased: in 1587/8, he was given complete control over 
admissions to all York hospitals, for instance.°° In addition to these 
duties, he had to carry out work common to all the Aldermen. 

In her introduction to The York Mercers and Merchant Adven- 
turers, Maud Sellers suggested that the mayoralty offered great 
‘opportunity for unbridled despotism’.°' Yet, although the Mayor 
was very powerful in theory, several factors militated against abuse 
of such power. It was often, as B. Wilson points out in her thesis, the 
youngest and least experienced Aldermen who were elected 
Mayor.®* Thomas Moseley, Mayor in 1589/90, for instance, was 
elected within a year of his elevation to the aldermanic bench. Thus, 
while he was nominally the ultimate arbiter in disputes and in 
decision making, the Mayor must have consulted with the older, 
more experienced Aldermen. A second factor was that the Mayor 
was elected for a year only, and could be, re-elected once only, at 
least six years after his first term of mayoralty, which gave any 
enemy on the council ample opportunity for retaliation at a later 
stage. Thirdly, the Mayor undertook very few duties on his own. All 
letters, for instance, were signed by several if not all the Aldermen. 
Views of the poor, visits to notables, such as the Lord Lieutenant or 
the Archbishop, were made in groups, as indeed was required by 
the contemporary conception of the dignity of the office. There was 
also careful financial control over the Mayor, for, on election, he 
had to enter into bond for £500, and all his transactions were 
audited at the end of his term of office by a large committee, 
composed of Aldermen, Twenty Four and Commons. 

There were, of course, certain perquisites attached to the 
office: use of the civic plate and special clothing which were passed 
on to the next Mayor on the ceremony of the third of February each 
year, together with the key to the common seal, and minor rights, 
such as special pasture rights.°* He also received certain allowances, 
(£50 for general expenses, £10 for entertaining Justices), and the 
expenses of his household were paid.” 


The Mayor’s household and other petty civic offices 


By the Elizabethan period, many civic officers whose offices had 
Originated in the Lord Mayor’s household had to undertake salaried 
local government duties. Thus the esquires at sword and mace and 
the officers at mace who preceded the Mayor and the Sheriffs during 
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ceremonies were also to attend at the inner door of the council 
chamber on meeting days, ringing a bell when anyone was admitted 
into the council chamber before the Council. One sergeant at mace 
had gaol duties, and the sword bearer often had to carry messages. 
Anthony Pulley, esquire at mace and sword was, on several occa- 
sions sent to London to negotiate a loan on behalf of the city.® 
These officers received a salary of £6 per year and a clothing allow- 
ance.°° In January 1589/90, their clothing allowance was increased 
‘in consideration of their great paines in gathering the poore and 
preachers bills and other travells’.°’ 

Although there still existed offices belonging to the Mayor’s 
household, the jobs most useful to the community were remunerated 
by the Corporation in the Elizabethan period. The schoolmaster, 
the city waits, the ‘skavengers’, the preacher, the bellman, the 
clockman, the postmaster and the ‘bluecoats’ or beadles all received 
salaries from the Corporation. The freemen were still expected to 
contribute to the community, and some duties, such as the pasture 
masters’, were unsalaried. By then, however, even certain expenses 
of the Wardmote court were paid.” 


The senior civic officials 


The most important civic officials were the Recorder, the City 
Council and the Town Clerk. The Recorder, according to Thomas 
Widdrington, was ‘assistant to the Lord Mayor’, and took his place 
in councils and in courts next to the Mayor, delivering the sentence 
of the whole court.°’ His place next to the Mayor, and the fact that 
his name always came second in the list of attendances at council 
meetings, after that of the Lord Mayor, demonstrates the import- 
ance of the Recorder in the eyes of contemporaries. York Recorders 
usually come from Northern county families.’? William Hillyard, 
Recorder in the late Elizabethan period was elected by the whole 
Council (including the Common Council, Head Searchers and 
Twenty Four) in 1581. The Recorder gave advice on problems 
arising from the city property, relationships with other towns or 
with national government and often helped with the drafting of 
difficult letters. In 1588, William Hillyard was asked to discuss tolls 
with the Beverley authorities.’' Similarly, when the city customs 
were calendared and translated into English in 1581, ‘the advise of 
Mr Recordar’ was sought.’* The Recorder was paid £13 6s. 8d. per 
year, and received a clothing allowance. 

Considerably less is known about the City Council. Roger 
Watterhouse was appointed by the city Council in April 1588.’’ He 
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attended council meetings very rarely, and was consulted out of 
meeting. Like William Hillyard, he was appointed from outside the 
city, and had to take his franchise oath on appointment. He was 
paid £5 per year. 

The city attached great importance to its Town Clerk and refused 
the many requests for the reversion of the office from notables both 
locally and nationally.’* The Town Clerk, according to Thomas 
Widdrington, ‘takes down and registers all the acts and orders of the 
House’.’*> He must have had some help, however, for Leonard Belt, 
gent., elected Town Clerk on 15 March 1571, and his successor 
Thomas Rogerson, elected on 7 August 1590, did not attend all 
council meetings. Rough minutes were taken down, and engrossed 
at a later stage: entries for several meetings are out of sequence in 
the House Book. At least three people did the copying. The Town 
Clerk had his own clerk who seems to have carried out most of the 
administrative routine work. The Town Clerk apparently cumulated 
several duties. Certainly, Leonard Belt received various fees for 
entering judgements at the session of the peace, for making the 
Chamberlains’ accounts and for keeping the Wardmote Courts 
records in 1588 alone. His expenses, including ‘parchment, paper, 
ynke and wax’ were also paid for, and in 1588, he received 8s.’° He 
was also paid an annual salary of £5 per year. 


The Council meetings 


The Council meetings were held in the Council Chamber on the 
North side of Ouse bridge, near the Chapel of St William. The 
Mayor sat on a dais, and the Aldermen and Twenty Four sat in 
order of precedence. Meetings were not held regularly, except for 
those on 15 January, 3 February and 21 September, when elections 
of officers took place. 

Attendances at meetings were erratic. Generally, however, the 
Aldermen were more frequent in their attendance than the Twenty 
Four, and there usually was a majority of Aldermen at any meeting. 
Yet, in the period covered by the present text, some members of the 
Twenty Four, Christopher Beckwith and William Gibson, attended 
more often than Aldermen May and Maskewe, for instance. 
Throughout the Elizabethan period the Mayor attended practically 
every meeting: only imprisonment or death prevented him from 
appearing. The Corporation tried to enforce better attendance at 
the meetings by introducing fines for lateness and absence without 
cause, but this system does not seem to have worked very effectively. 
The 6d. fine introduced in 1582/3 was increased to 8d. in 1584/5, to no 
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avail.’’ There were also elaborate dress and residence regulations 
which were more closely followed. There are several orders relating 
to the wearing of tippets by the Aldermen in 1578/9 and 1580/1.” 
Elections of new officers were occasions for great festivity both in 
the Common Hall and the Council Chamber when delicacies and 
large quantities of wine were provided by the new officer.” 


Town government in the late sixteenth century 


These, then, are the dramatis personae. What is remarkable is 
how small, even when the Common Council and the petty officials 
are included, the Corporation was. In their introduction to Crisis 
and order in English towns, P. Clark and P. Slack note how inward 
looking and oligarchic borough government had become by the 
Elizabethan period.*° The reason for this growth of oligarchy, they 
go on to suggest, is threefold: fear of social disorder, administrative 
pressure, and expense to office holders, which meant that only the 
wealthiest could afford to stand. 

Despite the narrowness of interests on the councils of York and 
many other towns, such as Shrewsbury, Coventry, Worcester, Bristol 
and Exeter, it is important to emphasize the deep sense of responsi- 
bility of many of the Aldermen and Mayors, and their care in matters 
concerning ‘the common wealth’. Of York, J. C. H. Aveling 
observed, “The Corporation was poor, its members well-to-do, and 
that worked well’.*'It worked well, however, only because the City 
Fathers saw the accepting of official duties as a natural consequence 
of their wealth and position in society. Their paternalistic concern 
for the less fortunate members of the community and their great 
civic pride helped the city weather many crises. 

In the sixteenth century York was a small, dirty, bustling, lively 
town. This brief description of the Corporation, its members and its 
work cannot convey fully the picture of a York community ‘that is 
not a political or geographical entity merely, but a miniature world 
of full dimensions’.** 
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THE MANUSCRIPT By Ann Rycraft 


The House (or Minute) Books of the Council of the city of York 
cover the years 1476 to 1835 (B.1—B.50), eighty volumes in all.' The 
sixteenth-century House Books comprise B.8, 1496-1503 to B.32, 
1598-1605. Following damage by the flood of 1892, these volumes 
were, in common with the rest of the House Books, uniformly 
re-bound in white imitation vellum with gilt-stamped red leather 
labels on the spines: B.30—32 have very large raised bands. As well 
as being re-bound, some of the volumes have also been repaired, 
though the flood damage, and consequent repair work, in these 
volumes seems not to have been as great as that in the earlier ones. 
It was perhaps during this re-binding that the last two gatherings of 
B.9 (1503-19) were reversed and that B.20 (1549-52) lost folios 5 
and 6. Very occasionally, a single sheet document is inserted and 
bound in. These sixteenth-century House Books are written on 
paper, except B.9, 1503-19, which is on parchment. The language 
used is mainly English, with some Latin. The volumes vary in size 
from a folio measurement of 290 x 180 mm (B.30, 1587-92) to 
395 xX 275/280 mm (B.11, 1527-33) and in length from 41 folios 
(B.12, 1533-34) to 402 folios (B.32, 1598-1605). Of these twenty-six 
sixteenth-century volumes, two (B.30—-31, 1587-98) are too tightly 
bound to be safely collated, twelve (B.8, 1496-1503, B.10-12, 
1519-34, B.13a—14, 1539-41, B.20—21, 1549-55, B.23—24, 1560-72, 
B.27, 1577-80 and B.32, 1598-1605) are irregularly gathered and 
the remaining twelve are gathered regularly, or predominantly, in 
8’s. The arrangement of the written matter varies: letters to and 
from the City Council, regulations, proclamations etc. are registered 
in a single wide column, but when registering Council meetings, the 
scribes enter the names of those present on the left of the folio anda 
summary of business transacted on the right. These scribes usually 
produce competent and legible work; the writing is not often really 
bad or untidy and sometimes the various scribes write beautifully, 
using fine displayed headings and initials decorated with pen-work. 


House Book B.30, 1587-92 


This volume is written in English with Latin section headings, on 
paper watermarked with a flagon (very like Briquet no. 127427). 
The folios measure 290 x 180 mm, which makes it the smallest of 
the sixteenth-century House Books: the written area (see above) 
varies in size. It is written by various scribes in neat and often 
attractive types of secretary hand. The left and nght hand margins 
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are usually ruled in ink. There are displayed section headings, 
sometimes ornamented with pen-work (e.g. fols 1, 56v, 218, 339, 
367v). The volume has been tightly re-bound, uniform with the rest 
of the House Books, with large raised bands (see above). 

The arrangement of the volume is as follows: 


NUMBER OF LEAVES: vil (i conjoint with modern paste-down, 
li-vi modern supply leaves, vii modern title-page) + 389 (9 leaves 
unfoliated contemporary indices + 380 leaves, contemporary 
foliation 1-379, with two folios numbered 132) + vi (i-v modern 
supply leaves, vi conjoint with modern paste-down). 


COLLATION: Unfortunately the volume is too tightly bound to allow 
a collation to be made without damaging it. There are no catch- 
words. It is not possible, either, to assume a collation for this 
House Book from the arrangement of those preceding and 
following, for B.27 has gatherings of irregular length (ranging 
from 12 to 34 leaves), B.28 is in 8’s, as is B.29, with the exception 
of its first and last gatherings, B.31 is too tightly bound for 
collation and B.32 is made up of gatherings of irregular length 
(ranging from 12 to 30 leaves). 
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NOTES ON EDITING 


The conflict which arises between ‘accuracy’ and ‘readability’ and 
which confronts every editor has been dealt with as follows: 


(1) The original spelling has been retained, with the exceptions of 
1, j, u and v, which have been rendered by j, i, v and u wherever 
modern English necessitated the change. Similarly, F and the have 
replaced ff and y (thorn) where appropriate. The original use of 
Roman and Arabic numerals has been kept. 

(2) Punctuation and capitalization have been changed where 
sense demanded it. Original paragraph divisions have been retained. 
Interlinear additions have been inserted into the text. Blanks in the 
text are indicated by dashes. Erasures and repetitions have been 
omitted. 

(3) Abbreviations have been expanded, and expansions have 
followed each scribe’s commonest spelling. Otiose abbreviation 
marks have been disregarded. In one case, however, abbreviations 
have not been expanded. While, in the main scribe’s entries, the 
forename of John often bore an abbreviation mark to indicate a 
contraction from Johan, it has been disregarded, and the name has 
been consistently rendered as John in the transcript. This decision 
has caused a problem on the one occasion when the abbreviated 
form of John clearly referred to a woman. (See folio 61r.) In this 
particular case, as in the cases where the Latin form for the masculine 
name was used, the abbreviation marks were expanded. 

(4) Square brackets have been used to indicate conjectural 
readings. 

(5) In the original text, use is made of the regnal year (which 
began on 17 November for Elizabeth), rather than of the year of 
Grace (which began on 25 March in this text) for dating purposes. 
Indeed, when the year of Grace is mentioned here, it is always in 
conjunction with the regnal year anyway. In the transcript, the 
dating has been systematized, and includes both reckonings. 


Lack of space has led to the excision of some entries, all margin 
reference notes, the list of attendance of councillors and Sheriffs, 
and some of the copy letters. Legal actions, leases and enfranchise- 
ments, which were often routine, long and incomplete have been 
more severely curtailed, although sample cases have been retained. 


YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 


(57r.) Decimo quarto die Augusti, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And it is agreed that Alderman Brooke shall have money for 300 
weight of powder at xv d. a pounde to be kept for this citties stoore. 


It is agreed that the constables shall have warninge to bringe before 
my Lord Maior and Aldermen all suche hable men as are not 
chardged with private armor, also all servantes and reteynors to them 
beinge hable men not already chardged as common or private 
soldyers. 


Collectors named & appoynted by the burgesses for the colleccion 
of the secound fifteenth and tenth graunted in anno xxix’ Elizabeth 
Regine. 
Cittie 

George Elwick, sadler, 

Georg Toppyn, bocher, 

Ambrosse Awne, cordyner, 

Henry Holdsworthe, tanner, 


Ainstie 
John Spinck, younger, 
William Farrington. 


(57v.) Vicesimo primo die Augusti, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe was redd the audit of the Highe Collectors for the poore 
for one quarter ended the 15 Julye 1588. And it is agreed that the 
billes for the poore shall go furthe to be gathered for no lesse some 
than was the last quarter gethered. 


And nowe was redd one lettre from the Lord Lieutenant for cootes 
and conducte money for the 300 traned men and it is agreed that 
warrantes shalbe made to everye parishe to levye xilj s. 11j d. for 
everye soldyer which they are chardged to furnishe and present 
order to be taken for coates. 


(S8r.) Vicesimo die Augusti, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


Also it is agreed that my Lord Maior when he pleas shall call some of 
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most meete to call the tennauntes who holdethe any of the Quenes 
landes which are graunted to this cittye and to see their leases and 
who will renewe their leases at this cittyes handes. 


And it is also agreed that John Devowe shall have that iij s. viij d. 
which rest to him for match made up xs. for his paines to be payd by 
the Chamberlanes. 


(5Sv.) Quarto die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe it is agreed that John Lealome of St Michaell parishe 
shall have geven him by My Lord Maior of Mistress Eynnes money 
lij s. ij d. for his releife. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Thomas Moseley and Mr Robert 
Watter shall be committed to ward on Owsbridge till they do paye 
suche money as they and either of them are rated to pay to the poore 
for that they have refused to paye the same. 


(59r.) And it is also agreed that Mr Alderman Harberte Mr Alder- 
man Robinson and Mr Alderman Trewe shall this after none goo 
with my Lord Maior and Maister Recorder to the Lord Lieutenannte 
concerninge the rate for horsemen to be levyed in the cittye and 
Ainstye. 


(59v.) Decimo tercio die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe it is agreed that Thomas Moseley shall paye presentlie 
lij S. 11) d. for a fyne concerninge a certane contempte by him made 
in speaches to the Lord Maior in this courte the fourthe daye of 
Septembre instante and nowe xvj d. therof was by this courte geven 
him againe and the resedewe bestowed upon the presoners. 


(60r.) Vicesimo die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe George Elwicke was chosen to be one of the Common 
Counsell for sadlers in place of Thomas Mason deceased. 


(60v.) In die feste sancti Mathei appostoli et evangelisti, scilicet xx} 
die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 
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Assembled in the Comon Hall of this cittie the daie and yeare 
[aforesaid] for the eleccion of two Sheriffes for this cittie accordinge 
to the chartre for eleccion, and upon fower elites that is to say 
William Paycocke, Marmaduke Sothaby, James Mudd, John 
Yodall, the said William Paycocke, merchant, and James Mudd, 
gent., are chosen by most voyces of the Lord Maior, Aldermen, 
Sheriffes, to be Sheriffes from the feast of St Michaell tharchangel 
next for one year then next ensewing. ! 


And nowe John Kirkby, bower, toake his oathe as one of the 
Comon Counsell in place & stead of Robert Sandwich, bower. 


(6/r.) Vicesimo quinto die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And it is agreed that Mr Alderman Harrison, Mr Alderman 
Brooke, and Mr Alderman Trewe shall furthwith viewe St Thomas 
Hospitall to see if they cann fynd a convenyent rome for James 
Ward. 


Also it is agreed that my Lord Maior and Mr Wardens of 
Monckeward, Mr Alderman Robynson, Mr Alderman Trewe, Mr 
William Pacocke and James Mudd shall this after none about two of 
the cloke viewe the calses night Monkebrige and consider howe the 
same may best be repared. 


Also it is agreed that Johan Maskall, widdowe, shall have uj d. 
wekely from hensforth for the releif of hir self and one child so that 
she begg not, to be paid by the Head Collector of Walmgateward. 


(6lv.) Vicesimo septimo die Septembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And now wher John Jackson, one of the Officers at Mace to my 
Lord Maior, sent word to my Lord Maior and Aldermen, by Peter 
Wayte, that he was content to yeald over his office of one of the 
sergiantes at mace of the Lord Maior. (62r.) Therfore it is agreed by 
these presentes that the said John Jackson shalbe dischardged of his 
said office and service and in consideracion thereof it is agreed that 
he shall have his fees and wages dewe at Michaelmas and Cristemmas 
next, so that if the said John Jackson owe anye arrearages to the 
Common Chamber then it to be allowed of his said wages. 


' They took their oaths on 25 September and 18 December. 
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Item it is agreed that Peter Wilkinson, carpenter, who at this 
present is lunytike shall have during his sickness vilj d. weeklye to 
be paid by the Head Collector of Mounckewarde. 


(62v.) A note of agreament maid the xxijth daie of September 
1588, betwene John Fell of the cittie of Yorke, cooke & Bartholo- 
mew his sonne, and Jane Emandson, widow, maide by us Cristofer 
Harbert, Robert Asquith, William Robinson, Thomas Appleyard 
& Andrew Trewe, Aldermen. 


First that all matters, debtes, dewties and demaundes to be clere of 
both the said parties from the begynning of the world unto this daie, 
and we do order that the said Jane Emandson shall remane in the 
howse untill Martynmass day next, to take forth such goodes as are 
hers. And then to depart and to take nothing as dores, wyndowes 
glasses nor nothing that is fixed to the fee simple, but by the sight 
and consent of three of us at the least. 


And that the said Jane Emandson at her departure forth of the 
house shall make unto the said John Fell release of all thinges and in 
the meane tyme the said John Fell to come into the howse at his 
pleasure to repaire or do other necessaries what he will. 


And further that the said John Fell shalbe bound in x li. unto the said 
Jane Emandson to pay unto her xxs. by yeare so long as she lives, at 
two tymes in the yeare and to begynne now at her going forth of the 
howse so it be before Martinmas and pay unto her x s. one at the 
Lady Daye in Lent othe xs. and so xs. at Michaelmas and Lady daie 
so long as she lives. 


(63r.) Undecimo die Octobris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe William Bynnes desyred allowance in this courte for the 
chardges of his horses & men with the Lord Lieutenante, his chardges 
to Ferrybrigges about xiiij daye sence, and his request beinge con- 
sidered, it is agreed that the sayd Bynnes shall have iij s. 111j d. out of 
the common chamber and shall also have a fine of uj s. iiij d. 
forgeven him, which was sett upon him for not making a common 
stile at St George Close and from hence forthe shall so keepe and 
maintane the same. 
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And now it is agreed that the watche shall cease and that the gates 
shall be shutt at nyne of the clocke at night and kepte by such as have 
used to take chardge of the same. 


(63v.) Ultimo die Octobris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And wheras Mr Alderman May is owing to this corporacion 
Xvj li. xuj s. mj d. for toll, upon his sewt maid in this court for daies 
of payment thereof, it is agreed that the said Alderman May shall 
have thre yeares to paie the same in and his paymentes to be maid in 
this manner, viz., xiijs. ilij d. therofin hand & liijs. 4d. at Pentecost 
next, liij s. 1ij d. at Martynmas then next after liij s. 4d. at Pentecost 
1590, lij s. 4 d. at Martynmas 1590, and liij s. 111j d. at Pentecost 
1591, and lujs. 4d. at Martynmas 1591, & Mr Alderman Harbert & 
Mr John Weddell to enter bound for payment therof & his old 
bound to be delivered. 


(64r.) And nowe the Quenes Majestes writt for elettion of two 
burgesses for this cittie was redd in this courte for a parliament to be 
held at Westminster the xijth day of November next, and nowe theis 
commons (viz.) James Stocke, Henry Pullen, Richard Hutton, 
Robert Pearson, John Standeven, Thomas Mason, Nicolas Dickon- 
son, Robert Swynbanke, Georg Jackson, Robert Hutchenson, 
Robert Myers, Percivall Lovet, John Plomer, Thomas Gibson, 
Georg Elwicke, John Yodall, Cristofer Turner, John Jackson, 
Robert Shereborne, Miles Dawson, Antony Sandwich, Georg 
Watson, John Arkendell, Richard Dickson, Thomas Asquith, 
Andrew Watson, Georg Dunning, William Peter, Richard Wright, 
Ambrosse Awne, William Wright, Henry Metcalfe, Robert Pearson, 
Thomas Spragon, Percivall Barker, Percivall Barnes, Richard 
Whittington, Robert Ketland, William Foxgale, Georg Toppyn, 
John Bilbowe, Antony Sandwich, Adam Mason, Robert Walker, 
Thomas Wilson, Nicolas Hall, Georg Kitching, John Race, Henry 
Wilkinson, John Sym die personallie appere in this court and the 
effect of the said writ was then & there to them declared and then 
afterwardes the same freholders went into the exchequer and then 
and there having with them the Sheriffes & Common Clarke, did 
presentlie geve their secret voices as appeareth by a paper of their 
said voices here after set downe and by their most voices they did 
choise Mr Thomas Harrison, Mr Robert Asquith, Mr William 
Robinson, Aldermen & Robert Watterhouse as fower elites for the 
said burgesses and brought the same before this assemblie who 
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(64v.) one after an other did geve their private voices to the eleccion 
of two of the said elites to be burgesses, and also the said Sheriffes & 
Comon Clarke taken ther voyces by the most voices of thes presentes 
the said Mr Robert Asquith and Mr William Robinson are now 
nominated to be burgesses for this cittie, and now it is further 
agreed by these presentes that at the next countie court, being on 
Monday the fowerth daie of November next, the said Mr Robert 
Asquith and Mr William Robinson shalbe published & nominated 
burgesses for the said cittie in the said countie court and that all the 
said persons which were at the said eleccion shalbe comaunded to 
be ther present at the said countie, and also that a lettre of attorney 
shalbe maid to the said burgesses, under the common seale, as haith 
bene accustomed. 


The voyces of the comons for two burgesses. 


Roberte Asquith: HHH HHA ATH HHA 
Thomas Harrison: HHH HHA a 
William Robinson: THEE HHH HHH HH HAEAAtAM 
Robert Watterhouse: #+HHHHHEHH HHH HHH HHH AAA AAR 


Andrew Trewe: JUG  aeeenamamenieid: daded 
Thomas Appleyard: U-———_—m ioc cm 
Robert Brooke: EEE | 
William Hillyard: Hip ee 
Thomas Jackson: lt ——————————————ccc—“- 
Hugo Graves: pe le ee ee 
Cristofer Harbert: 


(65r.) Voyces geven by the Maior and Aldermen. 


Thomas Harrison: | SCORE SST ae cp ae ee 
William Robinson: oe 
ROU. Wiles: 
Robert Asquith: hh 


(65v.) Sexto die Novembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe was redd in this courte certane lettres which came from 
the Lord Lieutenant concerninge contribucion to be made by the 
cittizens of this cittie to the inhabitantes of Hull concerninge the 
chardges of Shippes sett furthe by them. 


And it is agreed that theis persons followinge shall meete togethers 
with all convenient speed and consider the articles and apposicions 
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of them of Hull, and likewise to sett down all causes and reasons 
which they thinke fitt for aunswere for avoydinge of this chardge 
(viz.) Robert Asquith, William Robinson, Robert Brooke, Andrewe 
Trewe, Thomas Jackson, Aldermen, Mr William Peacocke, Sheriffe, 
Cristofer Beckwith, Richard Murton, Edward Fawcett, Percivall 
Brooke, Thomas Mooseley, Roberte Peacocke and Henrye Hall, 
gentlemen, James Stocke, Thomas Harbert, Marmaduke Sothabie, 
Henrye Pullen, and Richard Hutton. 


(66r.) And nowe it is agreed that the fowre officers at mace to the 
Lord Maior beinge officers of the 111) wardes shall form henceforth 
gather the quarterlye assessemente for the poore and to have xvj d. 
everye one of them quarterlye for the same. 


And nowe it is agreed that the bounders shall not be ridden this 
yeare in respecte that the tyme is passed and the weather weeke and 
unseasonable. 7 


To my frendes the Lord Maior and Aldermen of Yorke. 


After my hartie comendacions to your Lordship &c. I did of late 
receyve a lettre from my Lords of the Counsell whereby you may 
perceive that upon knowledge geven unto their Lordships that there 
haith not bene any contribution maid by the cittie of Yorke towardes 
the chardg of the shipping set forth by the towne of Hull, their 
Lordships do signifie her Majestes pleasure that I should deale with 
the inhabitantes of the said cittie againe for the performance of that 
which by their Lordships former lettres was required in that behalf I 
colde wishe you to have such consideracion hereof that the Lordships 
may not have any further cause upon the continuance of your 
refusall to be troubled herewith for you may perceive that their 
Lordships do thinke yt very fit and convenient that you shold 
contribute thereunto. Thus not doubting but that you will have 
dewe consideracion of the premisses, I commit you all to the protec- 
cion of thalmightie. From Whitehall the xxxth October 1588. 


Your loving frend, 


H. Huntingdon.’ 


> There then follows the text of the letter which Huntingdon received from the Privy 
Council, dated 21 October 1588. Two letters were sent by the Corporation to 
Huntingdon, asking him to intercede ‘that we may be dischardged of this 
contribution’. A further reminder was sent on 10 February 1588/9. 
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(67r.) Octavo die Novembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe the billes of assessament for the poore for a quarter 
beinge xiijth of October 1588 by this courte were assessed. 


And nowe Roberte Watter compleaned him in this court for that 
that John Watson dyd assalt and beate by gevinge him a boxe on the 
eare as he saethe, theifore it is agreed that witnesses shalbe exeamined 
their upon. 


(67v.) Decimo tercio die Novembris, 30 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe it is agreed that Elizabeth Sparke, wife of William 
Sparke, in respecte of her children shall have iij d. weekelye during 
the tyme of the absens of her husband to be payd by the Head 
Collector of Mounckward and to begin this quarter the xiiij of 
October. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Robert Brooke, and Mr Andrewe 
Trewe shall on Mundaye come a sennet a furthest repaire to (687. ) 
London to my Lord Lieutenante, their to make answere for the 
cittezens of this cittie to certane objections of them of Hull for 
contribucion to be made by the inhabitantes of this cittye to the 
chardge of settinge forthe of two shippes and a pynnace in her 
Mayjestes service by them of Hull and they to take up with them 
suche instructions towchinge the premisses as are drawne and made 
redye for them and they to proceed theirin as to their discrecions 
shall seame best and they to have all their chardges borne of the 
comon chamber. 


(68v.) xxij die Novembris, 31 Eliz. (1588). 


And nowe William Raynold appeared in this courte and refused to 
putt the matter to order betwene his wife and him. 


And nowe it is agreed that the ale brewers shall sell their ale for 1j s. 
a soo till malt be at a more reasonable price. 


It is agreed that John Marshall a poore boye remaininge at the Lord 
Maiors howse shall have apparell of the chardges of suche overplus 
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of the colleccion of the poore as remain in my Lord Maiors handes 
at his discreccion. 


(70r.) Decimo tercio die Decembris, 31 Eliz. (1588).° 


And nowe John Browning and William Huton appered in this court 
concerning certaine sewtes and contraversies betwene them and 
upon motion maid both the said parties did submit them selves to 
abide the order of this court for all causes and contraversies betwene 
them. And upon examinacion of the matters yt appeared that upon 
the unreverent speaches of the said Browning in bidding the said 
Huton kisse his tale the said Huton being constable did said that 
none wold bid him kiss his tale but a knave. Wherupon the said 
Browning brought his accion in the spirituall court and recovered 
xlvj s. viij d. charges or there aboutes against the said Huton and 
further that the said Huton shold aske him forgeveness. And wheras 
the said Browning did openlie slander the said Huton that he the 
said Huton being a brewer did put washe in his drinke and therfor 
that (as is aforesaid) the said Browning did bid him kisse his tale 
being the Quenes constable it is agreed by these presentes that the 
said Huton shall paie to the said Browning forthwith vj s. viij d. in 
lieu of all his charges maid in the spirituall court, and that he shall not 
by any means procure the said Huton to aske him forgeveness and 
that in consederacion therof and for the residewe of his chardges, 
yt is agreed that he the said Huton shalbe released of a fyne of fower 
markes assessed upon him by this court in respect that he haith 
misused the said Huton as is aforesaid being constable and for that 
he haith disordred him self by walking in the cittie at unlawfull 
tymes in the night and for refusing to deliver the comon armor of his 
parishe beinge then in his custodie and so that all accions and 
demandes (70v.) as well sprituall as temporall betwene the said 
parties untill this daie shall cease and be determined. And if the said 
Browning resist this order it is agreed that he shall paie unto the 
comon chamber the said fyne of fower markes imposed upon him 
for the abuses aforesaid. 


And now it is agreed that Anne Percivall shall have xiij s. iiij d. paid 


her by the Chamberlanes for and towardes the placing of two of her 
sonnes in service. 


> There was a meeting on 26 November. 
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And now Anne Halleley spinster who had ij d. weeklie in St Maries 
parish in Castlegate shall have now wekly vj d. untill such tyme as 
she shalbe amended of her sicknes and she to begynne on Monday 
next & Leonard Halleley her father to kepe her for the same. 


Item it is agreed that Henry Thornton skryvener shall be a comon 
informer upon penall statutes and the said Henry being present here 
in court haith taken the same upon him. 


(7Ir.) Decimo sexto die Decembris, 31 Eliz. (1588). 


Assembled in my Lord Maior howse when and where it is agreed 
that xl s. shalbe geven to a Scotishe gentlewoman who haith a 
pasport under the hand of the King of Scottes for her saife travell 
towardes the court and the same some is geven her at the request of 
Her Mayjestes honorable counsell established in the North parties. 


(7lv.) Decimo octavo die Decembris, 31 Eliz. (1588). 


It is agreed that all constables shall paye their traninge money 
behynd before Sondaye next upon payne to be imprisoned. 


And now it is agreed that Thomas Barker without Monckbarr in 
Saynt Mawrice parishe beinge verye poore & dyseased shall have 
from Mondaye last i11j d. weeklye paid in Monckward. 


And now it is agreed that Alice Clarke widowe of Peter Litle parishe 
shall have from Mondaye last 111) d. weeklye in Walmegatewarde in 
respecte of three children and that Mr Mason shalbe chardged to 
take the eldeste boye into service in respecte that he broughte the 
same Clarke to the towne. 


And now it is agreed that Thomas Wright laborer at crayne in 
Bishophill Elder parishe shall have releife for his wife 1j d. weeklye 
in respecte she 1s verye old and not hable to worke. 


(72r.) Item it is agreed that Jane Theakston widowe a poore woman 
in Saynt Mawrice parishe shall have 1j d. in Monckwarde. 
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Item it is agreed that Cristofer Bartham of Saynt Cuthbertes parishe 
shall have 111) d. weeklye in Monckward in respecte that he is poore 
& lame. 


And now it is agreed that Robert Hall shall have vs. geven him out 
of the comon chamber in respecte of his povertye. 


And now it is agreed that my Lord Maior shall have vs. which he did 
geve unto the Scotishe gentlewomans doughter over and besydes 
the fortye shillinges. 


(72v.) Vicesimo die Decembris, 31 Eliz. (1588). 


And now it is agreed that Mr Robert Pacocke & Mr Henrye Hall 
shall have paid them by the Chamberlanes xij s. ij d. which they 
disbursed in a sewt in the admirall court wherin they were sewed by 
Mr Dodsworth and they to allowe ij s. ix d. therof for their 
accustomed payment to this cittie when they were Sheriffes. 


And wheras Mr Maskewe Alderman is indebted to the Comon 
chamber of this cittie the some of x li., parcell of Sir Martyne Bowes 
money and now at the request of the said Mr Alderman Maskewe it 
is agreed that the said Mr Maskewe shall pay the said money in 
forme followinge viz., xls. yearly untill the same be paid at the feast 
of Saynt John called Midsomer and at the feast of the Nativitie of 
Our Lord God called Cristemmas by even porcions & he to enter 
into bond by statute for payment fo the same. 


(73r.) Item it is agreed that Mr Robert Maskewe Alderman shall 
have xx s. for healinge of one Robert Foster, a poore man, beinge 
visited with a dangerous desease, & he to have vj s. viij d. in hand 
and the residewe when his patiente shalbe healed. 


Item it is agreed that Mr Fletcher shall have his fees paid him being 
vj S. viulj d. at everye assise synce he entred. 

(73v.) Vicesimo tercio die Decembris, 31 Eliz. (1588). 
Assembled in the Common Hall of this cittye, the daye and yeare 


above sayd for the elettion of an Alderman in the place of Heugh 
Graves, Alderman, deceased, and upon three electes put in by the 
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Common Counsell and Head Searchars of the xiij and xvth craftes, 
that is to saye that Mr Lawrence Robinson, Mr Richard Murton, & 
Thomas Moseley, the said Mr Laurence Robinson by the most 
voyces of my Lord Maior and Aldermen and Sheriffes is chosen to 
be Alderman in rowme and place of the sayd Heugh Graves. 


(74v.) Secundo die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9).* 


And nowe was redd one graunte or lettres patentes graunted by Her 
Majesties to one Richard Younge, Esquier, for the makinge and 
sellinge of starche, onelye by him selfe or his deputies, which lettres 
patentes beare date at Westminster the xvth of Aprill in the xxxtie 
yeare of Her Mayjestes reigne. 


And now likewise was redd one lettre from dyvers of Her Majestes 
most honorable previe counsell directed to all maiors, sheriffes and 
other officers for the execucion of the said lettres patentes. 


(75r.) And now one William Wod being deputie to the said Mr 
Young towching the premisses being present in this court was 
contented that all such merchantes of this cittie as wold faithfullie 
promis and assure that they do not nowe deale with buying or 
sellinge anye starche but will clearely geve over the same during the 
contynuaunce of the said lettres patentes shold not be demaunded 
any bond or obligacion for the same. 


Item it is further agreed with the consent of the said Mr Wodd that if 
any merchant of this cittie will deale with any starche and so procure 
a license of the said Mr Young that the said Mr Wodd and they shall 
agree emongest them selves as they can. And a copie is maid of his 
lettres patentes. 


(75v.) Decimo quinto die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


Assembled in the Counsell Chamber upon Owsbridge, & from 
thence assembled in the Comon Hall of this cittie the daie and yeare 
abovesaid, for the eleccion of the Lord Maior according to the 
chartree of election and upon thre elites put in by the Common 
Counsell and Head Searchers of xiij and xv craftes viz., Mr Cristofer 


* There was a meeting on 31 December. 
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Harbert, Mr Thomas Jackson & Mr Laurence Robynson, Aldermen, 
the said Mr Thomas Jackson is by the most voices of the Lord Maior 
Aldermen & Sheriffes, chosen to be Lord Maior from the feast of 
Saint Blaise next for one whole yeare then next following. 


And now Edward Exilby was sworne Head Searcher of vintners. 


And now also was chosen Chamberlanes of this cittie thes persons 
following, viz. 


Brian Birkhead 

Henry Banester merchantes. 
John Waddesworth 

John Watson, mercer. 

John Bowsfell, draper. 

Thomas Blenkarne junior. 
Edward Denning, blacksmith. 
Peter Hartford, cordyner. 


(76r.) And now the Commons of this cittie did make request that 
order might be taken that Mr Thomas Jackson in lite to be chosen 
Lord Maior of this cittie might ly within this cittie with the sword 
and mace, wherupon the said Mr Thomas Jackson before James 
Birkby, Lord Maior, and the Aldermen, Sheriffes and diverse of the 
privie counsell of this cittie did promise and affirme that if he be 
chosen Lord Maior of this cittie that during the tyme of his maioraltye 
he will abyde within this cittie and be within the said cittie for 
hearing of sutors. And if he lie at any tyme without the cittie to leave 
the sword with a lieutenant according to the order of this cittie. 


(76v.) Decimo septimo die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


(77r.) And now dyvers persons dyd make sewte for xxv li. parcellof 
C li., geven by Sir Thomas White to be lente to fower younge men 
accordinge to his devise which xxv li. John Harbert, merchant, 
latelye hadd. And by most voyces of the Lord Maior and Aldermen, 
Thomas Barker, merchante, beinge a younge man of honest name 
and fame, a free man and an inhabitant and occupier within the sayd 
cittie is named and appointed to have the sayd xxv li. untill the feast 
of St Michael tharchangel which shall be in the yeare of Our Lord 
God , at which tyme John Harbert should have repaid the same 
and the sayd Thomas Barker to fynd suche good securitye for the 
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repayment theirof as shalbe thought sufficient to the Lord Maior 
and Aldermen upon such condicions and in suche maner as John 
Harbert was bound. 


And nowe it is agreed that Nicholas Kydson a boye sonn of Edward 
Kydson shall have x s. towardes the placinge of him in service at 
London. 


And nowe it is agreed that George Twaites beinge assessed vj s. 
qaurterlye to the poore shall paye from Cristemmas last v s. a 
quarter. 


(77v.) And now it is agreed that Roberte Pearson shall presentlye 
viewe the Sheriffes kydcote and that he shall presentlye cause the 
doors and all other places of the same to be repared which stand 
need of reparacions and the same to be repaired of the cost of the 
Comon Chamber. 


And it is agreed that my Lord Strainge his bearwardes shall have 
lj S. i1j d. of the Comon Chamber. 


(7&r.) Vicesimo primo die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And nowe it is agreed that Elizabeth Harrison a girle of 1x yeres of 
age or thereaboutes one of the doghters of John Harrisonne 
deceased, havinge weeklie iilj d. towardes hir releife shalbe put to 
Hugh Wancurp to be honestlie brought up as apprentes for eight 
yeres and the said Hugh to have ii1j d. wekely for two yeres from 
Satterday next & to be wekly paid by the Head Collector of Monck 
ward. 


And also it is agreed that Mr Chamberlens shall forthwith pay to 
Mr Morehouse xliiij s. x d. rest to hym of his bill of vij li. mij d. x d. 
for certen chardges in the sute for the landes at Naburne. 


(7Sv.) Also it is agreed that whereas proces is comm forth of hir 
Majesties Exchequere to the Sherifes of this cittie of Yorke against 
Mr Morton and Mr Gibsonne late collectors for the first payment of 
the subsidie graunted in anno 1290 for not payment of x li. which is 
unpaid in respecte of the sute for landes in Naburne it is therefore 
agreed that bothe the said Mr Morton and Mr Gibson and Mr 
Sheriffes shalbe dischardged by this Corporacion of all fynes 
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amerciamentes and other chardges which shall come or growe by 
reason of the non payment of the said x li. 


And nowe was sealed with the common seale one lettre of attorney 
accustomed for the Maior & Escheator and the Sherifes to the Lord 
Treasurer. And also one lettre of attorney for the burgesses as hath 
bene accustomed. 


And nowe it is agreed that Isabell Johnson a poure woman shall 
have 1j d. wekly in St Sampsons parishe in Monckward for hir releif. 


(79r.) And nowe it is agreed that warnyng shalbe geven to the 
serchers of all occupacions within this cittie with the residewe of 
their occupacion presently to make repaire to Ousebrige to receyve 
weightes accordinge to hir Majestes proclamacion and that the 
Chamberlens shall provide brasse and lead and stampes for marking 
and sealing weightes. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Chamberlens shall pay to the burgesses 
at there going to London for there dyete & othere necessarys & 
mens levereys as the last burgesses hadd. 


And also it is agreed that Mr Asquyth & Mr Robynson, Aldermen, 
shall speake with Mr Daveson or Mr Beate to see if they will tak a 
yerely fee of this cittie for ther favour in this citties causes. 


(79v.) Vicesimo quarto die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And now was red one lettre which came from the customers and 
comptroller of Hull concerning the not transporting of corne beyond 
the seas wherupon warning by warrant under my Lord Maiors hand 
is delivered to the maisters & owners of keiles & catches & other 
vessels according to the contentes of the said lettre. 


And now certane articles preferred by the bochers concerning their 
traid is put to the consideracion of Mr Thomas Appleyard, Mr 
Lawrence Robinson, Aldermen Mr Cristofer Beckwith & Mr 
Richard Morton and they to certifie ther doinge into this court. 


Item it is agreed that St Georg Howse shalbe viewed by my Lord 
Maior and Wardens of Walmgate ward and report to be maid of the 
reparacions. 
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(80r.) Vicesimo septimo die Januari, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 
Memorandum: that Mistres Yeates is to be considered for the poore. 


And nowe it is agreed that my Lord Maior & wardens of every ward 
shall make a warrant under their handes to comit such persons to 
prison as shall refuse to pay to the preacher and the poure or ether 
of them. 


Item that the burgesses shall have enstructions for obtaining a 
chartre for the releif and setting at libertie poore prisoners comitted 
& convicted for debt be not hable to paie in such manner as is 
graunted to London. 


Item that the burgesses shalbe further enstructed for disallowing the 
graunt for selling salt. 


(SOv.) Vicesimo nono die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And now it is agreed that Mr Meres shall have v li. accustomed for a 
newyers gift paid him by the Chamberlanes. 


It is agreed that the constables shall have commandement to assess 
emongest their parishoners the payments for the pore for a quarter 
latelie begon & afterwardes to be perused by this court. 


Also it is agreed that the fower officers shall have for gathering the 
assessementes for the poore for every quarter v s. a pece. 


And now the assessementes for certane chardges of this cittie were 
assessed. 


And now one Mary Taler a poore woman required a bedrome in St 
Thomas Hospitall without Micklithbar, and yt is referred to Mr 
Wardens of that ward. 


And now it is agreed that William Mason shall have paid xij s. by the 
Chamberlanes in consideracion of certaine sewtes and demaundes 
which he had against Robert Sadler joyner and that in considera- 
cion of the payment of the said xij s. eyther partie to release unto 
other all accions & demaundes betwene them untill this daie. 
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And also it is agreed that Mr Alderman Richardson shall stay and 
kepe in his handes of the releif of the said Mayson vj d. weekly untill 
the said xij s. be paid agane into the chamber in respect that the said 
Sadler is a very poore man. 


Also it is agreed that Jane Stele shall have xvj d. geven her out of the 
comon chamber. 


(S/r.) Ultimo die Januarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And nowe wheras Mr Leonard Beckwith and Mr John Weddell late 
Sheriffes of this cittye dyd levie certane sommes of moneye by 
vertue fieri facias (viz.) of William Farthinge xx s. ix d., Thomas 
Woddy xx s. 1j d, item of Cristofer Fordon xij s. j d., of Robert 
Cotterell xls., of Edward Asbye for Heughe Warcoppe xxvs. iij d., 
item of William Drinkall xxv s., item of Cristofer Place xxx s., it is 
theirfore agreed that the sayd late Sheriffes shall paye to the use of 
the Chamber all the sayd sommes allowinge to them selves (8/v.) 
three shillinge and four pence at every pound for levyinge the same 
and that then everye the sayd persons shall have geven agane to 
them so much as remaneth above xx s., and that Christofer Fordon 
shall make up his somme beinge xiiij s. the somme of xx s., and also 
11j Ss. uj d. for levyinge the same and further proces of fieri facias 
shalbe awarded against suche as payd nothinge upon the last fieri 
facias and it is agreed that the sayd last Sheriffes shall have paid 
them forth of theis fynes either of them xls. which they lent to this 
Corporacion. 


Item it 1s agreed that the Aldermen and xxiijor shall have suche 
money payd them as they lente to this Corporacion of suche money 
as is gathered for powder and the Chamberlans to paye the rest. 


Item it 1s agreed that Barbarye Metcalfe of St Sampsons parishe a 
poore woman shall have ij d. releife weeklye for her selfe and three 
children untill her husband come home to be payd in Monckward. 


(82r.) Tercio die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And nowe my Lord Maior haith delivered unto our newe maister 
the seales of office of maioraltye and Statute Merchant with six 
keyes therunto annexed and one litle seale for sealing of pasportes, 
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and also xl li. called Girlington money and other x1 li. lately geven 
by Mr Drewe gentleman to this Corporacion and the basyn and 
ewer of sylver parcell guilt of Sir Martyne Bowes gifte and one other 
basyn and ewer of sylver parcell guilt of Mr Thomas Metcalfe 
bequest and two lyveraye pottes of sylver one pott of sylver with a 
cover guilt of Mr Tanckard late Recorder his bequest one nest of 
goblettes doble guilt two great saltes of sylver with one cover doble 
guilt of the guifte of Mr John Dyneley late Alderman deceased and 
one other pott of sylver of the guyfte of Mr Cristofer Maulby late 
Alderman deceased and also one sylver bowle parcell guilt lately 
brought from St Thomas Howse and also three scarlett clookes. 


(82v.) Septimo die Februari, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


Wheras Mr William Drewe in his last will and testamente dyd geve 
xl li. to the Lord Maior and cittizens of this cittye to be yearlye lent 
unto suche severall persons beinge buchers as John Weddell gentle- 
man, James Mudd gentleman, Thomas Temple gentleman and 
Roberte Tesimond bucher, should name and if anye of the sayd 
fowere persons should dye that their the survivors should name and 
appoint other persons to joyne with them in nominatinge the same 
buchers to whom the money should be lent, and nowe Mr James 
Mudd and Mr John Weddell do declare and certefye into this courte 
that they have named and appointed John Clidero and George 
Toppin to joyne with them in the premisses in place of Mr Thomas 
Temple and Roberte Tesimond deceased, accordinge to the intent 
of the sayd will. 


(83r.) And nowe John Criplinge and Fabian Farley are chosen 
officers to my Lord Maior for the tyme beinge in the place of 
Richard Maultby and John Jackson late officers and they to have 
such fees and wages as the sayd Maltbye and Jackson hadd. And 
nowe they have taken their oathes accustomed. And nowe the sayd 
John Criplinge being here presente and chosen by most voyces to be 
an officer to the Lorde Maior for the tyme being as is aforesayd not 
withstandinge anye former order made aginst him in this courte 
heretofore for any cause or matter whatsoever. 


And nowe Henry Hall toake his oathe accustomed for assistinge the 
Lord Maior in his office. 


And nowe it is agreed that Thomas Jordan shalbe allowed one bill of 
chardges disbursed by him for this citties causes amounting to 
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XX1j S. uj d. whereof x s. is to be abated by him in respecte that he 
recovered x s. against one Thomas Cootes and theirfore he is to 
have but xij s. mj d. forth of the Chamber. 


And nowe it is agreed that warrantes shalbe made to the constables 
to geve warninge to the howseholders of everye parishe that they 
and their families make resorte and repaire to dyvyne service and 
sermons on Sondaye and Holye dayes as well to their owne parishe 
churches as to Mr Harwood sermons and sermons at the Minster 
and that all householders do shutt up and not keep open their 
doores or shoppe windowes upon Sabbott dayes in tyme of dyvyne 
service Or sermons upon payne of everye one offendinge herein to 
forfaite vj s. vilj d. to the Chamber (83v. ) and presenter equaliter. 
And also that the sayd constables do commaund all housholders 
that none of their servantes or retayners do in tyme of dyvine service 
or sermons use anye unlawfull games in the streetes or be their idle 
and that the sayd constables upon like payne as is before sayd do not 
onelye geve speciall regard of all the premisses but also do certifie 
unto me the sayd Lord Maior or the Wardens of that ward the 
names of all offenders in the premisses. 


And nowe it is agreed that the billes for certane chardges of this 
cittie beinge assessed shall begine for this yeare for one quarter 
ended at Cristemmas last 1588 and so furthe for one whole yeare. 


And also that the billes for the poore shall continewe as they were 
the last quarter untill the quarter be ended. 


(86r.) Tercio die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


Assembled in the Counsell Chamber upon Owsbridge and after 
assembled in the comon hall of this cittie when and where after 
proclamacion maid the Searchers roll was redd and Mr James 
Birkby late Lord Maior toake his leave of the commons there 
assembled and then the newe Maior sat downe and toake his oath 
appoynted for every temporall judg, justice maior &c. by Act of 
Parliament in the first yeare of Her Majestes reigne and also his 
oathe of maioralty accustomed and after them the Aldermen 
Sheriffes & 24 of the pryvie counsell of the said cittie there assembled 
toake ther oathes accustomed. And also Raynolde Fawes and 
Antony Pulley esquiers at sword and mace toke their oathes and 
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also Thomas Benson, Robert Hill, Peter Waite, John Farrington, 
officers, toke their oathes accustomed. 


(S6v.) And now the new Lord Maior, Mr Cristofer Harbert & 
Mr James Birkby Aldermen his sewerties after the Lord Maior was 
sworne did deliver to Mr Recorder and Mr Percivall brooke one 
obligacion of fyve hundreth poundes for the trewe accompting of 
the said Lord Maior. 


And now the same date and place were appoynted auditors to sit 
upon the accomptes of Mr James Birkby late Lord Maior, the 
Chamberlaines and Comon Husband then being viz. 


Mr Robert Asquith 
Mr Robert Brooke 
Mr Thomas Appleyard 
Mr Lawrenc Robinson 


Aldermen 


Percivall Brooke 
Thomas Moseley 
Robert Pacocke 
Henry Hall 


Robert Myers 
Marmaduke Sothaby 
Henry Pullan 

Robert Harrison merchant 


Richard Huton 
Thomas Asquith 
William Scot mercer 
Percivallus Lovet 


24 


Commons 


Commons 


(88v.) Decimo die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


Assembled in the Junior Chamber in the comon hall the daye and 
yere abovesayd when and wher one lettre was redd which came 
from the burgesses towchinge a chardge of six hundreth poundes 
supposed by them to be chardged upon this cittye for contribucion 
of settinge forth of two shippes and one pynnace in her Majestes 
service by them of Hull. It is theirfore agreed that one lettre by 
Mr Recorders advyce shalbe written to the righte honorable the 
Earle of Huntingdon for his favoure towardes this cittye in that 
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behalfe the effecte of whiche lettre enseweth beinge sente to his 
honour.° 


(90r.) Decimo quarto die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-89). 


And nowe it is agreed that warrantes shalbe made to the constables 
to certefye everye Thursdaye the names of suche as came to dwell in 
their parishes and to delyver over their preceptes to the next 
constables. 


(90v.) Item it is agreed that Richard East of Belfrayes parishe shall 
be from henceforth dischardged of vj d. a quarter his payment to the 
poore in respect of his releiving of a poore child being in his custody. 


It is agreed that a late order maid at the last court for shutting up 
shoppes & dores in service and sermon tymes on Sabbaoth daies 
shall not in that poynt be prejudiciall to the fishmongers in the tyme 
of Lent onelie. 


(91r.) Vicesimo primo die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-89). 


And it is agreed that John Carter shalbe considered of in the next 
assessement for the poore in respect he doth releive three poore 
children of Thomas Carter his late brother deceased & is not of 
hability as he haith bene before. 


It is agreed that the citties weightes or so many of them as shalbe 
needfull shalbe delivered to the cittizins to the end first to try their 
weightes and that then their weightes being made just the Chamber- 
lanes or some of them to go and seale and stamp the same at mens 
howses; and that all small weightes shalbe brought into the Chamber 
there to be sealed and the Chamberlanes to receve such money 
therfor as by the late proclamacion is lymitted. 


It is agreed that William Pearson shall have paid him by Mr Chamber- 
lanes vj s. vulj d. for steele iron and graving the stampes and markes 
for sealing of weightes. 


(91v.) Wheras the Armorers and Cutlers have renewed the old 
complantes concerning their trades it is thought convenient that the 


> The text of the letter follows on folios 89r—v. 
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Armorers shall procure a copie of the orders of the Armorers of 
London to the end that this court may better determyne betwene 
the said parties and in the meane tyme both the said parties to be 
quiet. 


And nowe it is agreed the Raulf Hardie and other pastermaisters of 
Walmegate ward shalbe dischardged of one presentment maid 
against them at the sessions holden the 7 of October 1588. 


And wheras Myles Gray is behand to the poore vj s. vulj d. and to 
and?° other bill for certane chardges of this cittie 1ij s., it is agreed that 
the said Miles shall pay vs. of his said arrerages and from henceforth 
stand dischardged of anie further payment of the said bills so long as 
he doth releive and kepe the wife and children of one Skaif a pore 
man. 


It is agreed that Roger Walker shall paie his assessementes for the 
poore so furr as is dewe and at the next assessement to be considered. 


(92r.) Vicesimo sexto die Februaru, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And nowe upon complaint made by the bakers that wheat is at 
1ij Ss. 1) d. the bushell and baketh after uj s. & wher the sayd baikers 
dyd put in to jd. white loofe i1j s. troye over and besydes the statute 
therefore upon some consideracion hadd of the premisses it is 
agreed that they shall put in xviij d. troy weight and no more and the 
same to remaine duringe the pleasure of my Lord Maior, Aldermen 
and previcounncell of this cittie; and also the sayd bakers to take 
assisse from my Lord Maior as well for their white bread as their 
whitten bread bolted bread and housebread, as the prices of corne 
and decreasethe. ’ 


Wheras Thomas Richardson armorer of St Martins parishe is 
assessed v s. ij d. by yeare to the poore it is agreed that from 
henceforthe he shall stand dischardged of paynge to the poore so 
longe as he dothe keepe and releife one poore child of John Walkers 
deceased and he to pay xij d. of his arrearages. 


PUI. 
4. Sie: 
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(92v.) And nowe certaine articles preferred by the Partchment 
makers are referred to be perused by Mr Brooke and Mr Trewe 
Aldermen and to be delyvered into this courte. 


Item it is agreed that one bill of chardges amountinge to xv li. 1ij s. vj d. 
shalbe paid by the Chamberlans which bill doth concerne the sewte 
at Naborne and other causes at London disbursed by Mr Belt as bya 
particular bill appearethe. 


And now it is agreed that no person or persons of the occupacion of 
bakers shall within fower yeares next after such tymes as he shall set 
up as maister in the said craft take any apprentice into his service to 
exercise any part of his trade except he be the child of a free cittizen 
of this cittie which it shalbe lawfull for them to take at any tyme so 
that the said apprentice be bound for no lesse terme than x, xj or xij 
yeares as his age shall requier at the discretion of the Lord Maior of 
the said cittie for the tyme being bycause and reason the poore of 
this cittie are to be placed in service upon pane of everyone offending 
herein to forfact xl s. for every offence to be paid and devided 
thone half to the Comon Chamber and thother half to the occupacion 
of bakers. 


(93r.) Tercio die Marcii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


It is agreed that a foote post shall be hyred to goo to London with 
lettres to the burgesses. 


(93v.) Vicesimo octavo die Februarii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9).* 


And now it is agreed that William Harrison tyler shall from hencforth 
yearlie during his life repare and uphold the citties causes extending 
from Monckbarre to the crosse on Heworth more and also all the 
cawsey extending from Lathropp Posteron unto the said cawsey 
leading from Monckbarre nighe the said crosse with coble sand and 
workmanshipp and in consideracion therof it is agreed that the said 
William shall have yearelie xiij s. 111) d. during his life to be equallie 
paid at Penticoste & Saint Martyne the Bishopp in wynter. 


And now Raulf Hodgshon haith put him self apprentice from the 
date hereof for seaven yeares unto John Dickonson blacksmith and 


* Meetings out of order in the original. 
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the said John in this court haith promissed to fynd his apprentice all 
necessaries and in consideracion therof it is agreed that he shall 
have iij s. ij d. out of the Comon Chamber. 


And now it is agreed that Richard Wray shall have ij s. towardes his 
releif forth of the Chamber in respecte of his povertie. 


(94v.) And nowe was redd the draught or copie of one late newe 
charter concerninge the obtayninge of a fortnight faire and for the 
reducing of the malt kilnes within this cittie into the number of 
fourtene and no mo; and that the Lord Maior Aldermen Sheriffes 
and such as have or shalbe Sheriffes of this cittye should make actes 
and ordinaunces for the good government of the sayd kylnes and of 
the inhabitantes within the sayd cittye. 


And it is nowe agreed that the chartre shalbe amended in that poynt 
as towchinge the number of kilnes onelye (viz.) that no certane 
number of kilnes shalbe named but that the appointing of the 
number maye be at the discrettion of the Lord Maior Aldermen 
Sheriffes and such as have or shalbe Sheriffes of this cittye for the 
tyme beinge and all the other grauntes poyntes and articles contayned 
in the sayd copie of the chartre to proceed. 


(95r.) Decimo octavo die Marcii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


Assembled in the Common Hall of this cittye the daye and yeare 
abovesayd for the elettion of an Alderman in the place of Laurence 
Robinson Alderman, deceased. And upon three elites put in by the 
Common Counsell and Head Searchers of the x11j and xvth craftes 
(that is to say) Mr Cristofer Beckwith, Mr Richard Murton, and Mr 
Thomas Moysley, the said Thomas Moiseley by the most voyces of 
my Lord Maior, Aldermen and Sheriffes is chosen to be alderman in 
rome and place of the sayd Lawrence Robinson. 


(96r.) Decimo nono die Marcii, 31 Eliz. (1588-9). 


And now it is agreed that the constables of everye parishe shall have 
warninge to gather upp the money for setting forthe of shippes and 
that they and two of the most substanciall cittizens of everye parishe 
be and appeare in this courte to morowe at one of the clocke in the 
afternone bringinge withe them a note of such persons within ther 
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said parishes as they doe thinke omitted and not chardged in the 
said assessemente beinge of like or better habilitie thene some 
alredye assessed to the end that consideracion may be had of suche 
persons. 


(96v.) Vicesimo die Marcii, 31 Eliz. (1588-89). 


And now it is agreed that a tonne of Gascoigne wyne shalbe geven 
to the right honorable Henrye Earle of Huntingdon as a present. 


And now it is agreed that notes shall be maid to the constables and 
fower men of everye parishe to make ther assessmentes for the 
poore for a quarter of a yeare beginninge on the xxij day of Aprill 
next and so for one whole yeare not dealing with any that were 
assessed by the consent of the Lord President and Lord Archbishopp. 


(97r.) Secundo die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And Mr Alderman Robinson one of the burgesses of this cittie did 
delyver to my Lord Maior certayne articles indented for and towching 
salt whiche was redd in these presentes as also the copie of the 
charter for the fares in this cittie which articles were delivered to 
him agane. 


And now it is agreed that Mr Brooke, Mr Richardson, Mr Birkbye 
and Mr Moseley, Aldermen, or three of them shall audit the 
accompte of Mr Alderman Harberte, late collector for the poore for 
Bowthome ward and Munckward as appearethe by severall billes of 
assessemente. And all those which was then collectors to have 
warninge to appeare before them on Owsbridg on Wednesday next 
in the afternone brinninge with them ther bills of ther colleccion. 


And now it is agreed that warning shalbe geven to all the constables 
to collect ther money latly assessed and those which dothe refuse to 
pay to warne them to appeare at this place before this howse on 
Fryday next, viz., Micklythe ward and Munckward at viijth of the 
clocke before none and Bowthome warde and Walmegate ward at 
one of the clocke in the after none. 


And also Jeffrey Sympson bocher in Christ parishe shall have vj d. 
wekelie for the keeping of Cristofer Scotson a poore boye late one 
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of the children of Georg Scotson deceased to be payd by the Head 
Collector in Munckwarde. (97v.) And wher ther was geven to Sycilie 
Scoctson in her lif tyme vj d. wekelie for the mayntenance of her 
children it is now agreed that the same vj d. wekely shall be geven 
from henceforthe to George Scotson one of her children to be paid 
by the collector of Munckward. 


(9&r.) Septimo die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And wheras Mr Harrison Alderman had one of the citties corselettes 
delivered to him and as yet not paid for to this Corporacion and 
wheras the said Alderman haith agreed to paie such some for the 
same as this court shall shold set downe, yt is this daie agreed that 
the said Alderman shall paie for the said corselet xxx s. and being 
here present he is content to paie the same. 


(98v.) Octavo die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


It is agreed that the officers & constables of every ward shall have 
delivered to them the names of the better sort of the commons in 
every ward within this cittie and they to demaund the somes imposed 
upon such comons for the chardge of setting forth shippes and such 
as refuse the said officers and constables to comaund them upon 
pane of xls. to appeare before the Lord Maior on Owsbridg ther to 
pay their said assessement viz. xxti persons in Walmegateward and 
xvj in Bothom ward to morow being Wednesday at 8 of the clocke in 
the forenone of the same daie and x persons of Micklithward and x 
persons of Monckward on Thursdaie next at 8 of the clocke in the 
forenone of the same daie; and yt is agreed by thes presentes that 
such persons as upon their apparance will not pay their assessementes 
shalbe comitted to ward at the discretion of my Lord Maior and his 
bretheren Aldermen then present. 


(99r.) Nono die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that a lettre upon sight to be answered shalbe 
served upon Mr Henry Cholmeley for such money as he doth owe 
this Corporacion and Mr Recorders advise to be taken therin. 
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And now it is agreed that warrantes shalbe made to the officers and 
constables to attach the bodies of such persons as did not appere 
this day before this court to pay their assessment for shippes having 
had warning as the officer doth testifie. 


(99v.) Undecimo die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


It is agreed that James Godson shalbe comitted to ward for that he 
refuseth to pay his j s. imposed upon him for the charge of setting 
forth of the shippes at Hull in her Majestes service. 


(100r.) Decimo sexto die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


It is agreed that William Gilmyn shall from henceforth stand dis- 
chardged of his xij s. iiij d. by yeare imposed upon him for and 
towardes the releif of the poore in respect and so long as he doth 
releif 2 children of one Nicolsons and one child of Vincent Crockeys. 


(100v.) Vicesimo tercio die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe the searchers of bakers compleaned of dyvers poore 
wedowes and others for bakinge spiced cakes, it is nowe agreed that 
the sayd Searchers shall deliver unto the Lord Maior a note having 
written in it the names and surnames of all suche as bake spiced 
cakes to the end that my Lord Maior should sett downe what fynes 
and agreament they and everye of them shall paye to the bakers and 
common chamber for their alowaunce. 


And nowe William Maxwell sonne of Brian Maxwell haith put him 
selfe an apprintice into Peter Currer joyner with him to dwell as 
apprintice (/0/r.) from this daye for and duringe twelve yeares 
notwithstandinge anye acte ordynance or agreament conteyned in 
the joyners and carpenters ordinaunce in respecte that the sayd 
apprintice 1s the child of a poore decaed cittizen and theirfore if the 
sayd maister be fynable for the sayd ordinall of joyners it is agreed 
that all such fynes shall be forgeven him in respecte aforesayd. 


And nowe certane articles preferred by the boyers and perused by 
certane of this courte were ratified confirmed and agreed to be 
engrossed. 
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And nowe it is agreed that the poore people shalbe viewed at their 
howses viz. Bothomeward on Mondaye next in the foore none, 
Monckward in the after none, Micklithward on Tewsdaye forenone 
and Walmegate ward on Tewsdaye after none. 


(J01v.) Ultimo die Aprilis, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe it is agreed that the Wardmote courtes shalbe kept on 
Mondaye next (viz.) Bowthome ward and Monckward on Mondaye 
forenone and Micklithwarde and Walmegate warde on Mondaye 
after none. 


Item this daye Mr Alderman Robinson dyd deliver the articles for 
sellinge salt into this court and it is agreed that the same shall be 
enrolled and layd up in the cupbord. 


And nowe it is agreed that two shillinges sex pence shall weeklye be 
geven to the poore people taken in St Marygate out of the collection 
of Bothomward and that my Lord Maior and Aldermen Warden of 
that ward shall sett downe and name the poore (/02r.) people which 
shall have the said releife and by whom it shall be payd to their 
handes and this is thus geven in respecte that the sayd poore shall 
not beg in the sayd cittie. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Robert Brooke, Mr Thomas Moseley, 
Aldermen, Mr Christofer Beckwithe and Mr Edward Fawcett shall 
with all conveneint expedicion repaire to the Straingers inhabitinge 
within this cittye which have not payd their as[sessement] for the 
contribucion at Hull and they to rece[yve]’ their resolute aunswers. 


Articles of agreament indented passed before the right honorable 
Henry Earle of Huntingdon, Lord President of the North, 
betwene the Knightes of the countie of Yorke and the cittizins of 
the cittie of Yorke and countie of the same of the one partie and 
Thomas Wilkes esquier one of the clarkes of her Majestes pryvie 
counsell and John Smith of Lymme Regis in the countie of 
Northf. gent., of the other partie for and concerning a graunt 
from her Majestie to the said Thomas Wilkes for the making or 
providing of white salt within the port of Hull etc. set downe with 
the allowance of the said Earle the xvij daie of Marche 1588 as 
followeth: 


° Part of the page is torn. 
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There were assembled before the said Earle for the countie of 
Yorke and for the countie of the cittie of Yorke, Sir Raulf Burchier 
and Sir Henry Constable Knightes, Mr Robert Askewe, Mr William 
Robinson and Mr Wollon complaning in the behalf of the said 
countyes against the said patent of salt alledging two especiall 
inconveniences to have geven therby to the inhabitantes of the said 
counties the one by reason of the comon scaircitie of salt within the 
counties and the other the dearth (102v.) and highe prices thereof 
for redresse of which inconvenyence sundrie consultacions were 
had betwene the said parties and offers made on bothe sydes. In the 
end for a good and fynall conclusion and agrement the said Thomas 
Wilkes and John Smithe made offer unto them that whereas the said 
patent had bene verie chargeable to them and others in the erecting 
of pannes and providinge great masses of salte which to this day had 
yeilded them lytle or no comoditie and that there was yet to come of 
the terme lymittid in the said pattent xvulj yeres they the said Wilkes 
and Smithe were contentid to resigne and make voyde the said 
patent for so muche as concerned the countie and places aforesaid 
at the end of fower yeres to begyn at the feast of St Michael the 
Archanngell next endsewinge and to determeyn at the same feast 
which shalbe in the yere of oure lord God 1593 and in the meane 
tyme and till then would furnishe the said countie with sufficient 
quantities of white salte to be browght to Hull and ther sould by 
water measure at fiftene pence the bushell and at all other portes 
townes within the porte of Hull and counties aforesaid by land 
measure at fowertene pence the bushell and to be measured accord- 
inge to the water measure at Hull; provided alwaies and it is promised 
by the knightes in the behalf of the said countie and by the said 
cittizins for the Cittie and countie of the same that in this caise no 
ympeachement or interrupcion shalbe geven or done or procured to 
be geven or done to the said Wilkes or Smithe or such persons as 
they or either of them shall depute and employe in the providinge 
and sellinge of the said salte at the said prizes but shall have free 
libertie duringe the said terme to take the full benefitt of the said 
graunt within the counties and places aforesaid. This offer was 
willinglie accepted by the knightes and (J03r.) burgesses afore 
named in the presence of the said Earle and thereupon assentid and 
agreed unto on both sydes with the proviso aforesaid. 


And it was further promised and agreed hereby betwene the said 
Thomas Wilkes, John Smithe and the knightes and cittizins aforesaid 
that he the said John Smithe his deputeis and servantes shall for the 
carriage of the provisions of salte to be maid for the said counties by 
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sea frome the Sheildes, Newcastle, Sunderland and Hull and the 
members of that port, use employe and set on worke a convenyent 
nomber of the drayers and keeles of the cittie of York and other 
places neare adjoyninge so as the said drayers be good and service- 
able and the persons honest and of truste and will serve at as 
reasonable raites and as good cheape as others will doo. 


And in caise any ambiguitie, double controversie, or different shall 
at any tyme hereafter happen or arrise in the matter of this agrement 
betwene the said Thomas Wilkes, John Smithe and the inhabitantes 
of the cittie of York and the countie of the same or of any other 
towne or place within the counties aforesaid that then the parties on 
both sydes shall and will referr the decision of any such ambiguitie 
double controversie or different to the Lord President before 
mencionid. 


And fynallie the said knightes and cittizins for the better establishmte 
and execucion of this order and agrement do promis and will do 
there uttermoste endevour as well for them selves as for the counnties 
townes and places (J03v.) for which they ar chosen to holde and 
observe invyolable for the terme aforesaid so mutche of this order 
and agrement as doth concerne them or ther partie and will yeilde 
there beste assistaunce ande furtherance for the due execucion of 
the said order and agrement against suche as shall attempte to 
ympugne the same even as the said Thomas Wilkes and John Smithe 
do for them and there deputies and servantes promis and agre by 
thes articles to fulfill and accomplishe all thinges pointes and matters 
therin to be observed and kept on there partes. 


In witness whereof the parties on both sydes have hereunto set there 
handes the day and yeare above written. 


Thomas Wilkes John Smythe. 


Subscribed by the said Thomas and John Smythe in the presence of 
me John Coles citizen and writer of the courte lettre of London. 


(104r.) Secundo die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe William Mangham sonne and servant of Raulf Mangham 
one of the measures at the staith toke his oath here in open court for 
his trewe and just measuring of corne, grane, coles, salt and other 
thinges as deputy and servant for his said father during the pleasure 
of my Lord Maior and Aldermen etc. 
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And nowe also Thomas Bell servant unto James Allenby another 
measurer there did take like oath for his trewe measuring as deputie 
to his said maister during the pleasure of this court. 


(104v.) And nowe were appoynted Highe Collectors for the poore 
weeklie from Frydaye the 9 of May 1589 for a week ther ended, viz. 
for Bothomeward Mr Robert Brooke Alderman, for Monckward 
Mr Cristofer Harbert, for Walmegate ward Mr Alderman Mosley 
and for Micklithward Mr Alderman Trewe. 


And now it is agreed that John Lealome a poore man shall have 
ij s. vj d. of Mrs Litster monev towardes his releif to be paid by 
Mr Alderman Robinson. 


Item it is agreed that William Robinson sonne of Richard Robinson 
taler shall have vj s. viij d. geven him out of the comon chamber in 
respect of placing him in service at London. 


Item it is agreed that Christofer Jackson shall have payd him 
XXXlllj S. lj d. beinge arrearages for the releife of two poore 
children of John Harrisons deceased beinge behind for one yeare at 
ilij d. a weeke. 


(105r.) And nowe it is agreed that Mr Birkbye shall bringe into this 
courte all suche leases as are remaininge in his handes on Tewsdaye 
next at nyne of the clocke in the fore none before my Lord Maior 
and some of his bretheren Aldermen and the parties to have warninge 
to be their with their money and to sett their leases. 


(105v.) Septimo die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And wheras Antony Graves younger is committed to prison for 
disorder in his house in service and sermon tymes and for resistinge 
Mr Alderman Birkbye when he came to make searche, it is nowe 
theirfore agreed that the sayd Anthonye shall with good sewerties 
enter into recognisance that he shall not from hence fourthe brewe 
or tiple or use anye unlawfull games in this house and that a sciri 
facias shalbe made upon his recognisance and that he the sayd 
Antonye shall remane in prison for his disorder and disobedience 
duringe the pleasure of the Lord Maior and Aldermen and pay such 
fyne for his disobedience as they shall set downe. 
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(106r.) And nowe it is agreed that the officers shall take and attache 
all suche persons as have not payd their assessament for the poore 
and to bringe them before the Lord Maior and Aldermen to this 
courte on Frydaye next at nyne of the clocke in the fore none.” 


And also nowe bills shalbe made to the constables for their weeklye 
certificate of suche poore as come to dwell in their parishes and for 
shutting dores in service and sermon tymes. 


And nowe it is agreed that all suche as have not payd their fynes for 
leases shalbe commaunded to appeare before my Lord Maior and 
Mr Alderman Birkbye on Ousbridge on Satterdaye next at nyne of 
the clocke in the foore none. 


And nowe it is agreed that the belman shall go about to see if anye 
will take a lease of the Castell Milnes for yearlye rent or otherwise 
and that in the meane tyme the wardens of Walmegate warde to 
dischardge Miles Fell the milner their of the possession theirof. 


And nowe it is agreed that Anne Harrison a poore girle one of the 
doughters of John Harrison beinge in the custodie of Cristofer 
Jackson shall have u1j d. weeklye and Richard Harrison a poore 
boye sonne of the said John Harrison shall have vj d. weeklye. 


(106v.) Nono die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe Maistris Temple called before theis presentes for arrearages 
for the poore, it is agreed that she shall presentlye paye x s. and so 
be dischardged for further sessement which she haith promised. 


And nowe Mr Roberte Asquith, Mr Andrewe Trewe, Aldermen 
Mr Persevall Brooke, Brian Birkhead and John Busfeild shalbe 
oversears of Tang Hall for this yeare next ensewinge. 


(107r.) And nowe it is agreed that the Lord Maior and Aldermen 
shall viewe the citties landes and the tenementes graunted from her 
Majestie by lease to the end to see who will take anye newe leases of 
this corporacion (viz.) Bowthomeward on Mondaye next at seaven 
of the clocke 1n the forenone and Monckward at one of the clocke in 
the after none of the same daye and Walmegate ward on Tewsdaye 


'° The decision to levy the assessment was taken on the previous meeting. 
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at eight of the clocke in the forenone and Micklithward on Tewsdaye 
at after none. 


Wheras William Harrison tiler haith delivered to the handes of 
Mr Alderman Birkbye a clocke and a petticoot and other goodes to 
be sould for the dischardge of Thomas Kilborne lienge in Peter 
preson for about xxvj s. vilj d. debt for which he was sewertye for, 
the sayd Harrison to one Tomlinson, the sayd Harrison appearinge 
this daye before the Lord Maior and Aldermen to sell the sayd 
goodes and to paye the money receyved for the same for the 
dischardge of the sayd Kilborne. 


(107v.) Decimo quarto die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe it is agreed that the officers shall presentlie demaunde of 
the Aldermen and Sheriffes and suche as have been Sheriffes all 
suche moneye as they are assessed for the releife of the poore in 
respecte that their is no money to paye the poore and if in caise anye 
do refuse to paye and do not paye before Frydaye next at none that 
then the officers do comaund all such persons to appeare before my 
Lord Maior on Frydaye next at two of the clocke in the after none of 
the same daye on Ousebridge their to receave my Lord Maior his 
further direccion. 


(J08r.) And nowe it is agreed that a warrant shalbe mayd to 
Mr William Fairfax and Mr Henrye Fairfax for reparinge Bowe 
Brigge. 


It is agreed that Robert Pearson and some two of the Chamberlaines 
shall see what tyle are needfull for St Cuthbarte churche in Lath- 
roppe and shall deliver so manye from St Alhalloo in Peaseholme 
and the rest of the tyle and tymber and stone to be taken downe and 
kept for the use of the poore of this cittye. 


And it is agreed that William Hewett shall have iij s. iiij d. out the 


common chamber for his releife and for bearinge his chardges to 
Buxtons in respecte of his infirmitye. 


(J08v.) Decimo sexto die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And wheras John Sym is assessed x s. for Hull it is agreed that he 
shall paie but vj s. vilj d. in respect of his decay. 
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(J09r.) And nowe was redd in this court a certificate of the burden 
of a shipp called the Elizabeth Jonas of Yorke furnished by Francis 
Jaque and others and estemed to be of burden of 200 tunnes and 
upward of her takelinge which shipp was viewed and sene by dyvers 
of good skill yt is therfor agreed that the certificate shalbe engrossed 
and sealed with the Lord Maiors seale. 


It is also agreed that John Skelton a poore boy of 8 yeares of age in the 
custody of John Smith shall have weeklie iiij d. in Walmegatewarde. 


And likewise it is agreed that William Pallizer a poore boye in the 
custodye of Cristofer Pallizer weeklye ij d. 


(J09v.) Decimo octavo die Maii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe yt is agreed that Margarett Wright a poore woman shall 
have uj d. weikelye to be paid in Walmegayte wardd in Saincte 
Margeretts parishe. 


(J10r.) It is agreed that Mr Antony Pulley esquier at mace to the 
Lord Maior shall with all convenient speede ride to London to the 
right honorable the Earle of Huntingdon towching the straingers 
that refuse to pay towardes the contribution at Hull and that he shall 
enquier where CC li. may be taken at interest at x li. at C li. 


And now it is agreed that Uxor Bowman of St Martyns parishe shall 
have weeklie viij d. for her releif to be paid by the Head Collector of 
Bothome ward. 


Yt is agreed that 3 children of Thomas Carters shall have iiij s. a 
quarter and the same to be paid to John Carter their uncle beinge 
the quarterlie chardge imposed upon him towardes the releif to the 
poore which money is allowed to him in respect that he doth releif 
the said children. 


(J/0v.) Quarto die Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And it is agreed that all the constables of everye parishe which did 
not on Thursdaye last to certefie what straingers came into their 
parishe to dwell shall everye one of them pay xij d. for a fyne to the 
comon chamber to be payd without mitigacon. 
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And nowe it is agreed that Thomas Ketland baker shall paye xij d. 
for a fine against bakinge bread on the Sabothe daye. 


(J//r.) And nowe it is agreed that the pillorye and cappon call 
shalbe amended of the chardges of the common chamber. 


And nowe it is agreed that the common pound fold nighe St Laurence 
churche standinge upon the cittyes ground shalbe removed and sett 
upon some other convenient place at the discrecion of the wardens 
of that ward if they thinke it so convenient. 


(J11v.) Sexto Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that John Banester inholder and tipler shalbe 
dischardged of keeping any alehowse or tiplinghowse in respect of 
great disorder which was kept and used in his howse on Wednesday 
at night last xij of the clocke at night by diverse disorderd fidlers and 
other persons him self being pryvie therunto and in their companie 
and further that a sciri facias shalbe maid against him and his 
sewerties upon his recognisance. 


(J0/2r.) It is agreed that Richard Shawe of Trynities in Miclegate 
Shall have ij d. weeklie in that ward in respecte of his age and 
povertie to begyn for a weeke ended the viij’ of June 1589. 


To my loving frendes the Lord Maior and Recorder 
of the cittie of Yorke. 


After my hartie comendacions. For as much.as I have receyved 
lettres from the Lordships of her Majestes privye counsell written 
by her Mayjestes speciall direccion for the putting of the forces in 
dyvers counties under my Lieutenancie both of horse and fotemen 
in presente redynes with all their furniture and that I have geven 
direccion for the viewe and muster to be taken both of traned and 
private men and all their furniture within the severall dyvisions of 
that countie all upon one daie viz the xxvijth of June next, thes 
shalbe to will and comaund you and by vertue of her Majestes 
comission of letenancy to me directed to comaund you to take such 
order that not onelie the traned men within the cittie and Ainstie of 
Yorke with all their furniture but also that the men privatelie 
chardged with their furniture be comaunded to be in some con- 
venient. place to be viewed and mustered the said day by those to 
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whom formerlye committed the chardge of the said men wherin I 
doe requier you to joyne with them for ther better assistance therin; 
I have written to Matthewe Pollard who hath the chardge of the 
private men within that dyvision to be present at the sayd vewe and 
have especiall care of their furniture and likewise to the two gentle- 
men that have the chardg of the traned men to se the furniture of 
their bandes. I doubt not but that you will having this warning 
before hand take such order that if any wantes be eyther in the same 
furniture of the traned bandes of the private men the same shalbe 
presently supplied and made perfect so as at the said muster no 
defecte shalbe found at all and if in case any of the traned men 
appoynted this last yeare within the division be deade or removed 
from his habitacion or by any other accident not redy and fit to serve 
ther places must (//2v.) be presentlie supplied with other good and 
sufficient men fit for service and so I do requier that they may with 
the consent and liking of their captanes I do requier to have a 
perfect certificate of the traned men within that division as also of 
their furniture and likewise of the furniture of the private men there 
requiring also that I may be advised from you what store of powther 
ther is both in the comon provision of the cittie and also in private 
merchantes handes. Thus I comit you to godes tuicion. From the 
court the 23 of May 1589. 


Your Lordships loving frend 
H. Huntingdon. 


(1013r.) Undecimo die Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


Wheras one Francis Hardye hatter was this last year franchised for 
vj li. xitj Ss. uj d., wherof he paid xiijs. iiij d. in hand and for the rest 
he found sewerties Thomas Drye and Edward Wilson and within 
one month after his enfranchesment the sayd Hardye beinge in- 
debted dyd departe this cittie and since made no retorne wherupon 
the sayd Drye beinge called into this courte for payment of the sayd 
vj li., xls. theirof beinge alredye dewe dyd make his request that he 
might be dischardged of the sayd vj li. in respecte of the departure of 
the sayd Hardye and for that the other sewertye is dead which 
beinge considered it is agreed that from henceforth the sayd Hardye 
shall stand dischardged and that from henceforth neither he (J0/3v.) 
nor anye his children shall clame any fredom oneles they come and 
pay the sayd vj li. and further that they sayd sewerties shalbe 
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dischardged of the sayd paymente he painge in hand xx s. for his 
better learninge and caveat for whom he is sewertye. 


(1/4v.) Decimo tercio die Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that William Skarre of Alhallowes in North- 
streete in respect of his sore legg and that he is not hable to worke 
shall have iiij d. weeklie in Micklithward so long as yt shall neede. 


(J15r.) Memorandum that the tre and twentie day of Aprill in the 
one and thurtie yere of the reigne of oure soveraigne ladie Elizabeth 
by the grace of God Quene of England, Fraunce and Ireland 
defendor of the faithe etc., in the tyme of the maioraltie of Thomas 
Jackson Lord Maior of the cittie of Yorke, at the humble request of 
the maisters and brethren of the butchers of this cittie all the said 
auncient ordynance was by the said maior and his brethren aldermen 
and privie counsell of this cittie that is to say the said Thomas 
Jackson, Lord Maior, Cristofer Harbert, Robert Maskewe, Thomas 
Harrison, Robert Askwith, Robert Broke, Thomas Appleyard, 
James Birkbie and Thomas Moseley Aldermen, William Paycock, 
Sheriffe, Percyvall Broke, Robert Watter, Rowland Fawcet, William 
Gibson and Robett Paycock of the privie counsell deliberaitlie 
perused and thereupon by the consent of the said butchers further 
augmentid and amendid as followeth videlicet: 


First it is enactid that no butcher within this cittie and suburbes of 
the said citte shall kill or dresse or suffer to be killid or dressed 
within this cittie and suburbs of the same any manner of fleshe upon 
the Sonday nor open there shopp windowes or hange furth there 
fleshe furthe of ther shoppes upon the Sonday in payne of everie one 
therein offendinge beinge presentid by the searchers or any other 
person to forfacte and pay for everie suche offence v s., thone half 
thereof to the comon chamber of this cittie and thother half to the 
said occupacion of butchers or presenter thereof. 


(115v.) Also it is ordeined that as ofte as the searchers of the said 
occupacion shall geve lawfull warninge to their said occupacion to 
come to the comon place for the weale of this cittie and profitt of the 
said crafte and he or they so beinge warnid come not withoute a 
reasonable excuse shall forfacte and pay xx d. to be paid and devidid 
as is aforesaid. 
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Also it is ordeynid that if any of the said occupacion shall disorderlie 
misuse the searchers for the tyme beinge either in there searche or 
in the comon place or any other brother of the same fellowshipp 
either by undecent wordes or dedes or be disobedience and will not 
obey the searchers lawfull commaundement shall forfact and pay 
for everie suche offence vj s. vilj d. to be paid and devidid as is 
aforesaid. 


Also it is ordeynid that no maister of the said occupacion shall by 
him self his servantes or apprentices, dresse anie manner of fleshe 
whatsoever furthe of there owne howses or shoppes for any person 
within this cittie but that the pennymen in this cittie shall have the 
dressinge of all suche fleshe with the whole benifitt thereof, and not 
the free butchers of this cittie upon paine of everie maister herin 
offendinge to forfact and pay for everie suche offence iij s. iiij d. to 
be paid and devidid as aforesaid, provided alwaies that if the penny- 
men cannot serve the cittizins in reasonable tyme that then it shalbe 
lawfull for any cittizin to take and have any jurneyman or poore 
butcher to kill in tyme of nede in any fremans howse for his owne 
provision accordinge to the raite hereafter followinge: that is to say 
in everie fremans howse for his owne provision, for one oxe vj d., 
for a cow ij d., fora swyne ij d. (//6r.) for a calfe ij d., for a shepe 
or lamb j d. a pece and for a brawen 11j d., and if they kill at the 
pennymen there howses everie man to pay according to the auncient 
custome. 


Also it is ordeined that everie pennyman within this cittie shall 
worke with everie butcher of the said occupacion for such waiges as 
hereafter followeth, that is to say for everie oxe, cowe, stott or whie 
ij d., for a shepe or lambe ob’, for thre calves ij d. and for a swyne 
j d. upon paine of everie pennyman so refusinge to forfact and pay 
lj S. uj d. in forme aforesaid. 


Also it is ordeined that if the searchers of the said occupacion of 
butchers at any tyme make any lawfull presentment to the Lord 
Maior for the tyme beinge of anie person within this cittie or 
suburbs for keepinge any swyne contrarie to this there ordinarie 
except the Lord Maior and Aldermen to permit and suffer swyne 
to be kept in convenyent places in wynter seazon viz., betwene 
Michaelmas and May Day as haith beyn heretofore used that the 
searchers and occupacion of butchers shall have the moytie and half 
partie of all such fynes as shalbe receyvid for the said presentment 
by them presentid. 
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Also it is ordeined that no pennyman in this cittie after he take upon 
him to be a pennyman shall kill or putt to saile by retaile any fleshe 
whatsoever but shall use the traid onelie of a pennyman and not 
bothe a comon butcher and a pennyman upon paine of everie 
pennyman herein offendinge to forfact and pay for everie offence 
vj Ss. vilj d. to be paid and devidid as is aforesaid. 


(J/6v.) Also it is ordeined that no pennyman within this cittie shall 
dresse any manner of fleshe for any inholder or vitteler within the 
said cittie or suburbes onelesse it be for the onelie use or uses of 
suche inholder or vitteler and there familie and not for servinge 
there gestes to take money for the same upon paine of everie one 
herein offendinge (the Lord Maior and Sheriffes for the tyme 
beinge onelie exceptid) to forfaite and pay for everie offence vs. to 
be paid and devidid as is aforesaid. 


And for asmuche as there be a great number within this cittie of the 
said occupacion of butchers and do dailie increase more and more 
and also arr at great chardges and do bringe them selves into great 
debte for goodes for servinge this cittie dailie and many of them 
thereby impoverished by reason that dyvers and many inholders 
within this cittie do make ther provision of muttons, veales and 
lambe as shall serve there gestes which is to the utter impoverishinge 
of the whole occupacion of butchers for that when they have 
providid sufficientlie to serve the markett they arr forced to kepe 
the same and have no utterance nor saile thereof in consideracion 
whereof it is enactid that no inholder or other whatsoever keping 
any vittillinge howse whereunto gestes and straingers do resorte 
shall kill or dresse or cause to be killid or dressed any manner of 
fleshe that is to say muttons veale or lambe for the servinge of there 
gestes and take money for the same (except the Lord Maior and 
Sheriffes of this cittie for the tyme beinge) and inholders and 
vittelers for ther owne provision for there familie and howsehold 
accordinge to the trew meaninge hereof upon paine of everie 
inholder or vitteller herein offendinge to forfaite and pay for everie 
offense duelie provid xij s. iij d. to be paid and devided as is 
aforesaid. 


(J17r.) Also it is ordeined that no brother of the said occupacion 
shall take any apprentice for less tearme then seaven yeares and that 
everie master of the said occupacion shall within one moneth next 
after suche apprentice come to him cause his indentures to be maid 
and within fowertene daies next after the sealinge thereof shew the 


60 YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 


same to the searchers for the tyme beinge and also cawse the same 
within two monethes after ther sealinge thereof to be enrollid in the 
citties regester upon paine of everie one herein offendinge to forfaite 
and pay x s. to be paid and devided as is aforesaid. 


Also it is ordeined that no master of the said occupacion shall before 
he be full thre yeres a brother and sett upp as master in the said 
occupacion take any apprentices into his service except a free borne 
childe within this cittie which shalbe lefull for any to take at his first 
settinge upp not to take no apprentices then one in fyve yeres except 
a childe of a free cittizin upon paine of forfeyture of iij li. vj s. viij d. 
for everie suche offence to be paid and devidid as is aforesaid. 


(117v.) Decimo octavo die Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


(118r.) And nowe was redd one bill of chardges disbursed by Mr 
Alderman Asquithe and Mr Alderman Robinson, burgesses of the 
Highe Courte of Parliament in the one and thirtie yeare of her 
Majestes reigne for ther chardges amounting to the somme of 
lij li. xij s. as by a particuler bill theirof made appearethe shalbe 
allowed and payd to them. 


(118v.) And certane decayes in corslettes and callevers chardged as 
private armor was this daye augmented assessed and sett downe 
upon the person hereafter named (viz.) Thomas Moseley, Alder- 
man, Roberte Myers, John Waddesworth, Francis Wade, Raulfe 
Harte, George Kitching, Ambrose Awne, John Atkinson, Richard 
Hutton, everye one of them a corslett. John Wright, Leonard 
Greneburye, Robert Asquithe, Thomas Graves, Phillippe Turner, 
William Watson, fishmonger, Gilberte Colwell, William Bynnes, 
William Maskewe, Symon Skabert, John Robinson shall everye one 
of them have a callever with furnyture. 


(119r.) Vicesimo quinto die Junii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


Item it is agreed that Martyne Taler a blinde man shall have a 
pasport to travell unto the Sowth partes for the recovery of his sight 
and that he shall have vs. out of the chamber towardes his chardges 
so that he go forward. 
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And nowe wheras this corporacion haith yett unpayd CCC li. 
parcell of six hundreth poundes for the contribucion at Hull yett and 
for provision therof Anthonye Pulley was sent to London to take up 
CC li. at interest for one yeare at x li. the hundrethe which money 
one Mr Gyles Howland of London is contented to lend for one 
yeare upon securitye made by foure Aldermen of this cittye (viz.) 
Mr Roberte Asquithe, Mr William Robinson, Mr Roberte Brooke 
and Mr Raulfe Richardson. 


(120r.) And the sayd Aldermen beinge all this daye in this courte 
present (except Mr Alderman Robinson) and beinge acquainted 
with the premisses of the same the sayd Roberte Asquithe, Roberte 
Brooke and Raulfe Richardson have fryndlye consented and 
graunted to enter into the sayd boundes for repayment of the sayd 
CC li. so that they may have sufficient landes of the cittyes inheritance 
morgaged to them and their heires for their securitye as by their 
learned counsell shalbe reasonablelye devised under the common 
seale and it is agreed that xvj or twenty of the common counsell 
shalbe called into this courte on Frydaye next at seaven of the clocke 
in the fore none theire to geve their consentes to the premisses. 


And wheras Mr Robert Watter is assessed v li. yearelie for the releif 
of the poore which he alledged a chardge xx s. above his fellowes of 
like and better hability then him self and equallie with dyvers his 
betters and his allegacions being advisedlie considered of, it is 
agreed that the said Robert shall have xx s. abated of his v li. so that 
after this quarter ended he shall pay iiij li. yearelie towardes the said 
charge. 


And now it is agreed that Mr Morehowse shall have paid and 
allowed to him a bill of charges of iiij li. xiiij s. 1iij d. disbursed by 
him this Trinitye terme for this corporacion in a sewt against Palmes 
of Naborne. 


(J20v.) And nowe a supplicacion was preferred into this courte by 
George Cowpland for the searche and shewe of the cittyes recordes 
as towchinge the custome of taking the examinacion of wifes before 
the Lord Maior upon releases made by them with warrant and to 
seeke up the oldest entryes upon thos examinacions for that it is 
supposed that the examinacions being had accordinge to the custome 
it doth aswell bynd the wife as the examinacion of a wife before the 


62 YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 


judge at the common lawe and this custome is supposed to bynd the 
wife and her righte as if she were sole, and that the heire in tayle 
haith no remedye to recover landes by reason of the sayd custome, 
being thought to be as strange as a fyne with proclamacion, the fyne 
yeares being passed and for that this custome dothe extend greatlye 
to the profitt and helpe of manye cittizens of this cittye touchinge 
their landes in like case, it is agreed that all the recordes for the 
profe of that custome shall be sought up and shewed at the assies if 
need so require. 


(J/2/r.) Quarto die Julii, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe it is agreed that Thomas Crokey sone of Vincent Crokey 
cobler shall have vj s. viij d. towardes the placinge of him in service 
in London. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Mansell shall have xs. allowed to him 
for his travell and paynes taken in makinge a searche of the bodye of 
a strainger latelye secke at Mr Blencarnes howse supposed to have 
bene visited with a daungerous sicknes which by his diligence was 
quicklye knowen to be contrarye. God be thanked. 


(/21v.) And nowe Thomas Harberte, Roberte Myers, William 
Gilmyn, John Mansell, William Beckwith, George Elwicke, Thomas 
Cawood, Andreas Watson, George Dunninge, William Greneup, 
Richard Hutton, Cristofer Smithson and Thomas Gibson of the 
Common Counsell appeared this daye in this courte and beinge 
made acquaynted with the whole proceidinge agreed upon the last 
daye towchinge the borrowinge of CC li. at interest for the discharge 
of the rest of the contribution at Hull and for the securyty be maide 
to such aldermen as wilbe bound for the same. And nowe the said 
comoners have consydered of the premisses and yielded there full 
consentes that morgage shold be maid to the said aldermen of som 
reasonable parte of the citties inherytance for there dischardge 
towchinge the premisses, and this court also assembled have agreed 
to the same. 


And nowe the collectors appoynted by the burgesses for the tax and 
first fyfteenth and tenth de anno xxxj° 


For this cittie: 
Richard Hutton 
John Race 
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Georg Watson draper 
Ralf Hardie. 


For thainstie: 
Robert Prence de Overpopleton 
Robert Budsall de Opton. 


(122r.) Nono die Julii, 31 Eliz. (1589)." 


And nowe it is agreed that John Harper and his sonne Thomas 
Harper shalbe committed to ward for breaking her Majestes peace 
and disorderinge them selves and making bloodes and affrayes in 
the strets. 


It is agreed that Alice Gawyne wedowe shall have ij s. to carye her 
selfe and her three children to Selbye and if she abyde their with her 
children her brother will come and promisse that she and her 
children shall not troble this cittye from henceforthe and their upon 
she shall have ij s. vilj d. more. 


(J23r.) Vicesimo tercio die Julii, 31 Eliz. (1589).'* 


And nowe it is agreed that Anne Hewitson vidowe of St Michaelles 
parishe at Ousebridge end shall have xij d. weeklie for the releife of 
her selfe and seaven children all younge in Walmegate warde till 
some of her children be placed. 


(124r.) Partchment makers ordinall.'? 


1. In primis it is ordeyned that the sayd occupacion of partchment- 
makers shall yerely assemble themselves in St Anthonye Hall in the 
same cittye within xij dayes next after the feaste of St James 
Apostle & then & ther electe and choise two searchers accordinge 
to the auncient custome of the sayde occupacion and what brother 
as Shalbe absent from the sayd eleccion havinge lawfull warning by 
the seaichers or ther deputes without a reasonable excuse shall 
forfeyte and paye ij s. ij d. for everye the like offence thon half 


'' Case of debt omitted. 
'" Case of debt omitted. 
'S This title was originally placed in the margin. 
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therof to the common chamber of this cittye and thother half to the 
sayd occupacion. 


2. Also it is ordeyned that no man of the sayd occupacion shall sett 
upp and occupye as master in the sayd occupacion unles he have 
served in the sayd occupacion the space of seaven yeares at the least 
aS an apprentys & tryed by the searchers whether he bee an able 
workeman or noe upon paine of xx s. to be paid & devided as is 
aforesayd. 


3. Also it is ordeyned that it shalbe lawfull to the sayd searchers as 
oft as they shall thinke mete to make searche in this cittye & suburbs 
of all manner of wayres wrought in the sayde occupacion and if they 
fynde any stuffe not sufficientlye or well wroughte the partye in 
whose handes the same is founde shall not onelye forfact the sayd 
stuff to the comon chamber but also 11j s. iij d. to be paid and 
devided as is aforesayd. 


(124v.) Also it is ordeyned that if any of the sayd occupacion 
disturbe withstand hynder or otherwise misuse the sayd searchers in 
their searche he so offending shall forfacte ij s. 4 d. to be paid and 
devided as aforesayd. 


5. Also it is ordeyned that if any brother of the sayd occupacion be 
disobedient against the lawfull commaundement of the sayd 
searchers or mysuse the sayd searchers or any other brother in the 
sayd occupacion by word or deed in the common place or any other 
place he so offending shall forfeyte and paye iij s. 111j d. to be paid & 
devided as is aforesayd. 


6. Also it is ordeyned that if any brother of the sayd occupacion be 
absent or doe refuse to come to the comon place or any other 
place at the commaundement of the searchers for the profitt of the 
sayd crafte he so offendinge without a reasonable excuse shall 
forfeyte & pay xij d. to be paid & devided as aforesayd. 


7. Also that no brother of the sayd occupacion shall take any 
apprentices but one at one tyme & that apprentis shall serve five 
yeares at the least before his master take an other & also that no 
brother of the said occupacion shall before he have bene a free 
brother in the sayd occupacion full five yeares take any apprentices 
unless a free borne childe in this cittye which it shalbe lawfull for 
him to take at his first setting upp and none to be taken for lesse 
terme then viljth yeares & his indentures to be shewed to the 
searchers within xxti dayes after the takeing of such apprentices 
upon pane of forfeyte of xl s. for everye offence to be paid & 
devided as is aforesayd. 
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8. Also it is ordeyned that any of the sayd occupacion by them selfes 
or any tor them shall not goe or send forth of the cittye any 
partchment to be sould but he shall first make it knowne to the sayd 
seartchers or one of them so that they may se & searche his said 
stuffe and waires whether the same be lawfull or not nor that any of 
the sayd occupacion shall goe or send away any partchment, mutling 
or vellum to any place in this cittye or suburbs to sell shew or offer 
the same to be sould forth of ther houses or shoppes unlesse they be 
sent for everye tyme herein they so offendinge shall forfeyte 
vj S. vilij d. to be paid as aforesayd. 


(125r.) 9. Also it is ordeyned that no master or servant of the sayd 
occupacion shall drawe or shave any kynd of partchmente nor 
worke eyther were or drye any kynd of partchmente with candle- 
lighte or worke in backe howses if they have a shopp, he so offend- 
inge shall forfeyte for everye such offence vj s. viij d. to be divided 
as aforesayd. 


10. Also it is ordeyned that if anye master or servante of the sayde 
crafte shall worke any thinge belonging to the sayd crafte with any 
man of any other crafte within this cittye or within the countrye 
which shalbe prejudiciall & hurtfull to the sayd crafte, if he be a 
master he shall forfacte and pay xx s. to be payd and devyded as 
aforesayd & if he be a servant & found faltye in this poynte no 
master of the sayd crafte shall from thencforthe set any such servant 
on worke in the sayd crafte in payne of xx s. to be payd and devyded 
as aforesayd. 


11. Also it is ordeyned that none of the sayd cratte by him self or any 
in his name shall hyer procure or intice any apprentices or servant of 
the sayd crafte from the service of his master with whom he servethe 
without the consent of his master or the serchers for the tyme beinge 
nor shall reteyne or hyer any servante to worke in the sayd crafte but 
such as will worke in all poyntes of the sayd crafte upon paine of 
everye one herin offendinge to forfeyte and pay xx s. for everye 
offence to be payd and devided as aforesayd. 


12. Also it is ordeyned that if it shall happen at any tyme hereafter 
any chardge to growe to the sayd occupacion wherby the sayd 
occupacion is to be chardged for the well and profitt of the sayd 
crafte or by commaundement from the Lord Maior for the tyme 
beinge that then the searchers of the sayd occupacion shall appoynte 
two thre fower or moe of the sayd occupacion at ther discressions to 
assesse the bretheren of ther sayd occupacion for ther sayd chardge 
imposed upon them and if they doe refuse & will not paye the same 
assessment accordingly being lawfullye required shall forfacte & 
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pay for everye offence the doble therof at the discression of the 
Lord Maior for the tyme beinge to be payd & devided as aforesayd. 


(J25v.) 13. Also that for as much as the bochers of this cittye 
diverse tymes heretofore have used to cut of the heades cheekes & 
eares of a greate parte of the necke of all such shepe skynnes as they 
have sold to the partchment makers & glovers therfore it is ordeyned 
that from henceforth the sayd butchers nor any of ther servantes or 
assignes shall sell any sheppe skynnes but such as hath the whole 
chekes eares and neckes upon paine to forfacte and paye for everye 
offence xij d. to be paid and devided as aforesayd. And if any of the 
said occupacion or any other person or persons buye or receive any 
manner of shepp skins of the butchers that hath not the whole 
neckes cheekes and eares shall forfact and pay for every skynn so 
boughte or receyved xij d. to be paid & devided as aforesayd. 


14. Also it is ordeyned that if any apprentis or servant in the sayd 
occupacion perloyne steale withdrawe or take awaye any partch- 
ment or whole or any other of his masters goods the value of ij d. ob’ 
he so offending shall be put forth of the sayd occupacion or otherwise 
punished at the discression of my Lord Maior & searchers for the 
tyme beinge. 


15. Also it is ordeyned that no butcher of the sayd occupacion or 
any other for him shall goe forthe to any accustomed faire or faires 
before the rest of his bretheren without the consent and licens of 
both the serchers for the tyme beinge in payne of xx s. to be payd 
and devyded as atoresayd. 


16. Also it is ordeyned that if the searchers havinge knowledge doe 
consile any presentment conteyned in this ther ordynarye and doe 
not make presentment therof to the Lord Maior for the tyme beinge 
of all offence and misdemeanors in the same conteyned within xiii] 
daies after such offence be committed the sayd searchers so offend- 
inge shall torfeyte & paye tor everye offence ij s. uj d. to be 
devided as atoresayd. 


(126r.) 17. Also it is ordeyned that none of any other occupacion in 
this cittye or suburbs shall sell shewe offer or putt to sale or hange 
forthe any signe of partchment after warning given by the searchers 
he so offending shall tortact for everye oftence xiij s. i11j d. to be paid 
& devided as aforesayd. 


18. Also it is ordeyned that none of the sayd occupacion shall resort 
to any tavernes or other alehouse or any other place to drincke in 
tyme of dyvine service or sermons on the Sundayes or Holydayes in 
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payne of everye one herein offendinge to torfact and paye xij d. for 
everye offence to be paid & devided as is aforesayd. 


(/26v.) Decimo tercio die Augusti, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And it is agreed that Robert Pearson shall demaund of Leonard 
Alleley and Ubancke certane arrerages of rentes for their 
howses they nowe dwell in Castlegate beinge the inheritance of this 
corporacion and clamed by Thomas Parker draper by a wronge title 
and if the tenauntes refuse that then accion shalbe brought for the 
rentes and upon payment of the rentes tenauntes to be dischardged 
against all men for the same by the corporacion and the tenauntes to 
be called. 


(128r.) And wheras it is proved by the oathes of two witnesses that 
John Yodell haith spoken certane unreverent and contemptuous 
wordes against her Majestie (viz.) beinge chardged in her Majestes 
name to provid horses for her Majestes service he dyd saye, her 
Majestes name, a tord for her Majestes name, what tell you me of 
her Majestes name and an other in your teethe, it is agreed that the 
sayd John Yodall shalbe comitted to ward for his sayd speaches 
their to remane till further order be taken. 


(128v.) John Wilson girdler to be called at the howse concerninge 
the takinge of undersettles. 


And nowe it is agreed that Robert Pearson shall viewe the howse of 
Thomas Harrington and cause the same to be repared in places 
needfull and likewise to viewe one syncke in Cristofer Fordens 
howse which is a decaye to the mayntimber. 


And it is agreed that a coote of graye of 1j s. a yeard shalbe provided 
of the chambers cost for the madd woman in the kydcoote. 


(129r.) Vicesimo septimo Augusti, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe certaine articles devised betwene the coblers and 
cordyners for ther better agreament were redd confirmed and 
allowed to be ingrossed in both their ordinalls which articles were 
referred to be perused by Thomas Appleyard and Andrew Trewe 
Aldermen who have subscribed the same. 
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And nowe an ordinall preferred by the imbrotherars is committed 
to be perused and reformed or augmented by Mr Brooke and Mr 
Trewe Aldermen and to certefye the same into this courte within 
xillj dayes. 


(130v.) Quinto die Septembris, 31 Eliz. (1589).'* 


And nowe two articles for the butchers towchinge batinge of bulles 
killinge of swyne and lambes were redd and perused and agreed to 
be ingrossed in their ordinall which articles are written in the second 
leafe next after followinge. 


And nowe it is agreed that the peticion of the poore presoners this 
daye exhibited into this courte shalbe considered of the next court 
daye. 


(/3Ir.) It is agreed that Emot Holmes wife of Lancelot Holmes 
Shall have xiij s. 111j d. forth of the chamber for curing the leg of 
Miles Sowray. 


Articles agreed upon the 27 August 1589 by the Lord Maior and 
Aldermen then assembled betwene the coblers and cordiners as 
followeth: 


Forasmuch as there is certane contentions risen and growen betwene 
the cordyners and coblers of this cittie towching the amending and 
soling of bootes and shoes after the same be once worne, for 
appeasing wherof it is agreed and ordeyned that no maister of the 
said occupacion of cordyners there servantes or apprentices or any 
of them shall coble or clowte any old shoes bootes buskens or such 
like wares and take any money or other thing for the same the said 
maister doing or suffring the same and so offending shall forfett and 
pay for every such offence being dewlie proved x s., the one half to 
the comon chamber and thother half to the presenter provided 
alwayes that the said cordyners ther servantes and apprentices may 
sole shoes and botes with blacke lether and vampet bootes so they 
do not welt or clowt any shoes (J3/v.) bootes or other wayr save 
onely there owen shoes and bootes them selves there household and 
famelie this ordynaunce or any other to the contrary in any wise not 
withstanding. 


'* The minutes of a meeting held on 29 August have been omitted. 
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Also it is ordeyned that no master of the said occupacion of coblers 
from hensforth shall take any apprentyces or servantes to worke in 
there said occupacion in payne of forfaytyng for every such offence 
xx s. thone half to the common chamber and thother half to the 
presenter or presenters. 


Also it is ordeyned that if any personne of the said occupacion of 
cordyners hereafter happen to fall in decay and worke in the cobler 
occupacion that it shall be lawfull to the said person so fallinge in 
decay to worke in the said occupacion of coblers savinge iy d. 
yerely for knowledge money and also not to take any apprentes at 
the said trad upon of every one doinge the contrarye and herein 
offendinge to forfeyte and pay x s. to be paid and devided as 
aforesayd. 


(132r. i) For the butchers.'® 


It is ordeyned that no butcher whatsoever within this cittye or 
suburbs of the same shall kill or cause to be killed within this cittye 
or suburbs any bull before the same bull be first bated with dogges 
according as hath bene accustomed upon pane of everye one herin 
offendinge to forfeyte and paye for everye offence vjs. viij d. thone 
half to the comon chamber and thother half to the presenter or 
presenters. 


Also it is ordeyned that none of the sayde occupacion of butchers by 
them selves or ther servantes shall contrarye to the auncyent custome 
used in the sayd occupacion after the fyrst day of May yearlye untill 
the tyme accustomed kill suffer or cause to be killed any swyne to be 
sould or offer the same to sell within this cittye or suburbs or any 
other place nor after the first of August yearlye shall contrarye to 
the sayd auncyent customs by them selves ther servantes or 
apprentices kill suffer or cause to be killed any young lambes to be 
sold or offer the same to sell before the tyme accustomed upon 
payne of everye one offendinge or doing the contrarye to any 
poynte of these articles to forfeyte and paye for everye offence 
X1lj S. 11j d. to be payd & devyded as aforesayd. 


(132v. i) Decimo die Septembris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that Mr Tomson, Mr Doctor Harberte man 
shalbe considered for his paynes taken about the privye seale. 


'S This title was originally placed in the margin. 
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Also it is agreed upon the redinge of the peticion of the poore 
prisoners that no persons remayning in the kydcote upon Owsbridge 
being able to releive them selves shall have parte of any reliefe 
geven to the sayd prisoners but that shalbe bestowed upon the 
porest sort having nothing to releive them selves with and that 
Mr Sheriffes shall se the same performed. And that Mr Sheriffes 
shalbe conferred with towching the residewe of the peticions of the 
sayd prisoners. 


Also it is agreed that every freman comitted to the goal on Owsbridge 
by my Lord Maior or Justice for any offence shall pay no more fees 
to Mr Sheriffes or jaler saving ij d. unlesse it be fore fellony or 
treason. 


(132r. ii) Elizabeth by the Grace of God, Quene of England, France 
& Ireland, defender of the faithe &c. To the Treasurer and Barons 
of our Exchequer gretinge. Wheras at our Parliament holden at 
Westminster the day of February last past in the one & thirtye 
yeare of our reigne & ther contynued untill the day of also 
last past, our subjectes in the same parliament with the assentes of 
the Lordes spirituall & temporall ther assembled and by the 
auctoritye of the same parliament have given & graunted unto us 
fower whole fyftenthes & tenthes to be payde and levyed of the 
moveable goods chattells & other thinges contributorye unto the 
same at fower severall paymentes that is to say the first payment the 
tenth day of November in the yeare of our Lord God one thowsand 
five hundrethe eyghtye & nyne next following the date herof, and the 
second payment the tenthe day of November which shalbe in the 
yeare of our Lord God one thowsand fyve hundrethe and nyntye, 
the third to be payd the tenthe day of November one thowsand fyve 
hundrethe nyntye & one & the fourthe of them to be payd the tenth 
day of November which shalbe in the yeare of our Lord God one 
thowsand five hundrethe nyntye and two as in the sayd act more 
plainlye it doth appeare; by force of which graunte the Maior 
citizens & inhabitantes of our cittye of Yorke are chardged with the 
severall sommes of one hundrethe thirty six poundes ten shillinges 
and six pence half penye for everye of the sayd paymentes amounting 
together to the some of five hundrethe fortye six poundes two 
shillinges & two pence for the sayd whole fiftenthes and tenthes 
given and granted unto us in forme aforesayd as in our exchequer it 
doth more plainlye appeare of record knowe ye that we consideringe 
of the greate ruine & long decay of our sayd cittye wherby a great 
number of howses within the walles of the same are wasted & 
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become voyde as also of the greate chardges and continuall expenses 
which the same citizens and cominaltye doe susteyne yearlye in the 
upholding of & maynteyning of six greate stone bridges with other 
water workes belonging to the same cittye being sore decayed and in 
releving nourishing instructinge & bringing upp of orphanes and 
pore young children & also in releyving a greate number of poore 
aged and impotent people within the sayd cittye and for diverse 
other good causes and consideracions us therunto specially movinge 
of our grace especiall certaine knowledge & newe motion have 
given and granted and by thes presentes (/32v. ii) doe give to the sayd 
Maior citizens and inhabitantes of our sayd cittye of Yorke the 
somme of two hundreth poundes parcell of the sayd somme of fyve 
hundrethe fortye six poundes two shillinges two pence due unto us 
for the fiftenthes and tenthes aforesayd and everye parte & parcell 
therof (that is to saye) fiftye poundes of eyther of the sayd paymentes 
as heretofore since the ruyne and decay of the sayd cittye have bene 
given and graunted; wherfore we will & commaund yow our sayd 
Tresurer & Barons that ye fourthwith by force of this our warrante 
at the receipte of our sayd Exchequer in due and sufficyent forme 
doe levye & stricke or cause to be levyed and stricken upon the 
collector or collectors of the sayd fiftenthes & tenthes for or within 
the sayd cittye of Yorke one taylie or several tayles conteyninge the 
somme of two hundrethe poundes parcell of the sayd somme of five 
hundrethe fortye six poundes two shillinges two pence due unto us 
for the causes aforesayd and the same taylies so levied & stricken ye 
deliver or cause to be delivered to the sayd Maior citizens & inhabit- 
antes of our sayd cittye of Yorke or to any of them of our gifte and 
without any prest other chardge to be sett upon them or any of them 
for the same according to this our will and pleasure the sayd act of 
Parliament notwithstanding or any lawe usage custome doubte 
question ambiguitye course of our sayd exchequer or other cause or 
matter whatsoever yow or any of yow to the contrarye moving in 
any wise notwithstandinge. And these our lettres shalbe your suf- 
ficyent warrante and dischardg in this behalf. Given under our 
privye seale at our manner of Otelandes the one and twentye day of 
August in the xxxjth yeare of our reigne. 


William Patter. 


(133r.) Decimo septimo die Septembris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And it is agreed that all the milners shalbe called into this court on 
Wednesdaye this daye sennit because complaintes have comd against 
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them for takinge more money for gryndinge corne then haith bene 
accustomed. 


And nowe it is agreed that the Lord Maior and Aldermen and the 
late jurors for the incrotchmentes of Foss shall meete to morowe 
daye at eight of the clocke in the forenone at the fure end of Fosse 
bridge to the end to viewe the same agane in some places.'® 


(/34r.) In die festo sancti Mathei Apostoli et Evangelisti (viz. ) xxj 
die Septembris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


Assembled in the Common Hall of this cittie the daye and year 
above said for the elleccion of two Sheriffes for this cittie accordinge 
to the chartre for eleccion of the same and upon fower electes 
chosen by the common counsell (that is to saye) William Allen, 
Oswold Dent, Marmaduke Sothabye and John Yowdell, the said 
Marmaduke Sothabie and Wiliam Allen are chosen by most voces 
of the Lord Maior, Aldermen and Sheriffes to be Sheriffes of this 
cittie from the feast of St Michaell tharchangel next ensewinge for 
one whole yeare then next folowinge which William Allen, beinge 
nowe dwelling at Sherborne is to be sent for by my Lord Maior. 


(134v.) Vicesimo quarto die Septembris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


(135v.) Paines layd by a jury empannelled at Trynity Hall before 
Cristofer Harberte, William Robinsone, Andrewe Trewe, Raulfe 
Rechesonne, James Birkebye and Thomas Mosley, Aldermen, the 
xxlj of August 1589, to enquier for and conserninge the encroche- 
mente and fillinge upp the water of Fosse to the great hurte of the 
ryver and danger of bringinge downe Fossebridge by the othes of: 


John Smithe, Parcivallus Brooke, Roland Fawcett, Willelmus 
Gillmyn, Johannes Bilbowe, Thomas Kettland, Thomas Wilsone, 
Georgius Tirry, Johannes Carte, Marmaducus Sortheyby, Radul- 
phus Harte, Johannes Race, Willelmus Peter, Radulphus Hardye."’ 


(137v.) Item the said jurors doo thinke meet that the North bowe of 
the bridge may be clensed at the comon chardge of the cittie. 


'° The jury was selected on the meeting of 13 August. It reported on 22 September. 
(fo. 135v. et seq.) 

'’ There than follows a list of offenders. Each is enjoined to cut and skowre the 

ground of his garthende’ under threat of a fine. 
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Item the said jurors doo thincke meete a pece of the wall underneith 
John Pockley howse may be taken away bycause yt dothe stoppe 
halfe a bowe on the bridge to the great hinderaunce of the passinge 
of the water which is to be donne at the comon chardge of the cittie. 


Item the said jurors doo thincke meete that the grates at both ends 
of Fosbridge may be mayd first so that the filthe of the streits may 
not be conveyed by them into the water as now yt is. 


Item the jurors thinke meete that the pillers under the bridge being 
in great decay may be repared. 


Item that the earth under George Smith howse may be cut and 
skowred at the comon chardge. 


Item the said jurors do thinke yt convenyent that certayne great 
stones taken awaye from the rotes of the pillers wheron the chappell 
stood by Mr Alderman Asquithe, Richard Wright, Robert Wright 
and others may be restored agane for the amending of the bridge. 


(138r.) Tercio die Octobris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


(138v.) To all Cristian people to whom this present writing shall 
come, Thomas Jackson, Lord Maior of the cittie of Yorke the 
cittizins and comonaltie of the said cittie greeting. Know ye that the 
said Maior, cittizins and cominaltie of our whole assent and consent 
have geven and graunted and by thes presentes do give and graunt 
to our welbeloved Francis Stonas of the cittie of Yorke bocher the 
office of a bocher or slaughterman to the Lord Maior of the said 
cittie for the tyme being with all fees wages and comodities to the 
same belonging in such sort and manner as he receyveth for the 
same of the now Lord Maior to have, perceive, exercise and enjoy 
the said office with all fees, wages and profittes to the same belonging 
to the said Francis Stonas for and during the naturall life of the said 
Francis upon his good, trewe and honest behaviour in as ample and 
lardg manner as the said Francis now enjoyeth the same under the 
said now Lord Maior. In witness wherof to this present writing the 
said Lord Maior with the assent and consent of his bretheren Alder- 
men, Sheriffes and 24 comonlie called the privie counsell of the said 
cittie have set the seale of his office of maioralty geven the xilj of 
August in the one and thirtie yeare of the reigne of our sovereigne 
lady Elizabeth by the grace of God Quene of England, France and 
Ireland, defender of the faith etc. 
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And nowe it is agreed that the bellman shall make proclamacion 
that no manner of person or persones cittizens of the sayd cittye 
shall paye anye more moneye to the mylner of this cittye for grynd- 
inge then 1 d. ob’ for gryndynge everye bushell hard corne and j d. 
ob’ for gryndinge everye sacke of malt as haith bene accustomed 
and that the mylners shall set and carrye home mens corne to and 
from their howses as (/40r.) they have been accustomed and if anye 
of the milners of this cittye do the contrarye that then every person 
greved to make his complaint to the Lord Maior and his bretheren 
upon Owsbridge wher everye milner so hereafter offendinge is to 
paye vj s. viij d. for everye offence. 


And nowe it is agreed that John Carter, Myles Fell, John Rawdon, 
Bryan Dighton, William Plewman, Antonye Tottye, Richard 
Rokbye, Nicolas Carter, John Tanfeild and William Bell, milners, 
shall be committed to Munckbarred for that they have refused to 
paye ilj s. ij d. for takinge more moneye for grynding then their 
ordinall will allowe and for refusin to sett mens corne at their 
howses and refusinge to grynd the same at the place accustomed. 


And nowe Matthewe Roger, milner, for the offence aforesayd haith 
submitted him selfe and to morrow haith promised to pay his fyne of 
lj S. wy d. 


And nowe it is agreed that Stephen Messenger, milner, shall be 
comitted to the kydcoot for the offenses aforesayd by him confessed 
and for other his misdemanors and contemtuus speaches in sainge 
he could have no justice and that he would complane to the higher 
powers contrarye his francest oathe. 


(/4/r.) Vicesimo secundo die Octobris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


Also it is agreed that the calses without Micklith bar shalbe presentlie 
repared at this cittyes chardges and then the same well repared, order 
to be taken for the yerelye mayntanninge of the same with the 
colewaynes at the discrecion of Mr Wardens. 


(/4lv.) And nowe upon the humble peticion of the millners that 
they are not able to carrye and recarrye and to grynd corne and malt 
at such prices as are sett downe in their ordinall (viz.) for everye 


YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 75 


bushell of hard corne j d. ob’ and j d. ob’ for everye sacke of malt 
and have alledged causes and reasons thought sufficient to this 
courte, in consideracion whereof if is agreed with the consent of the 
sayd mylners that their ordynall shall be augmente as followethe 
(viz. ) 


It ys nowe agreed that the maisters of the sayd occupacion of 
myllners shall at all tymes from hencetorthe at their owne chardge 
sett carye and recarye to and from the howses of all free cittizens of 
this cittye and suburbs theirof and to and from their mylnes all 
manner of corne, grane and malte and that they shall grynd at their 
sayd mylnes all manner of corne and malt and that the sayd mylners 
shall (/42r.) have and take for cariadge and grindinge of everye 
bushell of hard corne as wheat, rye, beanes, peaze and such like 
j d. ob’ and for carriadge and grynding of everie sacke of malt 
contayninge iijor bushells 1j d. upon payne of everye mylner not 
performinge the trewe intentes of this order to forefacte and paye 
for everye offence x s. to be payd thone halfe to the presenter and 
thother halfe to the comon chamber, provided allwayes that it 
shalbe lawfull for the sayd millners to take multer of suche person as 
will willinglye paye multer for gryndinge of their corne. 


Wheras ther is a provision in the butchers ordinall (folio 7°) that is 
shall and maye be lawfull to anye the butchers of this cittye and 
liberties of the same (excepte the butchers onelye dwellinge in the 
Fleshe Shambles) to take howses and shoppes as by the sayd order 
appearethe and now upon better consideracion of the particular 
wordes of the sayd proviso and for better and plainer declaracion of 
the trewe meaninge of the same it is agreed that the sayd proviso 
shall be amended in two wordes (viz.) to take howses or shoppes and 
to sell in howses or shoppes and this word (and) shalbe rased in two 
places. 


(142v.) Quinto die Novembris, 31 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe it is agreed that the Highe Collectors shall be audited on 
Mondaye next at eight of the clocke in the fore none and that the 
officers shall then also be audited. 


And nowe Margarett Mason is to have vj d. weeklye in Trenitye 
parishe in Micklithe gate for George Mason Roger Mason and Alice 
Mason her poore children untill such tyme as they can be placed in 
service or otherwise provided for. 
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And it is agreed that Thomas Shutt a poore man in Trenityes parishe 
in Micklithe gate aforesayd shall have vj d. weeklye in respecte of 
foure poore children all young. 


(/43r.) And nowe for avoydinge of manye complaintes by the 
joyners and carpenters against Thomas Gibson and for avoydinge 
of certaine abuses and disorders in buyinge and sellinge sawen 
tymber and bordes it 1s agreed as followethe (viz. ) 


First that no cittizens nor inhabitans of the cittie of Yorke shall from 
henceforthe contracte, bargane, or buye by anye meanes to the 
intent to sell the same agane anye maner of bordes or sawen tymber 
of anye maner of person or persons whatsoever before suche tyme 
as the same shall come to this cittye to be sould upon payne of every 
person doinge the contrarye to forefacte all such tymber or bordes 
so bought or the valewe theirof the one halfe or moytie to the comon 
chamber of this cittye and thother halfe to the presenter. 


Item that it shall and maye be lawfull to and for the cittizens and 
inhabitantes of this cittye to buy all maner of bordes and sawen 
tymber within this cittie for their owne uses all the daye longe and 
every day at their pleasures as their occasions and need shall requier, 
so that they do not sell the same agane. 


Item it is further agreed that from henceforthe the joyners and 
carpentars of this cittye shall not buye for their owne uses bordes 
and sawen tymber but onelye betwene tenn of the clocke in the fore 
none (/43v.) and two of the clocke in the after none of everye daye 
upon payne of everye carpenter and joyner doinge the contrarye to 
forfaite and paye x s. for everye offence to be payd thone halfe to 
the presenter and thother halfe to the common chamber and that 
from two of the clocke in the after none yt shall and maye be lawfull 
for all manner of persons to buye bordes and sawen tymber at their 
pleasures. 


(144r.) To the inhabitantes of the cittie of Yorke not freemen, 
denyeng to contribute towardes the chardge enempst Hull. 


Thes are to let you understand that thes lettres which I have latelie 
receyved from the Lord Maior and his bretheren I do fynd that you 
and others were sessed to yeild some small contribution to the great 
payment which my Lordships of the counsell did order that cittie to 
pay unto Hull and as it appereth some have paid but you do make 
stay of payment. Surely synce you have settled your selves to dwell 
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in the cittie though happelie you be not free men therof yet enjoying 
the benefit of the ryver and other thinges there wherin I doubt not 
but you feele some comodity or els you wold not so contynewe to 
inhabite there I do wishe that you wold be contented in some 
reasonable sort to help your neighbours in this extraordinary and 
comon accion wherin every man inhabiting in this land had a most 
depe interest God long defend us from the like or geve us such 
deliverance if it be his good will as then he pleased to do; so nothing 
doubting of your good consideracion herein I do for this tyme comit 
you to God. At London the xxxti of October 1589. 


Your lovinge frend, 


H. Huntingdon. 
(144v.) Decimo nono die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe it is agreed that Thomas Gibson taler shalbe free emongest 
the joyners and carpenters to buy and sell tymber and bordes as 
freelie as the carpenters and joyners do and in consideracion hereof 
the said Gibson haith promissed to pay yearelie to the occupacion of 
carpenters and joyners ij s. 111) d. on Saint James eve notwithstanding 
any order maid to the contrary and the searchers of joyners and 
carpenters being here present did agree to the same and did receyve 
of the said Thomas Gibson ii s. i11j d. being a fyne imposed this day 
upon him for all offences heretofore done by him contrary to the 
joyners ordinall concerning buyeng of tymber. 


(145r.) Vicesimo quinto die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And wheras William Hargill, gent. is rated and assessed at xl s. 
yearelie towardes the releif of the poore and is also assessed 
XXV]J S. vilj d. to the contribution for Hull and now upon his sewt 
maid it is agreed that the said Mr Hargell shall pay xxvj s. viij d. for 
the releif of the poore and xij s. 4 d. for the chardge enest Hull. 


(145v.) Vicesimo sexto die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that two bills assessed in the parishes of 
St Cuthbertes and St Johns in Hungate & St Maryes in Lathropp for 
comon armor shalbe presentlie gathered as they be assessed and 
confirmed by this court. 
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And now Miles Fell milner was called into this court for not payment 
of vj li. x11j s. 111j d. being the rent dewe to her Majestie at Michael- 
mas last for the rent of the Castell Milnes and now the said Miles 
being present in this court did promis that he before Friday next 
wold pay to Mr Alderman Trewe iij li. vj s. viij d. parcell therof in 
hand and wold then also with sufficient sewerties enter into bounds 
of uy li vj s. vilj d. residewe of the said vj li. xiij s. iij d. 


And now also it is agreed that Mr Alderman Richardson and Mr 
Alderman Birkby shall reparre to the Lord Archbishopp of Yorke 
his Grace to the end to enforme his grace concerning the dischardg 
of the sewerties which were bound for the performance of Mr Alder- 
man Beane his will and to procure his Graces lettres to Mr Wharton 
for the payment of such money as was by the said will geven to the 
poore of the cittie. 


(146r.) It is agreed that Mr Asquith, Mr Brooke and Mr Trewe 
Aldermen and Mr William Gibson or three of them shall on Satter- 
day next rate and set downe what every man as well free men as 
Straingers shall pay for weighing, wynding and striking lead and 
other goodes and merchandize at the crane and to set downe orders 
and articles for the usage therof as to their discretion shall seeme 
good. 


And now it is agreed that Bernard Dynchofe glasier shall pay 
vj Ss. vilj d. to the occupacion of glasiers for his allowance and 
brotherhoode emongest the glasiers, and the glasiers being here 
present did agree to the same. 


(/46v.) Vicesimo octavo die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


(147r.) Also it is agreed that James Williamson shalbe admitted a 
laborer at the stath to work upon his good behavior. 


Also it is agreed that Robert Hall a poure man shall have oute of the 
common chamber v s. to buy silke withall for makinge buttons to 
sett on worke. 


Also it is agreed that Frances Barker a poure woman in St Cuthbertes 
parish in Monkeward shall have iiij d. wekly for the releif of hir self 
and 2 pore children. 
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And also it is agreed that Sampson Bishop of Acome a pore blynd 
man shall have ij d. wekly in Bishophill parishe for his releif. 


Also it is agreed that a poure woman remayning in Castlegate 
shall have for hirself and two children ij d. wekly in St Thoms house. 


(147v.) Tercio die Decembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And now John Tomlinson being presented for fyve quarters of rye 
by him latelie forraigne bought forraigne sold and the same offence 
being by him confessed he haith this daie in his owne person 
submitted him self to pay such fyne as shalbe by this court imposed 
upon him for his said offence. And now upon consideracion had, it 
is agreed that the said John Tomlinson shall presentlie paie xx s. to 
the comon chamber for his fyne for his said offence. 


And it is also agreed that Elizabeth Bowman a poore young woman 
being not of perfect memory in the parishe of St Martyns in Conistreete 
shall have vj d. weekly in Bowthome warde in rome and place of her 
mother laitly deceased. 


Memo that this day my Lord Leuetenante did send word or notice 
by Mr Powley to my Lord Maior that he shall will the merchantes & 
other citezens to provid for salt for the servinge of her Majestes 
subjectes by reason of the great scarstie of salt at this present & 
those which provided and boght salt as aforesaid his honor wold 
save them harmles towchinge the graunte for salt. 


(148r.) And now it is agreed that Edward Exilby merchant shall 
have a lease of the crane howse and of the long howse in the crane 
garth and of all the implementes ropes and weightes that there are 
now remaning togethers with all comodyties money and profittes 
yearelie growing and coming for the weighting wyndyng striking 
and keping of lead and other merchandize and goodes at the said 
crane accordinge to a rate sett downe and to be to his lease annexed 
to hold the premisses from the byrth of our Lord God last past for 
and duringe the naturall life of the said Edward for the yearelie rent 
of fower poundes to be yearely paid on St Thomas eve the apostle 
and his lease to have contynewance upon his good behaviour and 
that he shall convenant to repare the premisses with all manner 
reparacions (great tymber excepted) for the weighing wynding and 
striking of lead wares and other merchandize; and also that the said 
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Edward his executors and assignes shall leave and yeild up all the 
said weightes ropes cables skales balkes and other implementes 
within tenne dayes next after the death of the said Edward to the 
handes of the said Maior and commonaltie of the said cittie for the 
tyme being to their successors or assignes in as good care and as 
good valewe as the same are now in at the discretion of fower 
cittizins to be indifferentlie elected and chosen by the Lord Maior of 
the said cittie for the tyme being and also that the said Edward shall 
yearely pay and dischardg all the wages and other dewtyes hereafter 
to be dewe to the laborers and other officers of the said crane for the 
tyme beinge. 


(148v.) Quinto die Decembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And nowe wherfor my Lord Maior and his courte are enformed that 
dyvers bakers of this cittie (viz.) Raulfe Hardye, John Garth, and 
Richard Clarcke alias Betson have of laite used to sell course meale 
to the poore of this cittie and that they have mingled and maid up 
the same with bran chesell and such like stuffe and further that they 
do comonlie use to buy evell corne and to minglie rie barley beanes 
and oates togethers and to grind the same into meale and so to sell 
the same to the poore which appereth to this court to be a mere 
deceipt to the buyer and very hardlie to them to be knowen for the 
atending wherof it is this daie agreed that from henceforth no 
manner of baker or bakers whatsoever within this cittie shall grynde 
anie manner of corne or grane (/49r.) whatsoever into meale to the 
entent to sell the same in meale nor that the said bakers or anie of 
them shall from henceforth sell or cause to be sold anie manner of 
meale whatsoever (wheat meale and beane meale being fyne and 
good onelie excepted) upon pane of every baker doing the contrary 
to forfact for every offence xl s. to be paid and devided one half to 
the comon chamber and the other half to the presenter. 


And it is further agreed that from henceforthe no manner of milner 
or milners within this cittie or suburbs therof shall from henceforth 
sell any manner of multer corne meale but onely in open market and 
by weighte upon payne of every persone to forfacte for everye 
bushell solde in any other manner x s. to be paid and devided as is 
aforesaid. 


And now John Rawdon being called into this courte for breaking 
downe the stathe with his catche hath submitted him self and hath 


YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 81 


promised to paye x s. for that the reparing therof cost the cittie the 
some of xvij s. xj d. as by a bill therof appeareth. 


(149v.) Decimo die Decembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And now Thomas Asquith draper is chosen to be of comon counsell 
in place of Mr Allen Sheriffe. 


And wheras John Shalley taler was latelie maid free for vj li. xiij s. i1j d. 
and then departed this cittie since which tyme he haith not retorned 
and Christofer Smithson being his sewertie haith this daie paid xx s. 
parcell of xl s. remaining unpaid and haith payed the court to release 
him of the other xx s. residewe of the said some of vj li. xiij s. iiij d. 
which is granted unto him provided that if the said Shelley retorne 
to inhabite here that then the said Smithson and Shelley shall paie to 
the use of this corporacion the said last twenty shillinges. 


(/50r.) To my loving frendes the Lord Maior and Recorder of the 
cittie of Yorke. 


After my hartie comendacions to your Lordships. Thes are to let 
you understand that I have receyved her Majestes comaundement 
to put certane numbers of horsemen and foote men presentlie in 
such redynes as upon one daies warning they may go forwardes 
towardes Scotland when it shall please her Majestie to geve further 
direccion for the same. Thes therfor are to will and comaund you in 
her Highnes name presentlie upon the receipt hereof to make 
choise of 150 of the traned men which are appoynted to serve with 
comon armor within the cittie and Ainstie of Yorke and to se them 
well and sufficientlie furnished with armor and weapons after the 
rate of 35 corsletes, 40 callevers, 15 halbertes or good blacke billes 
and ten archers in every hundrethe. Yow shall not need to call the 
sayd men together at this tyme for that upon conference betwene 
your Selves and the perusing and helpe of such writinges and records 
as (I doubte not) but yow have amonge yow towchinge thes causes 
yow may so order the matter that the said men with their furniture 
may be in redynes to march upon the sayd warninge accordinge to 
her Majestes direccion given in this behalf wherin I doe requier yow 
to imploye your selves with such care and diligence that ther may be 
no default and you proceading herein I doe requier to be certifyed 
with all spead to the end I may understand in what redynes the sayd 
menn are. By my next lettres yow shall understand to whom I will 
commit the leadinge of the sayd men. 
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I doe requier yow to have especiall care that this levye of men may 
be made with as much equality and indifferencye to the severall 
parishes and townshippes within that division as may be: wherin if 
yow cannot kepe an even and equall proporcion in every parishe for 
that in somme parishes (/50v.) ther may happelie be some odd men 
which cannot be devided ther may afterwards some consideracion 
be had in the case of thos places which now may happe be over- 
chardged if these menn go forward they must have coates and some 
money in ther purses but I thincke the allowance which her Majestie 
giveth for coates and conduct money will serve to buy them coates 
of freese fitt enough for this season althoughe happelie it will not be 
sufficyent to beare ther chardges untill they come to the place wher 
they shall enter into pay. And yet I would not have yow make any 
levye of money for this purpose without further direccion from me. 
Thus earnestlie requiring yow to have due care of the performance 
of this direccion I doe committ yow to Gods tuicion from the 
mannor of Yorke the xth of December 1589. 


Your lordships loving frend 
H. Huntingdon. 


You may take into your assistance some two or 3 of the Aldermen. 


(/5Ir.) Duodecimo die Decembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that Margaret Birkhead widowe shall have 
geven to make her a stocke to buy pottes withall iij s. ij d. to be 
paid by the Chamberlanes. 


And now informacion was maid in this court against Miles Burton 
tanner for selling of five hides of raw lether since Easter last viz. one 
hide to Thomas Spragon, to Sampson Wrighte and William Morton 
one hyde, to John Wislon one hyde and a litle sticklether and to 
Anthony Tessimond two hydes which hydes were undersearched 
and sealed contrary to statute which Miles being cauled into this 
court did submit himselfe for the said offence wherupon a fyne of 
X1lj S. 11) d. is thys day imposed upon him for the said offence which 
he hath alredye paide. 


(J5lv.) Decimo Septimo die Decembris, 32 Eliz. (1589). 


And now it is agreed that Georg Stele shall have iiij d. weeklie in 
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Trinities parishe in Micklegate for keping Mary Barker a pore girle 
about vilj yeares old to begyn Monday last. 


It is also agreed that John Marshall the citties boy shall have vj. viij d. 
to buy him clothes withall. 


And now was certefied to the Lord Lieutenant the names of such 
persons as have sent for salt and to what place they have sent for the 
same, viz. Mr Alderman Trewe saieth that he haith sent to the 
Sheildes for xxti weigh of salt and if he cannot be provided there 
then he meaneth to proceede further for the same and expecteth the 
retorne as the wether shall serve. 


William Robinson, Alderman and William Watson haith bought 
xl li. weighe of the Sheildes as they say. 


Thomas Moseley, Alderman, Antony Cawton and Richard Tanfeld 
haith bought and paid for at Sheildes Ixiiij weigh viz. Mr Mosley xxx 
weighe, Antony Cawton xxx weighand Richard Tanfeld ij weighe. 


(152r.) Mistress Grisdell haith sent to the Sheildes for viij weighe of 
salt. 


There is also dyvers other persons who have bene accustomed to 
buy salt which are supposed to have sent for salt and being forthe of 
towne we cannot conferre with them to know what quantities they 
have sent for nor their names. 


(152v.) Duodecimo die Januari, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


Brian Birkhead merchant was chosen to be of the comon counsell in 
place of Marmaduke Sothaby Sherifte and is sworne. 


And now certificate was maid to the Lord Lieutenant that their is in 
comon store of gonpowder within this cittie seaven hundreth 
poundes and in private merchantes handes two thowsand poundes. 


(153r.) Decimo quinto die Januarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


Assembled in the counsell chamber upon Owsbridge and from 
thence assembled at the comon hall for the elecion of a newe Lord 
Maior, according to the chartre of eleccion. And upon three elites 
put in by the comon counsell and head searchers of xiij and fiftene 
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craftes viz. Mr Cristofer Harbert, Mr Thomas Harison and 
Mr Thomas Moseley, Aldermen, the said Thomas Moseley is by 
most voices of the Lord Maior Aldermen and Sheriffes chosen to be 
Lord Maior from the feast of St Blaise next for one whole yeare then 
next following. 


(/53v.) Decimo sexto die Januari, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now it is agreed that Thomas Plomer and other six laborers 
shall have every one of them inj d. for ther travell and panes in 
breaking the ise at Cifton. 


And now it is agreed that Thomas Harper sonne of John Harper 
taler shalbe admitt to his freedome of this cittie by reason of his 
patrimony. 


(/54r.) And now the Chamberlanes were sworne viz.'* 
Gilbert Colwell merchant. 
Antony Cawton merchant. 
Robert Hudson merchant. 
Laurence Edwardes grocer. 
Henry Metcalf draper. 
Thomas Killingbeck draper. 
Nicolas Hall inholder. 

John Robinson taler. 
Stephen Preston bocher. 
Robert Swynbanck pewtherer. 


And now Mr Alderman Trewe declared in this court that he had 
gotten and obtaned the good will of the Lord Archbishopp for the 
stones in Alhallowes church in Peasholme for the repairing of the 
high wayes at Castell Milnes and now therfor this daie it is agreed 
that the said Andrewe Trewe shall have all the stones there remaning 
paying xls. to the use of the poore people. And for the next church 
they have had tile and tymber there so much as they neede and the 
rest of the tile and tymber is yet remaining to be used according to 
the statute. 


'* They were chosen on 1I5 January. ‘Jur’ is entered above each name, to indicate 
that the Chamberlains did swear their oaths. 
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(/54v.) And now William Pearson taler brought into this court 
certane arbitrament hereafter ensewing and craved the same might 
be enrolled which enseweth in the wordes viz. 


The nynth of January 1589. 

Memo. Wheras my Lord Maior that now is by a note under his hand 
bearing date the xxvijth of December last past did appoynt Richard 
Clarke and John Plomber laite maisters of St Anthonyes arbitrators 
to order heare and determyne all contraversies that are or haith 
bene betwixt Mr Holdesworth late Master of St Antonyes of thone 
partie and William Pearson clarke of St Antonyes and sworne to the 
same of the other partie and for as much as we the said Richard 
Clarke and Mr Plomber this present daie have hard redd and 
perused the reckning and accompt of the said William Pearson maid 
before us, this therfor to certefie that we do fynd that the said 
William Pearson is not indebted or owing unto the said Mr Holdes- 
worth anie thing that he haith receyved. In witness wherof to this 
not we have sett our handes the daie and yeare above said. 


By me Richard Clark R marke. 


John Plumber 
IP 
marke. 


(155r.) Vicesimo primo die Januarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now it is agreed that Richard Wray a poore bedridden man in 
the parishe of St John Del Pike shall have inj d. weekly from 
Monday last being the xviij of January 1589 untill the next viewe of 
the poore people. 


Item it is agreed that Brian Cottain shalbe from henceforth dis- 
chardged of his assessement for the poore so as he take keepe and 
bringe up one child of William Bynckes late deceased in some good 
qualitie. 


(/55v.) And now it is also agreed that William Lewis shall have 
allowed to him one bill of chardges amounting to xx s. vj s. by him 
disbursed in a sewt for towle at Bowes. 


It is also agreed that Mr Belt shall presentlie write to London for 
answering an injunction served upon William Lewis potter for 
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removing a sewt for toll and that the chardges shalbe borne of the 
comon chamber. 


And now it is agreed that Thomas Dry cordiner shall have xx s. 
which was geven out of the comon chamber with one Robinson a 
pore boy and now apprentice with Francis Hardy of Beverley so that 
the said Thomas enter into bound that if the said William depart 
forth of his service to repaie the same agane. 


(156r.) Vicesimo tercio die Januarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now one bill of chardges amounting to xxvilj s. spent by James 
Hutchenson versus for taking a horse poost for her Majestes 
service was rated and perused and it is agreed that the said James 
shall have xxv s. paid therof by Mr Chamberlanes. 


And now wheras Janet Alderson was indebted to this Corporacion 
Xx §. aS money lent her, and in consideracion of her panes in 
teaching viij poore children to knit, it is agreed that she shall have 
the same xx s. freelie geven her and shall haver her bound delivered. 


(/56v.) Vicesimo septimo die Januarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now the esquiers and six officers at mace to the Lord Maior put 
up into this court one petition for the augmenting of their wages in 
consideracion of their great panes in gathering the poore and 
preachers bills and other travells, in consideracion wherof and for 
that the said officers are not so decent in their apparell as their place 
requireth it is therefore agreed that the said esquiers and officers 
shall have of the charge of this Corporacion every one of them a 
gowne cloth viz. the esquiers cloth of x s. a yeard and the six officers 
cloth of vilj s. a yeard, and the cloth to be bought by the Chamber- 
lanes against Easter next and from henceforth they to have every 
three yeares a gowne cloth in like sort. 


(157r.) And now it is agreed that the ordinall written in paper for 
the inmbrotherers, vestmentmakers, cutters and drawers and referred 
to the perusing of Mr Alderman Brooke and Mr Alderman Trewe 
shalbe now engrossed and established. 
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(/58r.) And now it is agreed that William Halley in consideracion of 
his panes and continuall attendance shall have xls. more yearelie to 
augment his wages to be paid by the Chamberlanes. 


(/58v.) Tercio die Februarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now my Lord Maior haith delivered to our newe maister the 
seales of office of maioralty and statute merchant with six kayes 
therunto annexed and also one litle seale for sealing of pasportes; 
and also x1 li. called Girlingtons money; and also x1 li. called Drewes 
money; also other xl li. geven by Mr Drewe to be lent to the bocher 
and one basen and ewer parcell guilt of Sir Martyn Bowes gifte and 
other basen and ewer parcell guilt of Mr Thomas Metcalf bequest; 
two lyverey pottes of silver, one pot of silver with a cover guilt of the 
gift of Mr Tanckard, late Recorder; one nest of goblettes doble 
guilt, five great saltes of silver with one cover doble guilt of Mr John 
Dyneley latelie Alderman his gift; one other pott (J59r.) of silver 
guilt of the gifte of Cristofer Maltby late Alderman; one silver 
bowle parcell guilt latelie brought from St Thomas howse and three 
skarlet cloakes. 


And now it is agreed that if Mr Alderman Trewe cannot be suffred 
to burne his lyme in the church yarde of Alhallowes on Peaseholme 
that then he shall have a place appoynted on the waist next adjoyning 
to the same churche to be appoynted by the Wardens of Monckward 
or two of them at their discretion. 


(ffs 159-61 are blank in the MS.) 


(162r.) Sexto die Februarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now Thomas Blenkarne, William Richardson and Henry 
Banester are chosen to be soliciters for the Commons in place of 
some that be dead and others that be chosen into offices. 


And now Thomas Harbert, Robert Myers, Henry Metcalf and 
Percivall Levet for Walmegateward, William Beckwith, William 
Richardson, Thomas Wilson and William Foxgale for Monckward, 
William Gilmyn, James Stocke, Georg Watson, John Ousfeld for 
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Bothomeward, Gilbert Colwell, Raulf Hart, Robert Harrison 
merchant and Thomas Asquith for Micklithward elected and 
appoynted for the space of vj monthes (/62v.) to se on the Sabaoth 
daies certane articles put in execution as followeth, and they to take 
one constable of every parishe with them. 


1. First make deligent searche everie Sabaothe day whether any of 
the cittizins and inhabitantes within the severall parishes within 
Walmegateward do not kepe shutt there shoppes and shoppwindowes 
and whether any of them do not orderlie and dewtifullie resorte to 
heare sermons both on forenones and after nones and duringe that 
tyme do kepe shutt there dores. 


2. Item whether any person or persons do frequent and resorte to 
innes and tavernes or ailehowses in tyme of dyvine service or 
sermons and the names of the persons so resortinge and of the 
owners of the howses so resortid unto. 


3. [tem whether any cittizins or inhabitantes within the said cittie do 
use to playe or idlelie to remaine in the strete or at home in there 
owne howses duringe the tyme of dyvine service or sermons. 


4. Item that youe make deligent searche whether any cittizins and 
inhabitantes within the said warde do absent them selves frome 
hearinge dyvine service at there parishe churches on Sabaoth daies 
and how ofte they do absent them selves and to present all offenders 
therin at the generall sessions of peace next after. 


5. Item that yow do everie moneth at the least make trew certificate, 
accordinge to the trust in yow reposed, to the Lord Maior or the 
Wardens of the said warde of all suche offences and offenders as 
youe fynde contrarie thes articles. 


(163r.) Thomas Moseley, Lorde Maior of the cittie of York to 
Thomas Harbert, Robert Myers and to everie of them gretinge. 
Whereas dyvers and many of the cittizins and inhabitantes of this 
cittie have heretofore and daly do neclect there dewties towardes 
God in resortinge to dyvine service and sermons on Sabaothe daies 
for the reformacion whereof I do will and commande youe in hir 
Majestes name that youe takinge with yow one of the constables of 
everie parishe within Walmgate ward do in the name of God and 
furtheraunce of his service, deligentlie execute all the articles here- 
unto annexed and to make certificate of the defaltes accordinglie, 
yeoven under my seale the xj th daie of Februarie 1589. 


YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 89 


And now it is agreed that all the ordinalls of severall occupacions 
shall be called onto this court and the order towching taking of 
apprentices added unto them. 


And now it is agreed that the constables of every parishe shall have 
comaundement by the officers to warne the most part of the sub- 
stanciall cittizins to be at the comon hall on Monday next at one of 
the clocke in the after none to the end they may heare certane 
articles for the retormacion of such as neclect their dewtie in coming 
to church to heare dyvine service and sermons. 


(/63v.) And now my Lord Maior and Mr Sheriffes at the request of 
this court are contented to observe the order maid the third daie of 
May in the xxjx th yeare of her Majestes reigne in the tyme of the 
maioraltie of Mr Raulfe Richardson late Lord Maior concerning the 
furing and sparing the eatage of the Tanghall even as the same order 
followeth word by word viz. : 


It is agreed that the Lord Maior and Sheriffes of the cittie of Yorke 
for the tyme being shall not have anie sheepe going in the said 
Tanghall untill the ground be generallie broken and then they 
Shalbe in choise whether they will have xxvj s. viij d. in money 
allowed for twentie sheepe, or put in fower kyne or two horses for 
their feast at such tymes as others do put into the same groundes and 
if they choise shepp to put in, wethers and no ewes and lambes. 


And now it is agreed that every Lord Maior and Sheriffes that 
hereafter shalbe Lord Maior and Sheriffes of this cittie shall observe 
the orders aforesaid upon pane of x li. to be torfacted to the use of 
the common chamber of this cittie. 


Item it is agreed that such person as have not paid their fines for 
leases shalbe called upon and if any will renewe any leases they to be 
called and newe leases to be letten. 


(164r.) Decimo tercio die Februarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And nowe it is agreed that the aldermen wardens of everye ward 
shall diligentlie search what poore people have laitelie come to 
dwell in this cittie and at their discretions to take order for the 
removing of such poore. 
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And whereas Lawrence Robinson late one of the aldermen of the 
cittie of Yorke in his life tyme by his owne consent was assessed by 
order from the Lordships of her Majestes most honorable privie 
counsell to pay six poundes towardes the late contribution for 
setting forth two shippes and one pynnace at Hull for her Majestes 
service, which alderman died before payment maid of the said vj li, 
and the administracion of his goodes comitted to one William 
Jenkinson, merchant, which William being this daie called into this 
court did deny payment therof yet he required respect to geve 
aunswere till three of the clocke in the after none of this daie, 
whether he will paie the said vj li, or no and now it is agreed if the 
said William Jenkinson do refuse to paie the same that then he 
shalbe comitted to ward till he pay the same. 


(J65r.) Decimo octavo die Februarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now William Jenkinson, administrator of the goodes and cattells 
of Lawrence Robinson late alderman paid into this court the vj li. 
assessed upon the said Laurence towardes the contribution for Hull 
of which vj li. he was allowed by this court xl s., which the said 
Lawrence lent in his life tyme to this corporacion. And the said 
William Jenkinson (/65v.) paid xx s. to this court which was dewe by 
the said Lawrence to pay in his life tyme for his assessement to the 
poore for a quarter of a yeare dewe before his death. 


And now Lawrence Richardson, cutler, appered in this court and 
submitted him self for certane contemptes and other offenses by 
him laitelie comitted to the noysance of his neighbours and for that 
he refused to come to my Lord Maior when he was sent for, it is this 
daie agreed that he shall be comitted to ward there to remane till to 
morowe at x1j of the clocke and he to pay ij s. ij d. fyne for his said 
contempt and offences. 


And now it is agreed that Mr Alderman Harbert, Mr Alderman 
Richardson and Mr Alderman Birkby or two of them togethers with 
Mr Alderman Trewe and Robert Pearson, late the citties husband 
shall diligentlie examine and se what part and porcion of the tile 
tymber and stone of the late churche of Alhallowes on Peazholme 
was delivered or taken for the reparing of St Cutbertes churche 
and how it is employed and whether the same doth exceede the 
valewe of xls. being that porcion which is alloted out of the whole 
for the repare of the said churche. And if they fynd that the tile, 


YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 91 


tymber and stone alredy delivered for the repare of St Cutbertes 
churche aforesaid do not amount to the some of xl s. that then the 
said Alderman Harbert, Alderman Richardson and Alderman 
Birkby or two of them shall take such order as there may be 
delivered so much more tile and tymber or stones as will make up 
the said some of xl s. so as securitie may be maid that the same may 
be presentlie employed upon St Cutbertes Churche. 


(166r.) Item it is further ordered that the said fower aldermen shall 
call to them one of the wardens both of Walmgate ward and Bothome 
ward and before the first Mondaie in Lent next shall audit the 
accomptes of the reparacions of Cutbertes churche and how that 
Xlij S. 11) d. haith bene yearely bestowed on the said churche which 
was geven by Sir Martyne Bowes even from such tyme as the same 
was first geven. 


And now it is agreed that one bill of charges amounting to xls. 1j d. 
disbursed by Mr Morton and Mr Gibson for going thorow with their 
accompt when they were lait collectors for subsidie shalbe paid by 
the Chamberlanes for that staie was maid of payment of their 
money by reason of the sewt for Naborne landes. 


Ultimo die Januarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


Memorandum that wheras ther was a sute dependinge in her 
Majestes courte of Chauncerie before her Majestes counsell in thes 
northe partes, betwene Thomas Grene, plaintiff, and Michael Scarr, 
defendant, citizens and fremen of this cittie for that the sayd defend- 
ant did denye and would not suffer the said Thomas Grene to 
enjoye a parcell of grounde on the backsyde of a tenemente or 
stable in Skeldergate within the sayd cittye accordinge to one 
awarde in writinge indented made by one Martyne Grene and 
Raiphe Cloughe as therbye at lardge may appeare and that after- 
wardes and before day of answere upon speciall suite made by the 
sayd defendant in this honourable courte not onelie to staye the 
sayd Thomas (/66v.) Grene for procedinge any further before her 
Majestes sayd counsell but also to have the matter ordered by the 
then honourable Thomas Jackson then Lord Maior and his worship- 
full bretheren wherupon both the said partes were called in open 
courte and upon hearinge of the sayd partes and the sayd cause, the 
sayd Thomas Grene was motioned by the sayd then Lord Maior to 
put the matter then in suite before the counsell to comprimise of 
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such two aldermen as he then would indifferently appointe, to 
which the sayd Thomas Grene and Michaell Scarr did willinglie 
agree, so the worshipfull Ralf Richardson and Thomas Mosley, 
aldermen, being then present in court, was appointed arbitrators to 
award, order and judge the sayd controversie before the seconde 
day of Februarye the next after, wherunto the sayd partes submitted 
themselves accordinglie before which day the sayd arbitrators after- 
wardes that is to say the last day of Januarye came to the grounde to 
vewe the same and then and ther called the sayd partes and heringe 
ther alligacions and the award redd doe award, order, and judge 
that the sayd Michael Scarr shall pay to the sayd Thomas Grene 
1x s. ij d. parcell of his chardges susteyned in the sayd suite to 
deliver him a keye of the dore into the sayd garthe and to performe 
the said award in writinge indented accordinge to the forme and 
effecte therof, without further contradiction which sayd order so 
made was by them then and ther published to the partes accordinglie 
wherunto they agreed, in witnesse wherof we subscribed our names, 
Raiphe Richardson, alderman 
Thomas Mosley, alderman. 


(167r.) Decesimo quinto die Februarii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And nowe it is agreed that a warrant shalbe maid to the officers to 
demaund all such money of free cittizins as they have not paid for 
contribution at Hull and if in caise any of them do refuse to paie it is 
agreed by thes presentes that the said officers shall cary all such 
persons to ward for that the money so assessed was for her Majestes 
service and haith bene often demaunded and not paid. 


And now it is agreed that all the six officers shall presentlie make a 
trewe accompt of all such money as they have receyved for the use 
of this corporacion, and also that every one of them shall fynd two 
sufficient sewerties for their trewe accompting of all such money as 
they have or hereafter shall receyve for the use of this corporacion. 


(167v.) And now William Allen late alderman of the cittie of Yorke 
and somtyme Lord Manor of the said cittie put up his peticion into 
this court for some releif, which being redd and considered, it 1s 
agreed that the said William shall have v li. yearelie out of the 
comon chamber of this cittie during his life from Christmas last in 
consideracion of his poore estaite and for that he was somtyme Lord 
Maior of the said cittie. 
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And now it is agreed that Thomas Plomer and his wife shalbe 
placed in St Thomas Howse in place of Uxor Sawghell, deceased, 
late huswife of the said howse, and they to have such weeklie releif 
as Uxor Sawghell had. 


And now certane contraversies betwene the blacksmithes and the 
locksmithes concerning their trades are comitted to the considera- 
cion and examinacion of Mr Cristofer Harbert, Mr Robert Brooke, 
Mr Thomas Jackson, aldermen, and Robert Pacocke and James 
Mudd, gentlemen, or any three of them wherin 2 to be aldermen to 
examyn, add or alter the ordinalls of the said occupacions at their 
discretions. 


And now it is agreed for avoiding of infeccions that might ensewe 
and for the decent and clenelie kepinge of one streete called 
Hungate, being a common and usuall streete for cittizins to passe 
thorowe, that from henceforth no manner of person or persons 
whatsoever shall lay or cast any mannor of dong, myer, filth, 
swepinges or any other thing in Hungate aforesaid, or in one other 
streete called the Hater Lane, upon pane of every one doing the 
contrary to forfact for every offence ij s. uj d. thone half to the 
Common Chamber and thother half to the presenter. 


(168r.) And now Robert Swynbanke, pewtherer, being presented 
for buying fower quarters of malt of , about the 20 of September 
last 1589, and selling the same agane contrary to the statute maid 
against forstallers and ingrossers did this day appere in this court 
and submitted him self for his said offence. And nowe it is agreed 
that the said Robert shall paid xvj d. fora fyne for his said offence to 
the comon chamber of this cittie. 


And now also William Fell, baker, being presented for buyeng and 
selling xx ti quarters of malt of and selling the same agane 
contrary to the statute maid against forstallers and ingrossers did 
this daie appere in this court and did submit him self for his said 
offence. And now it it agreed that the said William Fell shall paie 
vj s. vilj d. for a fine for his said offence to the use of the comon 
chamber of this cittie. 


And now it is agreed that William Inglis of St Cutbertes parishe in 
respect of his three poore children shall have vj d. weekelie by the 
collector of Monkward. 
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And now it is also agreed that v li. shalbe bestowed on Capten 
Laiton for he panes taken in somer was twelvemonth in training his 
band and for other his travells hither about his soldyers. 


And now it is agreed that the doughter of Heughe Jenkins, a poore 
girle, shall have v s. to apparell her and for placing her in service in 
Northfolke. 


(J68v.) Quarto die Marcii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And now it is agreed that Jane Haiton, laite wife of William Haiton, 
which William was laitelie robbed and murthered by theves shall 
have xij d. weeklie for the releiving of six poore children in Belfrayes 
parishe till other order be taken. 


And now it is agreed that one accion depending on the Sheriffes 
Court at her Majestes sewt upon the relacion of Henry Thornton 
against Matthew Dent for buyeng chese shalbe staied and proceede 
no further in that court but be tryed in this court. 


And now it is agreed that the searchers of cowpers and the saigers 
shalbe called into this court and sworne and shall bring their ordinall 
into this court. 


And now it is agreed that a warrant shalbe maid to the fower officers 
and constables to demaund of all such persons in Monckward such 
somes as they have not paid for their assessementes for comon 
armor and all such persons as refuse to paie that they do presentlie 
bring them before the Lord Maior and some of his bretheren to 
shew cause whie they so refuse, orels to cary such persons to ward. 


(169r.) Decimo octavo die Marcii, 32 Eliz. (1589-90). 


And nowe Thomas Harbarte and others latelie appointed for the 
execucion of certaine articles sett downe for the furtherance of 
Godes service and resortinge to divyne service and sermons did this 
daye deliver into the courte their certificate of offenders by them 
found emongest whom the sayd Thomas Harbart did present John 
Watson for that he the sayd John being willed by the sayd Thomas 
Harbert to shutt his doore upon Sondaye the xvth of Marche 1589 
and to go to Mr Harwood sermon dyd with bragging wordes (/69v. ) 
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saye it should not be shutt and before many people dyd run towardes 
the sayd Thomas Harbarte with a facing countenaunce in a 
disordered manner which John being called into this courte could 
not greatlye denye the same; it is theirfore agreed that the sayd John 
shalbe committed to ward upon Owsebridge their to remane for 
Xxillj tie howres, and then he to paye v s. for a fyne for his sayd 
offence at the tyme of his deliverye out of prison which some is to be 
presentlye implyed to the use of the poore. 


And like presentment beinge made upon Peter Cawtley, William 
Greenwood, Thomas Adamtwhaite and Banester, for playing 
at cardes in Peter Cawtleys house on Sondaye the xv th of March 
1589, in sermon tyme which persons being called into this courte did 
confesse the same offences and theirfore it is agreed that all the sayd 
persons shalbe committed to Mounckbarr their to remane duringe 
my Lord Maiors pleasure. 


Also it is agreed that upon the peticion of the solicitors for Commons 
the staith shalbe repared and made hyer towardes the farr end and 
the same to be viewed by my Lord Maior, Mr Harbert, Mr Robinson 
Mr Brooke, aldermen, Mr Richard Morton, Mr Persevall Brooke 
and Mr Hall (24), Thomas Harbart, James Stocke, Henry Banester 
and Richard Hutton for the Commons and they to agree what 
necessarye reparacions theirof should be made and the same to be 
done withe expedicion. 


(170r.) Item it is agreed that some of the inhabitantes of Tadcaster 
on thisside the bridge shall be called before the Lord Maior and that 
they shalbe assessed to fynd some comon armor for her Majestes 
Service. 


Item it is agreed that lettres shalbe written to Mr Doctor Harbert 
and to Mr Asquith of London for the furtherance of the newe 
chartre for the fortnight faire. 


Item it is agreed that my Lord Maior and Mr Alderman Richardson 
shall take order with Mr Wharton frendes as councerninge the 
moneye geven by Mr Beanes will to the poore of this cittye. 


Item it is also agreed that the Chamberlaynes of this cittye shall take 
in chardge and cause faithfully to be done all suche the cittyes 
workes as the Chamberlans heretofore haith bene chardged withall, 
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and if in case anye of them do refuse then it is agreed that they shall 
be committed to ward for their contempte. 


(170v.) And now the soliciters for Commons haith preferred into 
this court one peticion against Henry Thornton, the enformer, for 
that he greatlie troble free cittizins and no straingers upon penall 
statutes by way of accion of debt in the Sheriffes court before the 
Sheriffes being (as they alledged) both judges and parties in respect 
of having the moitie of the fynes. It is therfor this daie ordered and 
agreed for the avoiding of many extremities which dalie is used by 
the said Thornton against poore cittizins and often tymes for very 
small causes that every free cittizin of this cittie which is or shalbe 
shewed, prosecuted or trobled before the said Sheriffes, in their 
said court, upon any penal statute, eyther by the said Henry 
Thornton or by any other informer, shall remove their accion from 
thence before the Lord Maior and aldermen of this cittie there in 
equity to be determined according to the quality of their offences in 
some reasonable sort, at the discretion of the Lord Maior and 
aldermen so that such matters, sewtes, accions be brought before 
the Lord Maior and aldermen upon the first sommons or areast 
which fynes and somes of money so to be taken shalbe employed 
thone half therof to the Sheriffes and thother half to the enformers. 


(/7I1r.) Octavo die Aprilis, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Ellis Karr, late of Norwiche, dyer, shalbe 
maid free of this cittie for vj li. xiij s. 111j d., to be paid in manner and 
forme following, that is to say, xilj s. i1ij d. in hand and xs. yearelie 
till the same be paid and upon his good behaviour and continuance 
in instructing the children of free cittizins in his traid, it is agreed 
that he shalbe favored in some part of his said some of vj li. xiij d. 
ii j d., and if he cannot fynd sewerties that then his owne bound 
shall be taken for payment therof. 


And now was redd one lettre from Sir Francis Walsingham in the 
behalf of Mr Valentyne Castilion for the graunt of the towne clark- 
shipp in the cittie of Yorke, the effect wherof enseweth on the other 
side of this leave and it is agreed that on fryday next certane of the 
Common Counsell of every ward, fower or six, shalbe called into 
this court to the end they maid be maid acquainted therwithall. 
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(17lv.) To my very good Lord Maior of the cittie of Yorke and to 
the rest of the aldermen his bretheren. 


After my hartie comendacion to your Lordship and the rest. Wheras 
there is a sewt maid unto you by Valentyne Castilion a gent of the 
Middle Temple, sonne to Mr Baptist Castilion, one of the gromes of 
her Majestes pryvie chamber for the revercion of the towne clark- 
shipp of this cittie, though I know that the gent sufficiency and 
hability for the place and the respect dewe to one of his qualitie 
shold yeild him sufficientlie recomended unto you, yet for the 
good will I beare both to his father and to him I cold do no lesse but 
accompanie him with my lettres which are to entreat you that 
finding the gent qualified for the place as I assure myself you shall 
do, you will gratifie me and hys frendes by bestowing the same on 
him who shall all have therby just cause to thinke our selves behold- 
ing to you, and requite it when occation shall fall out on our part. 
And so I bid you and the rest hartelie farewell. From the Court at 
Grenewiche, the secound of March 1589, 


Your very loving frend, 


Francis Walsingham. 


(172r.) Decimo die Aprilis, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that warrantes shalbe maid to the constables 
and inhabitantes of every parishe to choise 1iij men to be sessors for 
their parishe for the releif of the poore and they to appere before the 
Lord Maior and aldermen on Owsbridg, bringing with them a note 
of all such persons as are come into their parishes since the last 
assessment and are hable to pay, Walmgateward on Wednesday 
forenone at 7 of the clocke, and Monckward at one of the clocke in 
the after none; Bothome ward on Thursdaie at 7 of the clocke in the 
fore none and Miclegate ward at one of the clocke in the after none. 


And now dyvers of the Comon Counsell of the said cittie appered in 
this court and had red unto them one lettre which came to the Lord 
Maior and aldermen from Sir Francis Walsingham in the behalf of 
one Valentine Castilion, who was a sewter for the revercion of the 
towneclarkshipp of this cittie. And after deliberate conferance had 
in the (/72v.) premisses both the Lord Maior, aldermen, sheriffes 
and pryvie counsell of this cittie togethers with the said comon 
counsell of this cittie did all agree that the said office shold not be 
graunted in revercion and especiallie to a strainger for that the office 
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is an office of great charge and further that a lettre shalbe written to 
Sir Francis Walsingham to that effect. 


(173r.) After our hartie comendacions. Wheras Mr Robert Asquith 
and Mr William Robynson our brethren aldermen of the cittie of 
Yorke and we our selves by our lettres heretofore were sewters to 
your worship to procure to be graunted to hir Majestes handes one 
chartre for a faire to be kepte here at Yorke every fortnight and 
othere thinges in the booke conteynd as by the same remanynge 
with your worship apperith which although it be but smale profit yet 
it will very well satisfie our citizens and somethinge stay them at 
home frome foreigne markettes for ther necessaries, we do there- 
fore most hartelie desyer you worship to gett the same graunted and 
perfected from hir Majestie and we will not onely bestowe on your 
worship fortie angells for your good will and travell in obteyninge 
the same but also thinke our selves greatly bounden unto your 
worship and we do hartelie desyer your worship to hasten the same 
with as much expedicion as conveniently youe canne for the tyme of 
the yere is nowe verry nere for kepinge of faires and this hartelie 
thyanking your worhip for your paines alredy taken therin, we 
betake youe to the tuicion of the Almightie. Yorke this 12 of Aprill 
1590. 


Your worships loving frendes, 


Thomas Mosley, Maior, 
Christofer Harbart, alderman, 
Robert Maskewe, 

Robert Asquith, 

William Robynson, 

Robert Brooke, 

Andrew Trewe. 


To the right Worshipful & our very good frend Mr Docter Harbert 
one of his majestes counsell of her highnes courte of Requestes 
delyver thes. 


(173v.) To our very loving frend Mr Cristofer Asquith at London, 
deliver thes. 


After our hartie commendacions. Wheras we do sundry wayes 
perceyve that you have taken great panes and travell for us with 
Doctor Harbert, towching our chartre for the fare, and for our 
pryvie seale for the tax which as yet we have not considered and yet 
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we have not forgotten your good will but we do most hartelie desier 
you to continewe the same to make newe supplies to Mr Doctor for 
our chartre which such convenient expedicion as you can for that 
the tyme for keping fares is now at hand and we will so thankfullie 
consider you as we trust shall be to your owne contentacion. And we 
have written a lettre to Mr Doctor and promissed him xx li. for 
obtaning the same which we pray you to paie him so sone as it shall 
be done and perfected and Mr Alderman Asquith, your brother, 
shall repaie it to you for vs., as by his lettre you may perceive and 
thus comitting you to the tuicion of the Almightie we cease yow 
further troble. Yorke, this xij of Aprill 1590. 


Your loving frendes, 


Thomas Mosley, Maior, 
Christofer Harbert, 
Robert Maskew, 
Robert Asquith, 
William Robinson, 
Andrew Trewe. 


(174v.) Decimo quinto die Aprilis, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Tristram Langwith shall take his apprentice 
the sonne of Uxor Hall for tenne yeares and that he shall have 
Xilj S. ij d. with him out of the comon chamber. 


And now the inhabitantes of this cittie were assessed for the releif of 
the poore as by a booke therof maid, appereth, and iiij inhabitantes 
of every parishe were there present to enforme the Lord Maior and 
Justices of the habilities of men. And now it is agreed that all such 
persons as do or shall refuse to pay such somes of money as they 
have not paid for this last yeares assessement for the poore shalbe 
comitted to ward there to remane till they shall pay the same. 


(175r.) Quarto Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Mr Robert Asquith, Mr Andrew Trewe, 
Mr Persyvall Brook, Anthony Calton and Robert Swynbanke shalbe 
overseirs of Tanghall for this yeare next ensewinge. 
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Also it is agreed that Mr Asquith, Mr Brook and Mr Richardson 
shall write their lettre to Mr Howland to request hym to spare the 
two hundrith poundes anothere yere and thintrest thereof to be 
provided against Trynitie terme. 


Also it is agreed that Mr Alderman Birkbie shall with all sped 
procure attachement and other ordynary proces against Cholmeley. 


And also it is agreed that a warrant shalbe maid to one of my Lord 
Maior officers to gather of such as have not paid to the assessement 
for armor within Crux parish and to bring those to ward that refuse 
to pay presently. 


Also it is agreed that the viewe of the poure shalbe at thire houses by 
my Lord Maior and Mr Wardens of every ward and one alderman of 
every ward besides and one of the 24 of every ward, viz., Mr Asquith, 
Mr Trewe, Mr Birkby and Mr Jackson, aldermen, Mr Cristofer 
Beckwith, Mr Edward Fawsett, Mr Percivall Brook and Mr William 
Gibson, 24, and to begyn on Weddynsdey next viz., Walmegate 
ward before none and Monk ward at after none and Bowthom ward 
on Thursdey before none and Miklith ward after none and the 
constables to geve warninge to the pour to kep ther houses and to 
bring a note of the names of all the pour in there severall parishes. 


(175v.) Also it is agreed that Mr William Robynson, alderman or 
his depute for Walmegate ward, Mr Harrison, alderman for Miklith 
ward, James Birkbie alderman for Monk ward and Mr Thomas 
Jackson alderman for Bowthome ward shalbe Head Colectors for 
the said wardes for the pour for this yeare next ensewinge. 


And it is agreed that Cuthbert Robynson of St Laurens parishe shall 
have vj s. viuij d. forth of the common chamber upon condicion that 
he lye in sewertie that he, his wife and iiij children do departe forth 
of this cittie and never returne againe otherwise to pay the same 
back againe. 


Also it is agreed that my Lord Maior and Mr Wardens of Miklith- 
ward shall viewe Bowe bridge without Skeldergate postrane and if it 
may be spared, Mr Trew to have the sume to repare the Castlemilnes, 
he making a sufficient brige for passingers there. 


And also it is agreed that Robert Thruscroft, cobler of Alhallos 
parishe on the payvement shall have vj s. viij d. of the common 
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chamber towardes placing of his iij children at London in service 
and not to troble this cittie anymore. 


Also it is agreed that Thomas Daltree shalbe called for money in his 
handes sens he was colector in Crux parishe. 


(176 r.) Octavo die Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe it is agreed that the wardens of Mouncke ward shall this 
afternone viewe the howse of George Cowpland and to commaund 
him to cease pullinge downe or defacinge anye parte theirof and 
they to make reporte to the Lord Maior tomorowe daye of their 
sayd viewe. 


Item it is agreed that Robert Hamond in respecte of his poore 
estaite and imprisoment havinge nothing at all to releave him selfe, 
his wife and children shall have a license to aske in churches in this 
cittye and Aunstye. 


And nowe it is agreed that Raulfe Hardye, baker, shalbe committed 
to ward for that he dothe refuse to paye his assessament to the 
poore, and also for that he haith this daye in open courte used 
unreverent and unseamlye wordes against this court towchinge his 
assessament and that before his departure forth of prison he shalbe 
bound with sufficiente sewertyes to the good abearinge against the 
Lord Maior, aldermen and the rest of this courte at the discrecion of 
the sayd Lord Maior. 


(176v.) Undecimo die Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


Wheras there appereth no presidentes emongest the remembrances 
of this cittie that any of the Sheriffes of the said cittie during his 
office kept his howse or maid habitacion and most part of his aboad 
forth of this cittie, it is therfor agreed that Mr William Allen one of 
the Sheriffes of this cittie who synce his eleccion haith kept howse at 
Shereborne in the countie of Yorke, shall within xij dayes next 
come and dwell, inhabit and keepe howse and familye within the 
cittye for the better dischardge of his office and service towardes her 
Mayjestie and this cittye, upon payne of xl li, to be by him payd as a 
fyne for the use of this corporacion. 


Item it is agreed that Hellen Hopkin, a poore girle, shall have 
1lj S. 111) d. so that she retorne no more. 
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Item it is agreed thet the Gaoler of the castle shall be sent for on 
Wednesdaye next to shewe cause howe and why he occupieth 
St George Howse. 


(177r.) To the righte Honorable and our very good Lord Henry 
Earle of Huntingdon, Lord Lieutenante to her Majestie in 
the North partes, and Lord President of her Majestes 
honorable counsell in the sayd Northe partes. 


Our most bounden dewtie to your honour remembred. For that one 
Edward Wythes hath latelye demaunded the some of xvj li. or 
thereaboutes (as he affirmeth) to be payd for the Ainstye within the 
countye of the cittye of Yorke to him towards the furnishinge of her 
Mayjestes provision for cattell, according to one composicion made 
with the grene clothe, we thoughte good to staye levying therof for 
that none of us were ever privye to the composicion neyther knowe 
of anie such made, neyther that the sayd Wythes is appointed to 
receive the monye, nor yet were any of us called to any rate or 
assessment made to that end, which we thinke had bene reasonable 
oneless it had bene set downe by your honour, which we understand 
it was not, but set upon us at the least rated by the Justices of the 
West Riddinge of the Countie of Yorke for us to pay of such somme 
as was allotted for them, (/77v.) and for that they are no Justices 
within our countye and yet seeke to intrude our liberties we are not 
to yeild to their assessment; also the Justices of every riddinge were 
made privie to the ratinge of the riddinges and further we thinke if 
we pay parte of the some alloted to the West Riddinge, that we 
should be made privye what the somme is and in what sorte ther 
wapentakes be chardged to the end the same may be indifferently 
done for otherwise they may charge the Ainstye at ther pleasures. 
Thus much we thoughte convenyent to certifye your honour, assur- 
ing our selves the inhabitantes of thainstie will yeild them selves to 
any sessemente herin that shalbe reasonably and dewlie imposed 
upon them, otherwise lett them that refuse taste the smarte; we 
humblye besirch your honour that such somes as are to be payd 
within the countye of the cittye of Yorke maybe set by our honour 
or els somme of our Justices may be called and made privie with 
other Justices to the end the Ainstie may be indifferentlie used, and 
our libertes preserved. Thus withall dewtye we comitt your Lordship 
to the tuicion of the Almightie whom we beserch long to preserve 
the same at his good pleasure to your Lordship great comfort. 
Yorke this xij of May 1590. 
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Post Script. By perusing our register booke of this cittie since the 
writing of this our lettre we fynd that the some which the inhabitantes 
of the said Ainstie were assessed to pay towardes the said provision 
Anno 1585, was viij li. x s., and we are given to understand that the 
said some is not nowe doble the said former charge, and therfor we 
humbly desier your Lordshipp that dew consideracion may be had 
therof and what shall befall us to do we trust shalbe aunswered with 
expedicion. 


Your Lordships server to comaund 
Thomas Mosley, Maior, 
Robert Maskewe, 
Thomas Harrison, 
Robert Asquith, 
William Robinson, 
Robert Brooke, 
Thomas Appleyard, 
Andrew Trewe, 

James Birkbye, 
Thomas Jackson. 


(178r.) Decimo tercio die Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Roberte Sawghell, sonne of Thomas 
Sawghell, deceased, shalbe apprentice with John Wilson, joyner, 
from Penticost next for ten years, and the said maister to have 
X11j S. 11) d. with him out of the common chamber and that the said 
John shalbe dischardged against his occupacion of all such fynes, 
dewtes and paymentes as shall or may be dewe to the searchers or 
companye of joyners by reason of the takeing of the said apprentice, 
& that the takeing of the sayd apprentice shall not hinder him to 
take an other fremans sonne when he will. 


And now Roberte Crosbye, sonne of Vincent Crosbye, hath put 
him self an apprentice to William Peter, baker, from Penticost next 
for tenn yeares, and he to be dischardged against his occupacion of 
all such fynes, dewtes and paymentes as shall or may be dewe to the 
searchers and coinpany of bakers by reason of the takeing of the 
sayd Roberte being borne in this cittye. 


(178v.) Item it is agreed that if the severall petty collectors for the 
poore of every parishe doe not every Munday weekly certifye unto 
the highe collector of ther ward the names of all such person within 
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ther parishes as refuse to pay their assessement to the poore to the 
end the said refusers may presentlie talked withall and comitted if 
they pay not, that every collector so offending be comitted to ward. 


And now it is agreed that Alderman Maskewe shall enter into bond 
of statute merchante in xx li. to pay x li. to the use of this corpora- 
cion, which he oweth to this cittye as parcell of Sir Martyne Bowes 
money in manner and forme followinge, that is to say, i1j li. on the 
xxillj ti day of June next and xx s. parcell therof on the fower and 
twenty daye of December next, and xx s. on the xxiilj ti day of June 
1592, and so forthe every Christmas and Midsomer xx s. till the rest 
of the x hi. be paid. 


(179r.) Decimo quinto die Maui, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


It is agreed that Margaret Wright being old and poore shall have 
11) d. weekly in Saint Margaretes parishe from the begynninge of the 
newe sessement. 


And now Nicolas Shippert, a poore boy, is put apprentice to Roger 
Spinkes, tapiter, for x yeares, and he to have vj s. viij d. out of the 
comon chamber. 


(J79v.) And now a draught of the ordinall of the occupacion of 
plaisterers, tylers and bricklayers which referred to the perusing 
and correcting of Mr Robert Brooke and Mr Andrew Trewe, alder- 
men, was now red over agane in this court and corrected, examined, 
red and allowed and agreed to be written up in an ordinall and 
enrolled. 


And now it is agreed that Alderman Appleyard shall pay xxx s. in 
full dischardg of 11] li. 1x s. which was his last yeares arrearages of his 
assessementes for the poore and the bill of certane the citties 
charges in respect of his not dwelling within this cittie. 


And now it is agreed that thes persons following in respect of their 
povertie and other causes shalbe dischardged of all such arrerages 
as they do owe for the releif of the poore upon their last yeres 
assessement: viz., Mistress Temple, vilj s. Leonard Hall —vs. iiij d., 
Uxor Yeates —1]s. vilj d., Miles Dawson dead, his wife to pay iljs., 
John Watson, locksmith, gone — ilj s., Georg Wetherell — xvj d., 
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William Wilson ij s. viij d., William Daley — gone, xiij s. iiij d., 
John Sinckinson gone — iiij s. viij d., Edward Raisbecke — xvj d. 


(180r.) Vicesimo secundo die Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Georg Stephenson and his wife being 
poore shall have weekelie vj d. for their releif to begyn on Monday 
the 25 of May 1590. 


Margery Garret, widowe, is to have iij d. weekly in respect of two 
young children in Peter Little parishe and she to begyn on Monday 
the xxvth of May 1590. 


And now it is agreed that the milles at St Anthonyes Hall shalbe 
presentlie repared and maid redy for grynding and some other place 
ther appoynted for spynning woll. 


And now Miles Fell, milner, paid in this court xxxilj s. iiij d. parcell 
of the vj li. xij s. 111j d. which he oweth to this corporacion for the 
half yeares rent of the castell milnes dewe at the feast of St Michaell, 
1589. And now upon his humble peticion, it is agreed that the said 
Miles shall have daie to pay v li. residewe therof in manner and 
forme following, viz., xxxiijs. iiij d. at Martynmas next, xxxiljs. iiij d. 
at Penticost 1590 and xxxiij s. ilij d. at Martynmas 1591, and Raulf 
Hardy, baker, to be bound for payment therof. 


(180v.) Vicesimo nono die Maii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


Item it is agreed that uxor Dent of Saint Sampsons parishe in respect 
of ij children shall have iiij d. weekely. 


It is also agreed that Uxor Maltscer in St Wilfrides parishe being 
now sicke and bedridden who had 1j d. weeklie shall have iiij d. 
more during her sicknes. 


It is also agreed that Richard Wray of St John Del Picke parish shall 
have uj d. wekely in respect of his old age. 


Also it is agreed that Mawd Robynson of St Anthonies in respecte 
of a lame boy shall have ij d. weklye. 
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It is also agreed that Isabell Johnson in St Sampsons parish shall 
have 1j d. wekely. 


Also it is agreed that Uxor Bacon in Christes parish shall have ij d. 
weklie. 


Also it is agreed that Thomas Barton, a childe in the custody of 
Margret Forest in Alholles parishe in Northstrete, shall have 1j d. 
weklie. 


Also it is agreed that Robert Webb of St Mighells parishe at Ousbrige 
end with Alice Lenge his apprentes, 11j d. weklie. 


(/8/r.) And now was redd one lettre which came from the right 
honorable the Lord Lieutenant towching an assessement to be maid 
in the Ainstie for her Majestes provision, the effect wherof enseweth: 


To my very good Lord, The Lord Maior of Yorke geve thes. 


After my hartie comendacions to your Lordship. I have receyved 
lettres from Sir James Crofte and others the officers of her Majestes 
most honorable howshold, wherin they signifie unto me that Edward 
Withes hath delivered unto her Majestes use Ix oxen and v hundred 
wethers agreed upon for the composition of Yorkshier, which cattell 
were very well liked and allowed of and withall they doe write unto 
me that the sayd Wythes fyndeth himself greatlie greved in that he is 
not paid his money according to the agrement and composicion with 
the countrye, the fault wherof partlie resteth as I am enformed in 
that the Ainstye have not bene assessed to contribute to this pay- 
ment. Thes are therefore to requier your Lordship to take some 
present order that the Ainstie may be sessed accordinglie and that 
ther may be spedie colleccion and payment of such money as is 
allredie dewe unto him so that he may not be to seeke his money 
when he should use it, having so carefullie performed that which on 
his partie is required. And so I comitt your Lordship to the mercifull 
proteccion of the Almightie. At London this xx th of May 1590. 


Your Lordship loving freind, 
H. Huntyngdon. 


(/S/v.) After my hartye comendacions. Wheras her Majestie and 
the Lordshipes of Her Highnes privie counsell have thoughte it verye 
conveniente to appoint muster maisters for the severall countes 
whithin this realme for the trayninge and disciplyinge of the enrolled 
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bands within the same, thes shalbe to signifie unto yow that I have 
latelie received a lettre from my said Lordshipes wherin they have 
recommended unto me Capteine George Barton, her Majestes 
servant, to be for his longe experience in marciall affaires a fitt man 
for that chardge within the countie of Yorke and therfore have 
required me that he may be imployed ther for that purpose, whom I 
have now sent downe for that service, my meaninge is not that the 
countrey shall now be trubled and chardged with any matter of 
trayninge but doe thinke it sufficyent for this tyme that the men 
enrolled and appointed to serve with the comon armor to be now 
vewed with all ther furniture both of armor and weapons alloted 
unto them. And for that her Majestie is daylie dreven to greate 
expenses by sundrye occasions ther Lordships in ther sayd lettres 
have signified unto me that the allowance for the paynes of the sayd 
muster maister is to be given by the countrey without any chardge to 
her Majestie as it is in all other countes of the realme and therfore 
they have required me to take such order that some allowance may 
be made him for his travell in this behalf. Now for that the sayd 
muster maister is to attend ther in the countrey among yow and to 
be in a redynes still further to be imployed in this service, as 
occasion shall requier, thes shalbe to desier yow to take order that 
ther maybe xij d. levyed for everye man that is now to be vewed with 
the comon armor within the cittye and Ainstie of Yorke, and that 
every townshipp and parishe may be chardged with the same 
according to the number of the men that they doe furnishe and sett 
forthe in this behalf, and that the money may be in a redynes to be 
payd unto (/82r.) him upon the vewe of the said men for the which I 
cannot sett downe anye day in this lettre, but doe requyer yow that 
upon knowledge therof from Captaine Barton order may be taken 
to have all the sayd men with ther furniture in a redynes to be vewed 
where I doe requier some of yow that be aldermen to be as also the 
Captaine of the said men for the better assistance in that service 
and the better supplyinge of such wantes as may then be founde and 
so I doe comitt your Lordship and the rest to Gods mercifull tuicion. 
From London the xix th of may 1590. 


Your Lordships loving freind, 


H. Huntingdon. 


(J82v.) Quinto die Junii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now, wheras there is behind and unpaid to the citties use 
x li. xs. for one yeare and a half rent of two closes at Tanghall laitelie 
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graunted to the Lord Lieutenant, and after in the occupacion of 
Mr Raulf Rokeby, esquier, and now in the occupacion of George 
Elwick, sadler, therfor it is agreed that a distress shalbe taken upon 
the said ground to aunswere the said rent and airarages. 


And now it is agreed that Mr Alderman Trewe and Mr Alderman 
Birkby, Mr Percivall Brooke and Robert Hudson, chamberlane, 
Mr Shawe and Mr Mawd of Opton, Martyne Arkendell and David 
Tomson shall on Wednesday next repare to Tadcaster bridge and 
view the same and to certifie what needefull reparacions is to be 
bestowed on the same. 


(183r.) And now it is agreed that the wardens of Walmgate ward 
and Monckward shall take as many sparrs from St Antonies which 
was upon Alhallowes Churche in Peazeholme as shalbe needfull for 
the reparing of the comon foldes in the said ward. 


And now it is agreed that one bill of charges amounting to vj li. ix d. 
disbursed by Mr Belt about the citties affares at London shalbe paid 
by the chamberlanes. 


And now was red one lettre which came from the Lord Lieutenant 
towching the viewing of the 300 traned men in the cittie and Ainstie 
by Mr Capten Barton, the effect of which lettre is on the next leaf 
before. 


(183v.) Desimo nono die Junii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Mr Harwodd shall during the pleasure of 
my Lord Maior and aldermen make his sermons at Alhallowes on 
the pavement. 


And now concerning one sewt depending in this court between 
Francis Bane, plaintiff and Christofer Beckwith and Richard Morton 
defendants, concerning one obligacion wherein the said Francis and 
others stand bounden unto the said Christofer Beckwith and Richard 
Morton in the some of CCCC li. both the said parties appered in this 
court, viz., Francis Bane, plaintiff and Christofer Beckwith one of 
the defendantes and did submit themselves to abide such order, 
direccion and determinacion as this court shold appoynt and set 
downe betwene the said parties as well in the said sewt now depend- 
ing as also concerning all other matters depending betwen the said 
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parties. Wherupon this court with consent of both the said partes 
haith referred all matters, accions, sewtes and demaundes whatso- 
ever now depending betwen the said parties to the order, award and 
judgment of Mr James Birkby and Mr Thomas Jackson, Aldermen, 
Mr Marmaduke Sothaby and Mr William Allen, Sheriffes, so that 
they make their order and award before St James day next and to 
deliver and certifie the same unto this court to be here confirmed. 


(184r.) And now it is agreed that the Sheriffes shall on Midsomer eve 
next make a shewe of armor thorow the streetes of this cittie as haith 
bene accustomed; and that the inhabitantes shall have warning as 
haith bene accustomed; and it is further agreed that every cittizin 
that haith not bene Sheriffe shall attend in their owne persons with 
their best armor and funiture in the said shewe with there servantes 
also furnished upon pane of vj s. viij d. to be forfacted by every one 
offending herein to be paid without mittigacion and warning to be 
geven accordinglie. 


And now it is agreed that warning shall be geven to the constables of 
every parishe that they do forthwith geve comaundement to all 
inhabitantes within the said cittie that they and all their servantes 
and children betwen the age of 7 and 60 yeares shall appere on 
Heworth More on Monday the sixt of Julie 1590 at 7 of the clocke in 
the foore none of the same daie bringing with them bowes and 
arrowes of their owne, according to the statute, viz., every one 
betwene the age of 7 and 17 yeares one bowe and two arrowes and 
every one betwen the age of 17 and 60 one bowe and 4 arrowes, 
according to the statute, upon pane of every one offending in any 
poynt of the premisses to forfact vj s. viij d. for every offence. 


(184v.) Vicesimo sexto die Junii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that Margaret Leng shall have vj s. vij d. for 
placing John Leng her sonne in service at London. 


And now it is agreed that Heugh Jenkins shall have v s. out of the 
comon chamber for placing Robert Jenkins his sonne in service at 
London. 


And now it is agreed that every one of this court shall on Tewsday 
next send one sufficient hable man to help amend the water of Owse 
and every one that sendeth not a man to pay viij d. for hiring a man. 
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And it is also agreed that all the constables shall have warning and 
comaundement to certifie the names of all such persons as were 
absent at the last shewe of armor in the end they may pay their fines 
according to the order. 


(185r.) Tercio die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now certane articles betwene the blackesmithes and locke- 
smithes which were referred to the perusing of Mr Robert Brooke, 
Mr Thomas Jackson, aldermen, Mr Robert Paicocke and Mr James 
Mudd, gentlemen, were this daye redd and confirmed and agreed to 
be ingrossed in their ordinalles as the same hereafter enseweth. 


Item it is agreed that Nicholas Hall sone of John Hall, deceased 
shall be an apprintice with Peter Omarye, joyner, for tenn yeares 
and the sayd Peter to have with him xij s. iiij d. out of the common 
chamber and that in consideracion that he is a poore boye the sayd 
Peter shalbe dischardged against the joynars of all chardges and 
dewties dewe or to be dewe for the sayd apprintice and that the 
takinge of him shall not prejudice the sayd Peter to take anye mo 
free mens children at his pleasure. 


Item it is agreed that Grace Nelson shall be put in St Thomas 
Hospitall and is to have weeklye 111 d. 


(185v.) Item it is ordayned that the blacksmithes shall from hence- 
forthe make all great rackes and great square spittes, great andirons, 
great doerbandes and crokes and all great ironworke that weighethe 
above sex poundes so that they do not file the same and all theis and 
suche great workes. 


The locksmithes shall not worke by them selves nor by their 
servantes, nor bande any kettles or pannes upon payne of ij s. ij d. 
to be forefated by everye one of the locksmithes doinge the contrary 
thone halfe to the occupacion of blacksmithes and thother halfe to 
the common chamber. 


Nether shall the locksmithes maike any worke weying above vj li. 
except that they do tynne the same upon the forsaid payne. 


Nether shall the blacksmythes file any of ther workes upon the like 
paine, to be devided among the locksmythes and common chamber 
equallie. 
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Item it is agreed that the blacksmithes, locksmithes and cutlers shall 
searche togethers aswell in the cittie as in faires where their shalbe 
two of the blacksmithes and one of the cutlers in all their searches, 
and this is by the consente of the blacksmithes, locksmithes and 
cutlers, and they also to devide the benefitt they have by the 
searche, the blacksmithes the one halfe and the locksmithes and 
cutlers the other halfe, to the use of their occupacion. 


Item it is agreed that the locksmithes shall paye yearlye to the 
cutlers twelve pence towardes the payment of their chardges in 
St Anthonye Hall and the searche to contynewe as is above written. 


(186r.) Sexto die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that a lettre of attorney shalbe maid under the 
comon seale to two of the chamberlanes to distrayne in two closes at 
Tanghall for x li. x s. arrerages of rentes dewe for one yeare and a 
half ended at the Annuntiacion last. 


(186v.) Octavo die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Richardson, Mr Birkbye, aldermen, 
Mr Christofer Beckwith and Mr William Gibson shall repaire to 
Skipbrigge lane on Frydaye next to viewe the decaies theirof and to 
take order for the reparinge of the same. 


And now it is agreed that Antoney Pulley shall presentlie ride to 
London to get there CC li. at interest for this corporacion, and he to 
have with him xx li. for the last yeares interest and to take with him 
lettres from Mr Asquith, Mr Brooke and Mr Richardson, aldermen, 
to Mr Howland and others. And he to have his chardges borne. 


(187r.) Memorandum that the tenth daie of July 1590, Leonard 
Alleley of the cittie of Yorke, taler, and Oswold Hewbanck of the 
same cittie shipwright, came personally into this court before the 
Lord Maior and others his bretheren aldermen and then and there 
they both did promis that they wold from henceforth become 
tenantes of two tenementes in castellgate in the cittie of Yorke as 
tenantes to this corporacion and that thay wold pay from hencforth 
all their rentes to this corporacion. And Hewbank hath here in open 
court paid to the use of this corporacion 11j s. being his half yeares 


112 YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 


rent dewe at Penticost last for the said tenemente which tenemente 
is in the occupacion of the said Hewbancke. And Alleley hath 
likewise paid his half yeares rent this present day being iij s. vj d. for 
the tenemente being now in his occupacion. And they have both 
promissed to become tenantes from hencforth to this cittie and to 
none others and that they will kepe possession to the use of this 
corporacion, and in witnesse of this they have both set their handes 
hereunto: 


By me Lenird Hallayley 
By me Oswold Ubancke. 


Thomas Mosley, Maior, 
Thomas Harrison, 
Robert Asquith, 
William Robynson, 
Thomas Jackson. 


(187v.) Decimo quinto die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe the presentmentes of the Sheriffes turnes holden at 
Michaelmas last past and at Easter likewise and also the present- 
mentes of the wardmote courtes holden at Michaelmas and Easter 
last past were assessed. 


(188r.) Decimo septimo die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe Robert Asquithe brought into this courte one charter 
obtayned by her Majestes for a fortnight faire, and he also delivered 
a note of the chardges disbursed by his brother last terme amountinge 
to the somme of xlj li. x s. viij d. as followeth, viz: 


The seale viij li. = ix s. 
Thenrolment and dividend xlvj s. viij d. 
The lace and sealer and exacion ilij S. 

The dockett x1j d. 
The vellam skynn vjs. viuj d. 
The sylver lace and silke vjs. vuj d. 
The boxe VS. 

To Doctor Harbert xx li. 


To the Clerke of the Signet ij i. = =xiijs. ity d. 
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For the pryvie seale HA oiNypsy yp 
To Doctor Harbert man ij li. vjs. vilj d. 
To extraordinary clerke VS. 


Which somes are agreed to be presentlye payd by the chamberlanes. 


(/88v.) And nowe it is agreed that a generall commaundement shall 
be geven to the cittizens to appeare before the Lord Maior and 
aldermen at the common hall on Fridaye next at six of the clocke in 
the foore none of the same daye their to here the newe chartre redd 
and they to appoint some eight of everye ward to deliver their 
opinions for the most convenient place of kepinge the said fare and 
then in like maner warninge to be geven for chosinge of an alderman 
in place of Mr Alderman Harbert. 


A note of the severall rates of assessementes within the West 
ridding assessed for hir Majestes provision. 


In primis Agbrige and Morley Xxij li. ij S. 
Clare etl: ¢wlig& 
Ewcrosse and Stanclit Xiph cones: 
Aynstie KV idieorcmipes 
Stafford and Tickell KW7 tt Sx Kayes: 
Skiracke xj li. xvilj d. 
Osgodcrose and Stamecrose xj li. xvilj d. 
Barkeston xt. xviij d. 


(189r.) Vicesimo quarto die Julii, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


Assembled in the comon hall of this cittie the day and yeare above- 
said for the eleccion of an alderman in the rowme and place of 
Christofer Harbert late alderman deceased and upon three elites 
put in by the common counsell and head searchers of the xiij th and 
xv th craftes viz., Christofer Beckwith Edward Fawcet and Robert 
Watter is by most voyces of the Lord Maior, aldermen and sheriffes 
chosen to be alderman in place of Mr Christofer Harbert, late 
alderman deceased. 


And now it is agreed that the Lord Maior, aldermen, sheriffes and 
XXlilj ti togethers with x of the commons of every ward appoynted by 
the rest shall on Monday next at viij of the clocke in the forenone of 
the same day, meete togethers and view the cittie and suburbes 
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therof for the most convenient place for keping the fortnight fare 
according to her Majestes chartre this day redd. 


(189v.) Vicesimo nono die Juli, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now it is agreed that the common lane on Hungate leading to 
the water of Fosse shalbe presentlye clensed by comon dayes worke 
of the parishes next adjoyning at the discretion of the Justices next 
adjoining the sayd lane and then further order to be taken for 
paving the same bycause the inhabitantes have enformed the place 
to be most convenient for watering ther cattell and for other causes. 


(190r.) And now it is agreed that all such persons as doe refuse to 
pay ther assessementes, eyther to the poore or ther assessementes 
for certaine chardges of the cittye shalbe committed to ward by the 
Lord Maior and some one or moe of his bretheren aldermen till 
they shall pay the same. 


And now thes persons hereafter named are appointed to se the 
execucion of certaine articles for resorting to divine service which 
articles are written in the leafe 162 and they to continewe from the 
sixte of August next for six monthes. (viz. ): 


William Wood 

Antony Cawton 

John Waddesworth for Walmegate warde 
James Jackson 


Thomas Fisher 

George Toppyn 
George Watson 
William Smythe 


John Bilbowe 
Thomas Spragon 
William Calome 
John Hudlesse 


Henrye Bannester 
Thomas Grene 
Richard Lobley 
William Maskewe 


Munckward 


Bowthomeward 


Mickelithward 


ee eee 
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(19/r.) Item it is this day agreed by the Lord Maior, aldermen, 
sheriffes and such as have bene sheriffes of this cittie now assembled 
by the most voyces of them that the fare for buyeng and selling 
sheepe, horses and other beastes and cattell within this cittie of 
Yorke or suburbes therof laitelie graunted by our most gracious 
soveraigne laidy Quene Elizabeth shalbe holden and kept in Walm- 
gate and in the beane hills and without Walmgatebarr untill such 
tyme as the said fayre shalbe appoynted and ordered to be kept and 
holden in some other place, within the said cittie or suburbes of the 
same by the Lord Maior, aldermen, sheriffes and such as have bene 
sheriffes of the said cittie or the greater number of them for the tyme 
being in the counsell chamber upon Owsbridg assembled. 


(191v.) Septimo die Augusti, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Harrison, Mr Asquith, Mr Robinson 
and Mr Brooke, aldermen, Mr Murton and Mr Persyvall Brooke 
together withe the strainger latelie comde to this cittie to sett the 
poore children on worke in the sayd cittie shall tomorowe at thre of 
the clocke in the after none viewe the tenemente in St Saviour Gate 
nowe in Mr Alderman Maies tenure or some other convenient place 
for him to worke in as they shall thinke most convenient and meet. 


(192r.) And nowe Thomas Rogerson is elected to be common 
clerke of this cittie in the rowme and place of Leonard Belt gentle- 
man late disceased and it is agreed by theis presentes that he shall 
have and exercise the same office during the pleasure of the Lord 
Maior and aldermen of this cittye for the tyme being upon his honest 
and good behavioure withe the fees and profittes theirunto belong- 
inge, and their upon he being now called into this court is sworne the 
common clerke of this cittye and also haith taken the othe of 
suprimysye before theis presentes and so is nowe by theirs presentes 
admitted unto the same office as aforesayd. 


(192v.) Decimo quarto die Augusti, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And now xvj li. xij s. alloted to be paid by the inhabitantes of the 
Ainstie for her Majestes provision of beaves and muttons for her 
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Mayjestes howshold was this daie assessed by thes presentes as 


followeth viz.: 
Acome 
Holgate 
Askam Brian 
Askam Richard 


Bilbroughe & Sandwith 


Catterton 
Dringhowses 
Middlethorpe 
Bishopthorp 
Copmanthorp 
Acaster Selby 
Acaster Malbis 
Appleton and Wollos 
Bolton parishe, 
Hornington & 
Paddithorpe 
Colton 

Steton 

Opton cum Owston 


Tadcaster citra pontem 


Netherpopleton 
Overpopleton 
Knapton 

Hessey 
Moremunckton 
Readhowses & 
Skaglethorp 
Willestrop 

Rufforth 

Acome Grange 
Helaigh 

Huton cum Angram 
Marston 

Tockwith, Skewkirke 
Twartehowse 
(193r.) Bilton 
Wighell & Easdike 
Walton & Follifate 
Thorparch 
Bickerton 


xs: 
lll] S. 
Ki} 9: 
Vilj S. 
X1j S. 
lj S. 
Vj S. 
Vj S. 
Vj S. 
X11] S. 
X11] S. 
X] S. 
Xij S. 


XVj S. 


Vj S. 
Vilj S. 
vj S. 
VS. 
XS. 
K $2 
vj S. 
vj Ss. 
Vilj S. 
X1llj S. 
XS. 
1X S. 
Vj S. 
Kay 8! 
X1j S. 
X1] S. 
Xlj S. 
XS. 
X1j S. 
XS. 
x 8. 
SY 
Summa: xvij li. ily s. 


viij d. 


iiij d. 
viij d. 


iiij d. 


iiij d. 
iiij d. 


8 d. 


8 d. 


iiij d. 


viij d. 
viij d. 
viij d. 
iiij d. 
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Wherof xjs. 1iij d. is allowed to the baliffes of Thainstie for gathering 
the said some of xvj li. xij s. 


And now also it is agreed that Henry Dereham shall have fyve 
shillinges geven forth of the comon chamber for his releif by vj d. 
weeklie in respect of his present sickness. 


And now Mr Alderman Asquith delivered into this court the names 
of such persons as he and Mr Alderman Robinson had nominated 
for the colleccion of the secound xv th and x th graunted to her 
Mayjesti in the parliament holden in the xxxj ti yeare of her Highnes 
reigne. 


Thomas Asquith, draper 
Leonard Jackson, dier 
William Smith, tanner 
John Bowffeld, draper 


Richard Batcheler of Marston Ree 
John Taite of Middletorp Collectors for the Ainstie. 


Collectors for the cittie. 


(193v.) Vicesimo octavo die Augusti, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


Assembled in the house of the sayd Lord Maior, the daye and yeare 
abovesayd when and wher it is agreed that Anthonye Sandwith 
being all redye committed to warde shall before his departure be 
bounde to good abearinge withe good sewertyes against his owne 
wife and against Mr Alderman Trewe, for that he did beat and very 
evill abuse his wife to her great hurte and to the great disquiet and 
greife of his good neighbours and to the evill example of other and 
also for that he did very evell abuse by lewd, undecent and un- 
reverent speaches, Mr Alderman Trewe, being brought before him 
by the constables for or concerning the abusinge of his sayd wife. 


And wheras Thomas Graves haith layd and sett downe his pace and 
paving before his dwellinge howse bothe higher and further out then 
the same ought to be to the annoyance of such as passe that waye, it 
is theirfore nowe agreed that he shall presentlye make or cause the 
Same pace and pavinge to be made and layd levell and equall with 
the pace and paving of his next neighbours at the discretion of 
Mr Alderman Asquith and Mr Alderman Robinson. 
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(194r.) In die festo sancti Mathei apostoli et evangelisti (viz.) 
vicesimo primo die Septembris, Anno regni Domine Nostre 
Elizabeth Regine etc. tricesimo secundo. 


Assembled in the common hall of this cittie the daye and yeare 
above sayd for the eleccion of two sheriffes for this cittie accordinge 
to the chartre for eleccion of the same and upon fower electes 
chosen by the common counsell (that is to saye) Thomas Harbert, 
John Yodale, William Calome and Robert Dawson, the sayd William 
Calome and John Yodaile are chosen by most voces of the Lord 
Maior, aldermen and sheriffes of this cittye to be sheriffes of the 
sayd cittye from the feast of St Michaell tharchangel next ensewinge 
for one whole yeare then next followinge. 


And nowe Thomas Dutton, fishmonger, is electe and chosen by the 
sayd maior, aldermen and sheriffes to be of the comon counsell for 
Fishmongeres in place of Thomas Harrington deceased. 


(194v.) Vicesimo quinto die Septembris, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe Mr William Calome, draper and Mr John Yodall, 
inholder, latelie elected and chosen sheriffes of this cittie toake 
their oathes for sheriffes accustomed (that parte of the oathe for 
takinge of sergiantes and baliffes excepted by agreament of theis 
presentes), and the same sheriffes did also take the oathe limited for 
everye temperall judge and justice etc., to receive towchinge her 
Mayjestes supremicye and found sewrties for the fee farme of her 
Majestie (viz. ) the sayd William Calome found Mr William Robinson 
and Mr Robert Brooke, aldermen and the sayd Mr John Yodale 
found Mr Thomas Harrison and Mr Andrewe Trewe, aldermen. 


(195r.) And nowe two of the Quenes Majestes writtes for electinge 
of a clarke in place of Leonard Belt deseased, for kepinge of the 
lesser parte of the seale for recognisance accordinge to the forme of 
the statute made at Acton Burnell to be taken within this cittie and 
also a lettre from my Lord Chauncellor directed to my Lord Maior, 
aldermen and sheriffes of this cittye in the behalfe and commenda- 
cions of Mr Christofer Davile for the same office weare openlye 
redd wherupon it is nowe ordered and agreed by theis presentes that 
on Frydaye next the same eleccion of a clerke for the keping of the 
sayd lesser parte of the sayd seale shalbe made in this place by the 
most voices of the Lords Maior, aldermen, sheriffes and xxiilj tie 
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and of xxillj tie comminers (viz. ) sixt comminers such of every ward 
as shalbe their unto named and appointed by my Lord Maior, which 
XXillj tie comminers shalbe warned on Thursdaye next in the after 
none to be at the same election and shall give their voices togethers 
with and in suche maner as the Lord Maior, aldermen and xxiiij tie 
of the previe counsell of this cittie shall give their voyces in the same 
eleccion. 


And nowe it is agreed by theis presentes that Anne Wilcocke late 
wife of Charles Wilcocke who haith promised to departe from this 
cittye with two of her children on Mondaye next and never to 
retorne againe shall have vj s. viij d. payd forthwith unto her forthe 
of the common chamber towardes her chardges and releife in 
goinge from hence with thone of her children to Southampton and 
with thother to Norwich wher she entendethe to place the same in 
service and also to remane at thone place her selfe. 


(195v.) And nowe it is ordered that if the defendantes to Mr Alder- 
man Brookes bill do not put in their aunswer to the sayd Mr Alder- 
man Brookes bill before tomorrowe at night that then an attachment 
shalbe awarded ex officio. 


And nowe it is agreed and ordered by theis presentes that Robert 
Hill, officer of Bowthome ward shall demaund of Mr Henrye Maye, 
alderman, the severall sommes hereafter mentioned which he is 
behinde (viz.) for his assessament for the poore for a yeare and a 
quarter ilij s. ij d.; for the citties assessementes xij s. vj d.; for 
assessament to Hull uj li.; for his debt to the common chamber dewe 
at Martinmas and Penthecost last v li. vj s. vitij d. and that if he do 
not furthwithe paye the same that then the sayd officer shall demaund 
this v li. vj s. vuj d. of Mr John Weddell who is bound for the 
payment theirof and if he do not paye the sayd v hi. vj s. viij d. that 
then he shall be sewed upon his bound made for payment theirof. 


Note he is behind for the pore second October 1588 half a year, 
~ 26s. 8d. and in 1589 a whole year, 4 markes, and for the precher 
therfor ij yeares ended at Easter 1590, xx s. 


(196r.) Secundo die Octobris, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And it is nowe agreed and ordered by theis presentes that everye 
aile brewer within this cittie shall from henceforthe sell their aile for 
ij S. vilj d. the soo, every soo conteyninge seaven gallons owte of the 
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fatt and that every tipler within the same cittye shall sell their aile 
being olde and sett aile for vj d. the aile gallon aswell within their 
howses as without and so accordinge to that rate and not above and 
that the officers of everye ward shall presentlye give warninge to all 
the same aile brewers and tiplers so to do (viz.) everye officer to the 
brewers and tiplers in the ward wherof he is appointed officer and 
unto the serchers of the bakers to commaund their company to bake 
white bread after the rate of xxiiij s. the quarter. 


(196v.) Also it is agreed that the wardmote shalbe kepte on 
Wednesdaye next (viz.) Walmegate ward and Micklithward in the 
forenone and Monckward and Bowthome ward in the after none in 
the places accustomed. 


And it is agreed that the Quarter Sessions within this cittye shalbe 
kept upon Frydaye next at the common hall. 


And it is agreed that severall preceptes shalbe made to everye the 
officers of every severall ward to levye of the severall constables of 
everye parishe which have not made their weeklye certificate 
towchinge undersettles and suche as are latelye commed into their 
severall parishes accordinge to the order theirfore made in that 
behalfe for everye default xij d. 


And it is agreed that Mr Askwith, Mr Trewe and Mr Birkbie, 
aldermen shall make their repaire with Mr May, alderman, to the 
house of the sayd Mr May in St Saviourgate and viewe the same and 
sett downe and appoint therin sufficient and convenient rowmes for 
John Cheifman to dwell in and to keepe and teache suche poore 
children therin to knitt as shall be appointed unto him to be taught, 
if the sayd aldermen shall thinke the same house to be a convenient 
house for that purpose and their upon to agree with the sayd 
Alderman Maye for the yearlie rent of suche parte of the same 
howse as they shall like upon and appoint for the purpose aforesayde. 


(197r.) And nowe two of the Quenes Majestes writtes for electinge 
of a clerke in place of Leonard Belt, disceased, for kepinge the 
lesser part of the seale for recognizances accordinge to the forme of 
the statute made at Acton Burnell to be taken within this cittye 
thone procured by Mr Christofer Davill, gentleman, and thother by 
Thomas Rogerson common clerke of this cittye and allso a lettre 
from my Lord Chauncellor directed to the Lord Maior, aldermen 
and sheriffes of this cittie in the behalfe and commendacion of the 
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sayd Mr Christofer Davile for the same office which were redd upon 
Frydaye last were nowe also openlye redd upon againe. And ther- 
upon, Thomas Smithson by the most voyces of theis presentes and 
of commoners named by my Lord Maior and called into this courte 
for that purpose, (viz.): 


Richard Hutton George Elwicke 
Thomas Ketland John Busfeilde 
William Smithe John Mansell 
William Beckwithe John Mawde 
Thomas Waller Robert Hudson 
Henrye Wilkinson Henrye Metcalfe 
Richard Whittington Lawrence Edwardes 
Thomas Asquithe Roberte Cottrell 
Roberte Pearson John Stephenson 
John Bilbowe Gelberte Coldwell 


ys chosen in place of the sayd Leonard Belt to have the custodye of 
the sayd lesser parte of the sayd seale and to do thoise thinges which 
to the custodye therof do belonge and appertayne. Wherupon, the 
sayd Thomas Smithson, being so elected and called into this courte 
haith nowe required to be made a free man of this cittye and haithe 
agreed to give and paye into the comon chamber of this cittie 
(197v.) furthwithe for his fredome x li. which is graunted unto him 
and theirupon he haith nowe taken his franchesed othe and so is 
becomd a freman of the same cittye. 


Decimo querto die Octobris. 


And nowe it is agreed that by the most voyces of theis presentes that 
the writt for electinge of a clerke in place (198r.) of Mr Leonarde 
Belt deceased for kepinge the lesser parte of the seale for recogniz- 
ance accordinge to the forme of the statute made at Acton Burnell 
to be taken within this cittye which was procured by Mr Davell, 
whiche writt was the first received by the Lord Maior and is directed 
to the Lord Maior and sheriffes of this cittye to cause a clerke to be 
cosen, shalbe retorned under the common seale of this cittye. 


And nowe it is agreed that Mr Thomas Harrison, alderman, shall 
have the custodye and kepinge of the key of the common seale, 
which Mr Christofer Harberte, alderman late hadd, in place of the 
sayd Mr Alderman Harberte disceased. 
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(198v.) To the worshipfull my verie loving frendes the Lord Maior 
of the cittye of Yorke and the sherifes and aldermen of the 
same give thes. 


After my verie hartie commendacions to your Lordship and the 
rest. Wheras I am given to understand that by the late death of your 
late towne clarke ther remayneth now voyde the office of clarke of 
the statutes and keper of the litle seale of the cittie of Yorke for 
supplying wherof yow are to prosceed to elecion of an other fitt 
man by vertue of her Majestes write de custode minuis pecie sigilli 
eligendo, I have thoughte fitt tendering the good and comoditie of 
your cittie accordinge to the custome heretofore used to send yow 
the sayd write and withall being enformed by some of good place 
here, and whom I credit well that Christofer Davell, esquier, a man 
both for his sufficiencie and honestie well knowne unto your selves 
is willinge to employe his best care and paines in the dischardge of 
that office, if yow shalbe contented to receive him therunto, to 
commend him to your favourable consideracion, for the same assur- 
ing yow that I shall take it in good parte if I shall understand that as 
well in reguard of my comendacion of him as also for his owne 
worthe yow shall make choice of him before another. Soe nothing 
doubtinge your good redines in this behalf and expectinge your 
answere I leave your lordship and the rest to the most mercifull 
proteccion of the Almightie. From the court at Oatelands, the xxij th 
of August 1590. 


Your lordships verie loving freind 


Christofer Hatton Cancellarum 


(199r.) Vicesimo primo die Octobris, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe it is agreed that a bill of complaint shalbe maid in the 
name of the Lord Maior, the aldermen, the sheriffes and cominalty 
of this cittye unto the Lord president and others of the Quenes 
Majestes honorable counsell in the northe partyes to request and 
move the sayd Lord and counsell to take suche order as that their 
maye be no lettres of previledge or in the nature of habeas corpus 
cum causa awarded from them for the dischardging or setting at 
libertye of persons arrested to aunswere unto accions or plaintes in 
the sheriffes courte for that therby not onelye the liberties of this 
cittye are greatlye infringed but also divers persons aswell cittizens of 
this cittye as others have bene theirby greatlye dampnified and 
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(199y.) have by meanes therof diverse tymes utterlye loste their 
debtes and not withstandinge the sayd previledges (as it is thought 
to this courte) are not warrantes or discharde in lawe to the sheriffes 
for the settinge of suche persons at libertye for that the sayd privi- 
ledge and lettres have not bene used tyme out of mynde of man, and 
that the same bill bene drawen first be redd and considered upon by 
this courte at the next courte daye. 


Also it ys agreed that Mr William Moorehouse shall have iij li. vj s. vitj d. 
forthwith payde unto him forthe of the common chamber of this 
cittye for his paines heretofore taken in this cittyes sute against 
Mr Palmes for the landes of Naborne. 


Also it ys agreed that Mr Roberte Askwithe and Mr Andrewe Trewe 
aldermen shall go unto the sayd Mr William Moorehowse and 
request him to be solicitor for this cittye for the procuring and 
obteyninge of the Quenes lettres patentes and grante of the con- 
cealed landes latelye founde with in this cittye and that if he will 
deale theirin that they shall give him suche informacions as they 
cane theirin and deliver him the particulares theirof which is alredye 
rated and that he shalbe thankefully recompensed hereafter for 
suche paines as he shall take therin and satisfied of suche moneye as 
he shall disburse towchinge the same. 


(200r.) Also it is agreed that the sayd solicitor shall repaire to 
Mr Heughe Bethell at London and use his advice helpe and direccion 
theirin, who haith promised to further the same, and that Mr Bethell 
shalbe thankefullie gratified for his paynes, advise and helpe theirin. 


And it is also agreed that Mr Andrewe Trewe, alderman, shall have 
v li. x s. allowed unto him for a hogesheade of wyne whiche he haith 
alredye delivered unto the sayd Mr Bethell which wyne it is agreed 
that the sayd Mr Bethell shall have in recompence for his former 
paynes taken towchinge the sayd conceyled landes. 


(200v.) Septimo die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe two bills of complaint or peticions to the Lord President 
and others of the Quenes Majestes counsell established in the 
Northe towchinge lettres of priviledge by them of late used and 
awarded for dischardginge of persons arrested, thone drawne by the 
common clerke of this cittye and accordinge to an order made at the 
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laste courte and thother drawne by Francis Killingbecke, attorney 
in the sheriffes court, weare openlye redd and therupon it is agreed 
by theis presentes that the substance of bothe the sayd billes shalbe 
drawne and made into one bille to be exhibited and that advice of 
learned counsell shalbe taken and had theirin. 


Also it is agreed that Uxor Bowes shall avoyd Uxor Ivison whom she 
haith latelye taken into her house as an undersettle and also her 
children forthwithe before she be delivered of childe and that 
Mr Alderman Harrison and Mr Alderman Trewe shall repaire unto 
the same house forthwith and se the same done accordingelye. 


(20/r.) Decimo tercio die Novembris, 32 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe it is ordered and agreed that a warrand shall be awarded 
unto Thomas Benson and Roberte Hill to apprehend and attache 
Thomas Burton and John Harbert by their bodyes and to bringe 
them before my Lord Maior and some one of his bretheren to shewe 
cause wherfore they will not paye suche arrerages as they are behind 
of the severall some upon them assessed for and towardes the releif 
of the poore and if they refuse to satisfie the same that they shalbe 
committ to ward untill they shall satisfie the same accordinge to the 
forme of the statute in that case provided. 


Also yt ys agreed that a lettre shalbe written to my Lord President in 
the behalfe of the Ainstye towchinge their yearlye assessementes 
for the Quenes Majestes provision requestinge that Mr Recorder 
and Mr Watterhouse maye be at the sayd devision of the wepentakes 
chardge in the West Riddinge with the justices of the same riddinge 
for that the men of the Ainstie do greatlye compleyne and alledge 
that they are overchardged with to great a some by the sayd justices. 


(201v.) This is the clause in the salt petermans patent under the 
great seale wherby he demaundeth to have cariages in the Ainstye 
to fetche him coles from Mr Gasconge pittes in Yorkeshire: 


Willinge and commaundinge you and everye of yow by theis presentes 
to be adinge and assistinge unto the sayd Quenes constable his 
deputies, factors or assignes in all thinges that shall be needfull, fitt 
and conveyniente for the makinge of salt peter aforesayd painge of 
usuall prices for carages accordinge to our lawes. 
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(202r.) And nowe it is agreed that Mr Askwith, Mr Robinson, 
Mr Brooke and Mr Trewe, aldermen shall at suche convenient tyme 
as they shall thinke meete assemble them selves together and go 
into St George close and therin shall appointe and set forthe suche a 
convenyente place as they shall thinke meete for a donghill for the 
layinge and placinge of suche donge as is nowe layinge and placinge 
of suche donge as is nowe lyinge without Castlegate posteron and of 
such donge as hereafter shalbe brought forth at the sayd posterne by 
the cittizens of this cittye or their servantes and shall cause foure or 
aS manye staikes as they shall thinke conveniente to be stricken 
down in the sayd close within the compasse of which stakes the 
donge shalbe layde and the dongehill kepte. 


Also it is agreed that the aldermen in Allhallowes parishe and peter- 
layne litle, the aldermen in St Michaelles at Owsbrigge ende and the 
inhabitantes of Castlegate shall forthwith levye in everye parishe 
aforesayd v s. towardes the clensinge of the dongehill at Castlegate 
posterne and the donge in the layne betwene Castlegate and the 
posterne and that the same shalbe presentlye clensed into the place 
appointed in St George close for the same or to the Castle Mylnes. 


And it is also agreed that Mr Alderman Brooke, being tenant of the 
Frears and the tenantes of the gardins on thother syde of the layne 
leadinge from Castlegate unto the Castle milnes postorne, betwene 
the sayd Frears and gardins shall pave the sayd layne sufficientlye 
before the feaste of the Purificacion nexte comminge and for that it 
is nowe alledged by (202v.) the sayd Alderman Brooke that the 
same pavinge was in decaye before that he was tenant of the sayd 
Frears it is further agreed that the sayde Alderman Brooke and the 
sayd tenantes shall have some allowance payd to them forthe of the 
comon chamber of this cittye suche as this courte hereafter shall 
thinke meete towardes their chardges of the sayd pavinge for this 
tyme imediatly after they shall have paved the same layne. 


(203r.) Quarto die Decembris, 33 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe Mr William Calome and Mr John Yodale, sheriffes, toke 
their othes accustomed for the assistinge of the Lord Maior in the 
office of maioraltie. 
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Also it is agreed that William Harrison younger, tiler, shall upon his 
good behaviour repare the calseys withoute Walmegate barre, 
Mouncke barre, Micklith barre and Baggargate, which William 
Harrison his father late deceased hadd and he to have the fees 
theirfore dewe. 


And nowe it is agreed that a lettre shalbe written to my Ladye 
Wandesford for the 15 li. arrerages of rent dewe at Michaelmas last 
past by Sir Christofer Wandesford her late husband for landes in 
Kirklington for a yeare then ended. 


(203v.) Also it is agreed by theis presentes that everye ayle brewer 
within this cittye shall from henceforth sell their aile for 1j s. x d. the 
soe everye soe contayning seaven gallons at the fatt syde, and that 
everye tipler within the sayd cittye shall sell their ale beinge sett ale, 
for vj d. the ale gallon aswell within their howses as without and so 
accordinge to that rate and not above untyll they shall have other 
prices. 


And nowe Thomas Ketland, baker, beinge presented by the 
searchers of the baikers for baykinge of bread on the Sondaye, 
contrarye to the baykers ordinarye and appearinge in this courte 
dothe confesse the same offence and doth submitt him selfe to paye 
suche fyne for the same as shalbe assessed by this courte, and their 
upon the same fyne is by theis presentes released to vj s. viij d. to be 
payde to the handes of William Halley and by him to be delivered or 
payd over (viz. ) thone halfe to the chamberlaynes and thother halfe 
to the searchers of the sayd occupacion forthwithe. 


And wheras the xx th daye of Maye in the xv th yeare of the Quenes 
Majestes reigne, Mr Christofer Harbete then beinge Lord Maior, yt 
was in this courte emongeste other thinges agreed that who should 
laye anye dounge in Hungate enenpste the Frear walles should paye 
for everye burthen xij d. as by the (204r.) same acte appeareth, 
which acte the xxiuj th daye of Aprill in the xxj th yeare of the 
Quenes Majestes reigne that nowe is, Mr Robert Criplinge being 
then Lord Maior, was ratifyed and confirmed, and for the better 
execucion therof, Robert Godson, John Newby, John Yates and 
Thomas Vavse weare then appoynted oversears and presenters and 
they to have thone halfe of everye suche presentment as by the sayd 
confirmacion or order therof made the sayd xxiij the daye of Aprill 
maye appeare, which order and confirmacion beinge nowe seene 
and perused by theis presentes weare thought to be verye good, 
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coveneniente and needfull to be observed and mayntayned 
wherupon it is nowe ordred, enacted and established by theis 
presentes that the sayd orders and ratificacion shall from henceforthe 
stand and be in their full force and be ratified, confirmed and estab- 
lished to remayne and contynewe for ever; and nowe it is further 
ordred that if anye person shall hereafter ley anye donge, ashes, 
sweppings or filth in Hungate in the sayd place that the same person 
so offendinge beinge a howshoulder and the Master, Mistress or 
Dame of the same person beinge a tenant shall forefett and paye for 
everye burthen soo or scuttle full so their layd or caste xij d. and 
John Newbye and Francis Newbye are for the better knowledge of 
the offenders therin appointed overseers and presenters, and it is 
ordered that they shall have the one halfe of everye suche fyne 
wherof they shall make presentment (204v.) and everye other person 
that will to make presentment; and it is further ordred that the 
constables of Crux parishe, St Saviours parishe and of Christes 
parishe in Collyargate and the Shambles shall be commaunded to 
give warninge to everye the sayd inhabitantes being househoulders 
of the sayd parishes forthwithe to send one able person to helpe to 
remove the doung hill and filthe which is nowe layde in Hungate 
forthe of the same and to give warninge that none be layde their 
agane hereafter upon payne of everye househoulder offendinge in not 
sendinge one sufficient person thither for that purpose to forefett 
x1j d. and everye constable making defalt to forefete iij s. ij d. 


Undecimo die Decembris, 33 Eliz. (1590). 


(205r.) And wheras John Smith late of the cittie of Yorke, gentle- 
man, dyd by composition with the occupacion of mylners occupie 
one malt milne within his house for gryndinge his owne malt for his 
owne use of brewinge payinge yearly theirfore unto the searchers of 
the sayd occupacion for the tyme beinge ij s. iiij d. duringe the life 
of the sayd John Smithe which sayd John Smithe beinge nowe 
departed this cittye haith graunted his sayd tenemente and mylne to 
one William Northe againste whom the occupacion of milners do 
fynd them selves greved for occupyenge the sayd milne wherfore it 
is nowe agreed and ordered by this courte that the sayd William 
Northe shall furthwith paye to the searchers of the sayd occupacion 
of mylners to the use of the sayd occupacion i1j s. i11j d. for everye 
yeare and so accordinge to the rate of ilj s. iiij d. by yeare for so 
longe tyme as he haith alredy occupied the same before Martinmas 
last and from Martinmas yearelye to the sayd searchers for the tyme 


128 YORK HOUSE BOOK 30 (1588-1590) 


beinge to the use of the sayd occupacion duringe the life of the sayd 
John Smithe the somme of ij s. at Penthecost and Martinmas by 
even porcions provided alwayes that he do not occupie the same but 
onelye for the grindinge of his owne malte anye ordynance in the 
milners ordinarye to the contrarye in anye wise not withstandinge. 


(205v.) And it is agreed that John Cheifman shall begine withe his 
yeare for teachinge of poore children within this cittye to spinn and 
knitt at Lammas last and that he shall have yearelye from hence 
further x li. everye yeare to be payde unto him quarterlye and after 
three yeares be ended then to have yearlye from thenceforthe 
vj li. x11j s. 11) d. yerly for teachinge of the sayd poore children. And 
that after everye child have bene withe him one yeare that then he 
shall geve everye of them reasonable wages for their worke. 


Decimo octavo die Decembris, 33 Eliz. (1590). 


(206r.) And nowe it is agreed that Edward Exilbye shall have a 
lease for xxi tye years from Martynmas last of the house, garden and 
orchard without Monckbarre wherin Thomas Barker dwelleth, late 
beinge a pece of waist or voyde ground lyinge upon Hewarthe 
Moore, bothe which were heretofore demysed to the sayd Thomas 
Barker for certeyne yeares ended at Martynmas last past, the said 
Edward Exilbye payinge the old rent of iijs. iiij d. at Penthecost and 
Martinmas and payinge fourtye shillinges for a fyne (viz.) xx s. in 
hand and other xx s. at Penthecost which shalbe in the yeare of our 
Lord God 1592, and he to covenaunt not to displace the sayd 
Thomas Barker duringe his life and that he shall presentlye after the 
death of the sayd Barker pull downe the sayd house wherin Barker 
nowe dwellethe and not buyld anye house theirin agane and to mayn- 
tayne the fences and to repaire and keepe cleane the hyewaye which 
joyninge upon the sayd gardin and orchard. 


Also it is agreed that assurance shalbe taken from Maistris Marye 
Wharton, late wife to Antonye Wharton and her children or from 
suche as have right of a messuage or tenemente in Micklegate nowe 
in the tenor or occupacion of Symon Runder to thuse of this corpora- 
cion and of their successors for ever in recompence and satisfaccion 
of CC li. given by the last will and testament of Mr John Beane, late 
alderman of this cittie deceased, to the poore of the same cittye. 
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And nowe it is agreed that Anne Talor, a poore old woman, shalbe 
placed in the measondewe upon Owsbrigge in the place which is 
now voyde by the deathe of Elizabeth Trewe, late deseased. 


(206v.) Vicesimo tercio die Decembris, 33 Eliz. (1590). 


And nowe a lettre sent from her Majestes honorable counsell in the 
North partyes towchinge the payment of the somm of xvj li. xij s. to 
be payd by thenhabitantes within the wapentake of thainstie to her 
Mayjestes purveyor for the provision of beaves and muttons for her 
Mayjestes houshould for one yeare ended at Michaelmas last past 
was redd, the which letter hereafter followethe (viz. ): 


To the right honorable our verye lovinge frend the Lord Maior of 
the cittye of Yorke geve theis. 


Thes are to will and require you that forthwith upon the sight hereof 
you levye or cause to be levyed all suche severall sommes of moneye 
as arre arreare and behinde for the provision of her Majestes most 
honorable houshould within your several presinctes and jurisdiccion 
of this cittye and countye of the same and paiable at (207r.) 
Michaeltide last past togeather with all arrerages for this yeare past 
(if anye be) accordinge to your owne agreament to the same 
composition and make payment therof accordinge to your former 
direction within xij dayes next after the date hereof at the cittye of 
Yorke to the handes of Edward Withes or his deputye. And the 
rather because we have receaved the copie of a lettre from the right 
honorable our verye good lord the Lord President of this counsell, 
the which letter Sir Francis Knowles and the rest of her Majestes 
officers of the grene clothe wryte unto his Lordship upon complaint 
made by the sayd Edward Withes of your slacknes in that service 
wher they signified unto his Lordship that upon notice geven of the 
names and dwellinge places of suche as refuse payment to this 
composition, they will presentlye send a marshall for them to 
aunswere that their obstinat dealinge at the courte in consideracion 
wherof and for that the sayd Edward Withes is by reason of your 
sayd slacknes purposed to yeild up his place in dischardginge that 
service in which doinge the composition is like to breake and your 
selves and the countrye greatlye hindered and trobled the which 
inconveniencye we hoope you will prevent by your more forwardnes 
here after and thus not doubtinge but you will have a caire that the 
same somes be payd at the dayes before mentioned withe our hartie 
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commendacions we leave you in the handes of thalmightie. At 
Yorke, this xix th of December 1590. 


Your verye lovinge frendes, 


Lawrence Mers 
Edward Stanope 
William Cardynall 
Raulf Rokeby 


(207v.) which being redd it is nowe agreed by theis presentes that 
preceptes shall be furthwith made to levye the same some as the 
same is rated and assessed accordinge to the last assessament for the 
last payment therof made the xij th of August last past. 


(208r.) Also it ys agreed that a lettre shall be written to my Lord 
Darcye towchinge the vj li. which his Lordship in satisfaccion of so 
muche of the moneye which is owinge for powther promissed to 
paye unto Edward Wythes the purveyour for the arrerages of the 
last yeare payment for that the sayd Edward Wythes dothe demaunde 
the same sayinge that he is not satisfied theirof. 


And nowe Henry Metcalfe, one of the chamberlanes of this cittye 
appearinge in this courte to awnswere unto certane misdemeaners 
and contemptes by him committed against my Lord Maior and 
towching certane stubburne and unreverent speaches by him spoken 
to my Lord Maior at the staythe at such tyme as he was commaunded 
to attend upon the cittyes workes at the staythe and for that in 
contemptuous and unreverent sorte he their openlye willed certeyne 
persons to beare him witnes that my Lord Maior called him stubbarne 
knave or currish knave (208v.) and that he would lye him by the 
heeles and also for that yesterdaye he beinge sent for by my Lord 
Maior by one of the officers to come and sitt in the chequor courte 
with my Lord Maior to execute his office refused to do and would 
not come thither untill that he was sent for by esquier at mace and 
nowe being hard at lardge what aunswere he cann make theirunto 
and howe and in what manner he cann excuse him selfe towchinge 
the premisses and therupon he being put forthe of this courte and 
dewe consideracion being hadd aswell of the matters objected 
against him as of his aunswere towching the same it is thought to this 
courte that the matters by him alledged in aunswere or for his 
excuse towchinge the premisses are not sifficient. Wherupon he 
being called into this courte againe and willed to confesse his 
offence and to submitt him selfe for the same did submitt him selfe 
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for the same and for that neither he dyd confesse that he hadd so 
offended neither semed or uttered in speaches to be sorye for the 
same offences neither dyd submitt him selfe for the same in such 
humble and dewtifull mannor as it was thought by this courte he 
ought to have done and as his offences deserved, it is theirfore nowe 
agreed by theis presentes and so ordered by this courte that the sayd 
Henrye Metcalfe shalbe committ to ward their to remane for the 
space of six dayes next ensewinge and that he shall paye for his fyne 
in this behalfe iij li. vj s. viij d. to thuse of this Corporacion and that 
he shall not be delivered forthe of preson untill he shall have payd 
the same fyne. 


(209r.) And nowe it is agreed that Mr Alderman Trewe shall have a 
lease from Martinmas last for xxj tie yeares of St Georges House 
and of the fishinge of the gote betwene Castle Milnes and Owse 
nowe in the occupacion of William Bell and Robert Smalcher, 
painge xxillj s. rente and suche covenaunts to be conteyned theirin 
as are tholde lease. 


Forasmuche as John Watson, mercer, who was commaunded by 
thofficer to have appeared heare at this courte upon payne of x li. to 
have aunswere unto suche contemptes and matters as at his comminge 
should have bene objected against him, haith not appeared but 
wilfullye as it is thought to this courte absented him selfe in con- 
tempte of this courte, it is theirfore nowe agreed by theis presentes 
and so ordered by this courte that the sayd John Watson shall paye 
for a fyne for his contempte to thuse of this Corporacion 
lij li. vj s. vulj d. and that the officer shall furthwithe take and carye 
the sayd John Watson to ward their to remane untill he shall have 
payd the sayd fyne and untill he shall be enlarged furthe by my Lord 
Maior. 


(209v.) Octavo die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 


(210r.) Also it is agreed that all thoise whiche have heretofore made 
presentment of anye landes or tenementes as conceiled wherot 
agreament is to be taken from the Quene Majestie shalbe com- 
maunded by the officers to be at the common hall upon Mondaye 
the xviij th daye of Januarye instant at one of the clocke in the 
afternone to give aunswere unto my Lord Maior and such of theis 
presentes as then shalbe their, what somes of money or contribucion 
everye of them will severallye paye for assurance of the same landes 
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to be taken from her Majestie and made unto them upon payne of 
everye one makinge default for forfaite, v li. 


Also it is agreed that preceptes shalbe awarded to the officers of 
everye ward to give commaundement to the constables of everye 
parishe to certefie under their handes in writinge into the common 
clerkes office before Mondaye nexte howe manye mault kilnes are 
in everye parishe and who are the occupiers theirof in whose houses 
the same are and whether the occupiers theirof do make but onelye 
their owne malte theirof or other mens maulte for moneye. 


Also it is agreed that Jennet Daniell shall have iiij d. everye weeke 
towardes the releife of two poore children (viz. ) John Chapman and 
Edward Chapman, infantes whose father is gone awaye and to 
begine on Mondaye next to be paid by the collector of Micklithward. 


(210v.) Decimo quinto die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 


And nowe Roger Thompson, glasier, is elected, chosen and sworne 
by the said Lord Maior, aldermen and sheriffes to be one of the 
common counsell of this cittye for glasiers in place of Miles Graye, 
glasier, who is not able to execute the same office. 


And nowe William Greneburye, draper, is elected, chosen and 
sworne by the Lord Maior, aldermen and sheriffes to be one of the 
comon counsell of this cittye for the tailors in place of Christofer 
Smithson, draper, deceased. 


(211r.) Die predicto. 


Assembled in the counsell chamber upon Owsebridge and from 
thence assembled in the common hall of this cittye the daye and 
yeare aforesayd for eleccion of the newe Lord Maior accordinge to 
the chartre of eleccion and upon thre elites put in by the common 
counsell and head searchers of the xiij and xv craftes (viz.) 
Mr Thomas Harrison, Mr Robert Askwith and Mr Roberte Watter, 
aldermen, the sayd Roberte Watter is by the most voyces of the 
Lord Maior, aldermen and sheriffes, chosen to be Lord Maior of 
this cittye from the feast of St Blaise next for one whole yeare then 
next followinge. 
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(211v.) To the righte honorable and our verye good honorable John 
Lord Darcye at Aston give theis. 


Righte honorable, our hartye commendacions and duetye unto the 
same remembred. Wheras we have receyved lettres from her 
Mayjestes honorable counsell established in the Northe, wherby we 
are required not onelye to make levye and paymente unto the 
handes of Edward Wythes or his deputye of such moneye as was 
dewe to have bene payd at Michaelmas last past for the provision of 
her Majestes houshould but also of suche arreariges as are behinde 
for the yeare before which arreariges behinde for the yeare before 
beinge vj li. xij s. your honour at suche tyme as we sente unto the 
same for vj li. xv s. which was behind unto this cittye for gonne 
powther delivered in Anno 1588 did agre and promise to satisfie 
unto the sayd Edward Withes in recompense of the sayd money 
dewe for the sayd powther wherof we thinke that your honoure as 
yet haith not made the sayd Edward Withes privie wherfore our 
request is that it would pleas your honor to satisfie the sayd Edward 
Withes of the sayd vj li. xij s. accordinge to your Lordship agremente 
and promise so as he doe no further compleyne against us for the 
same and thus we do committ your honour unto the most mercifull 
proteccion of thalmightie whom we beserche longe to preserve the 
same. Yorke this xix th of January 1590. 


To the right worshipfull and our verye lovinge frende the Ladye 
Wandesford at Sockburn give this 


(212r.) Right worshipfull after our very hartye commendacions etc. 
Wheras the some of xv li. was dewe unto this corporacion at 
Michaelmas last for the arreariges of rent of certane landes in 
Kirklington for one yeare then ended which growndes you nowe 
have in occupacion as we are given to understand, wherfore we 
thoughte good to write unto you for the same arrerages requestinge 
that order maye be takne theirin by your worshippe for the paymente 
theirof so as the same maye be satisfied and thus expectinge your 
frendlye aunswere herein in writinge we comitt the same to the 
tuicon of thalmightye. Yorke this xx tie daye of Januarye 1590. 


Decimo octavo die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 


(212v.) And nowe it is agreed that George Rose, merchante, who 
upon the xv th daye of Januarye instant was elected one of the 
chamberlayns for certaine consideracions nowe theis presentes 
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movinge, shalbe spared and not takne to be a chamberlayne this 
yeare. And nowe Thomas Smithson is electe and chosen chamberlane 
in place of the sayd George Rose. 


It is ordered that wheras Mr Askwith, Mr Robinson, Mr Brooke 
and Mr Trewe, aldermen, dyd appointe for the donghill in St George 
close that they and theis (viz. ) Mr Harrison, Mr Birkbye, Mr Jackson, 
Mr Maye, Mr Mawde, Mr Murton, Percivall Brooke and William 
Gibson shall viewe the same agane and the place betwixte Owse and 
the Frear Wall and appoint whether place they thinke more meete for 
a donge hill and that also they shall vewe the troughe in the causey 
betwixt Castlegate posterne and the milnes; and if they thinke 
convenient to remove the same troughe that then the same shalbe 
removed to suche place as they shall thinke meete. 


And nowe all the sayd chamberlayns excepte the sayd Thomas 
Smithson and Thomas Sunley weare sworne and placed as followeth 
(viz. ) 
Richard Harbarte, merchaunte, 
Roberte Askwith, draper, 
Thomas Smithson, 
George Watson thelder, draper 
William Sonley, 
William Foxgill, inholder 
Roberte Cottrill, inholder 
John Jackson, inholder.'? 


(213r.) And also Richard Dickson, mariner and William Watson, 
fishmonger, brigmaisters for this yeare ensewinge were sworne and 
entred bound by obligacion for the exercise of their office. 


And nowe Mr Richard Harberte, chamberlane haith payd his 
exoneracion moneye to the handes of Mr Robert Askwith, 
chamberlayne, and so everye chamberlayne haith payd_ his 
exoneracion moneye to thother. 


Vicesimo secundo die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 
(213v.) And nowe it is agreed that James Boyes shall proceed with 
the matter alredye begonne for the sewinge forthe of the Escheator 


'° The Chamberlains had been chosen on 15 January. Thomas Smithson and William 
Sonley took their oaths on 22 January. 
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accomptes synce Mr Alderman Maulbyes tymes and that he shall 
have payd to him forth of the comon chamber iij li. iijs. iij d. alredye 
disbursed towchinge the same and that he shall deale withe the 
officers of the Exchequor to passe the same in as reasonable manner 
as he cann and that the chardges hereafter to be disbursed about the 
premisses shalbe allowed and payd forthe of the common chamber 
and he to conferr with Mr Alderman Trewe towchinge the premisses. 


And also it is agreed that the Mr chamberlains shall furthwithe paye 
to the old chamberlans that xxviij li. xj s. vd. the surplussage of their 
accompte. 


Also yt is agreed that Roger Esshe paying x li. shall have the peece 
of ground in Skeldergate which he nowe haith by lease graunted 
unto him and his heires in fee farme from this corporacion, payinge 
the old rent of ij s. i1ij d. yearlye at thold rent dayes. 


And nowe Mr Edward Beesley havinge perused proves forthe of 
theschequor upon two of the cittyes tenantes (viz.) William Blacke 
for a parcell of the mote without Bowthome Barr ledinge from the 
barr towardes Owse, and of a wedowe which occupyethe the house 
nexte the rounde towre without the barr (2/4r.) under the mannor 
walls is contented to staye his sute and Mr recorder or Mr Watter- 
house for the cittye and Mr Savile for him to se and consyder upon 
what title he hathe and what title this cittye haith to the same and 
what order they shall make theirin, he is contented and dothe 
promissed to stand unto and performe the same. 


xxij die Januari 1590. In domo mantionallis predictis maioris 


It is ordered by us the sayd Lord Maior and Robert Asquithe 
alderman, upon examinacion of the matter accordinge to the forme 
of the statute in that behalfe provided that Thomas Norman, the 
reputed father of a bastard woman cheld named Johan, begotten of 
the bodye of Isabell Wells, borne at Clifton shall paye weeklye unto 
the sayd Isabell towardes the releif and findinge of the sayd child 
everye weeke uy d. untill the child shalbe seaven yeares olde which 
child shalbe two yeares old at St Ellenmas next and she shall bringe 
the same upe. Yewen at the cittye afforesayd the daye and yeare 
abovesayd. (2/4v.) Whiche order, beinge so made and redd to the 
sayd Thomas Norman he dothe refuse to performe the same; 
wherupon he is by us committ to ward untill he shall putt in suretyes 
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to perform this order or to appeare at the nexte Sessions and to 
abyde suche order as shalbe then made accordinge to the statute in 
that case provided.*° 


Vicesimo septimo die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 


(215v.) And wheras John Watson, mercer, was presented at the 
wardmote courte for and concerninge a gratt betwene Alderman 
Robinson and him for which offence he was amercied xls., the same 
fyne is nowe upon his humble submission moderated and it is agreed 
that he shall have abated theirof xx s. and so paye but xx s. for the 
sayd fyne to the common chamber, and wheras the sayd John 
Watson by order of this courte the xxiij tile daye of December last 
past was for his contempte committ to ward and pay ij li. vj s. vinj d. 
for a fyne before he was enlarged as by the same order appereth, it is 
upon his like submission also agreed that xx s. of that fyne shalbe 
accepted in satisfaction of xx s. which he heretofore promysed to 
paye to this corporacion for John Kirkbye franchesed money and 
othe xx s. theirof for his fine towchinge the same grate above 
mentioned and other xx s. theirof for his sayd contempted for which 
he was comitt to ward as afforesayd and that he shall have vjs. viij d. 
back agane of the sayd ij li. vj s. viij d. and so be quite of all theis 
matters abovesayd. 


Also it is agreed that Thomas Stephenson, late servante to Richard 
Mud, late taken and in person for suspecte of fellonye or bryberye 
shalbe whipped and delivered forthe of pryson. 


(216r.) Vicesimo nono die Januarii, 33 Eliz. (1590-1). 


It ys ordred that Anthonye Sandwithe shall be bounde with two 
suertyes to the peace against all men and to be of good behavioure 
towardes the majestrates of this cittye and he is committ to ward 
untill he shall enter bounde as aforesayd. 


And wheras the xxiij tie daye of December last past a fyne of 
1ij li. vj s. viij d. was imposed upon Henrye Metcalfe for certane his 
contemptes and disobedience for the releasing wherof he haith 
nowe made sute to this courte, notwithstandinge his suite for 


*° The text of the recognisance has been omitted. 
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certeyne consideracions theis presentes movinge, it is nowe agreed 
that this courte will have further consideracion of his good behavioure 
before that anye parte theirof be released and so the same asyett still 
to stand accordinge to the former order. 


(216v.) And wheras James Bowffeld dothe compleyne to this courte 
that his goodes are disteyned for parte of the taxe in St Sampsons 
which is behind by theis persons hearafter named they beinge 
particularlye assessed as hereafter is mentioned (viz.) William 
Gibson Wright vj d. William Watson xij d., Richard Wilson, 
constable xij d, Mr Thomas Hardwicke gent. i1ij d., George Watson 
ij d., Mr Henrye Gillinge gent. iiij d. William Dawson viij d., 
Martin Eamondson xx d. and Thomas Killingbecke ij s. vj d., he 
havinge alredye payd his owne assessamente; it is nowe agreed and 
ordred by this courte that a precepte shalbe made against the sayd 
persons forthewith to appeare before my Lord Maior to shewe 
cause wherfore they will not paye the same and that if they refuse so 
to do then they to be attached by their bodyes and committe to 
ward their to remane untill the they do paye the same. 


Wheras the laste daye of Januarye in the xxvj tie yeare of the 
Quenees Majestes reigne that nowe is, Christofer Maltbye then 
beinge Lord Maior of this cittye, it was enacted and agreed by this 
courte that thoise which from henceforthe should be chosen 
chamberlaynes of this cittye should from thenceforthe take their 
places and degrees as they should be of antiquitye of their infran- 
chesemente, provided that if the chamberlayne which the Lord 
Maior for the tyme beinge should chose for his chamberlayne and 
the first and (2/7r.) chefest of the other chamberlayns should happen 
to be both of one occupacion then it should be at the will and 
libertye of the Lord Maior to chose whither of those two should be 
first and chefest chamberlane as by the same order appeareth, 
which order beinge nowe by theis presentes redd, hard and perused 
upon good deliberacion theirof hadd, it is nowe ordred that not 
onelye the same order shall from hensforthe stand, contynewe and 
remayne in full force and effecte, but also that suche as hereafter 
shalbe chosen chamberlaynes of this cittye shalbe placed accordinge 
to the sayd former order in respecte of ther enfranchesmente and 
accordinge to the searchers rolles in respecte of their trayd and 
occupacion. 
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Fell, William: 168r 

Fester, Robert: 73r 

Fisher, Thomas: 190r 

Fletcher, : ho 

Fordens, Christopher: 128v 

Forest, Margaret: 180v 

Foxgale, William: 64r, 162r, 212v 

Fry, Thomas: 155v 


Garth, John: 148v 

Garret, Marjorie: 180r 

Gasconge, : 201v 

Gawyne, Alice: 122r 

Gibson, Thomas: 64r, 78v, 121v, 
143r, 144v 

Gibson, William: 115r, 146r, 175r, 
186v, 212v, 216v 

Gillinge, Henrye: 216v 

Gilmyn, William: 100r, 121v, 128r, 
135v,.162r 

Godson, James: 99v 

Godson, Robert: 204r 

Graves, Anthony: 105v 

Graves, Hugh: 64v, 73v 
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Graves, Thomas: 118v, 193v 
Gray, Miles: 91v, 210v 
Greenwood, William: 169v 
Grene, Martin: 166r 

Grene, Thomas: 166r, 166v, 190r 
Grenebury, Leonard: 118v 
Grenebury, William: 128r, 210v 
Greneup, William: 121v 
Grisdell, 215iy 


Haiton (Hayton), Jane: 168v 

Haiton (Hayton), William: 168v 

Hall, : 169v 

Hall, : 174v 

Hall, Henry: 65v, 72v, 83r, 86v 

Hall, John: 185r 

Hall, Leonard: 179v 

Hall, Nicholas: 64r, 154r, 185r 

Hall, Robert: 72r, 147r 

Halleley, Anne: 70v 

Halleley, Leonard: 126v, 187r 

Halley, William: 158r, 203v 

Hamon, Robert: 176r 

Harbert, : 139r, 170r, 188r 

Harbert, Christopher: 59r, 62v, 63v, 
64v, 75r, 86r, 97r, 104v, 115r, 153r, 
165r, 167v, 169v, 173r, 173v, 188v, 
189r, 198r, 203Vv 

Harbert, John: 77r, 210r 

Harbert, Richard: 212v, 213r 

Harbert, Thomas: 65v, 121v, 128r, 
162r, 163r, 169r, 169v, 194r 

Hardie, Ralph: 91v, 121v, 128r, 148v 

Hardwick, Thomas: 216v 

Hardy, Francis: 155v 

Hardye, Francis: 1013r (i.e. 113r) 

Hardye, Ralph: 176r, 180r 

Hargill, William: 145r 

Harper, John: 122r, 153v 

Harper, Thomas: 122r, 153v 

Harrington, Thomas: 128v, 194r 

Harrison, : 104v 

Harrison, Anne: 106r 

Harrison, Elizabeth: 78r 

Harrison, John: 78r, 104v, 106r, 128r 

Harrison, Richard: 106r 

Harrison, Robert: 128r, 162r 

Harrison, Thomas: 64r, 64v, 65r, 98r, 
115r, 153r, 175v, 177v, 187r, 191v, 
194v, 198r, 200v, 211r, 212v 

Harrison, William: 93v, 107r, 203r 


Harte (Hart), Ralph: 118v, 128r, 
135v, 162r 

Hartford, Peter: 75v 

Harwood, : 83r, 169r, 183v 

Hatton, Christopher: 198v 

Hewbanck, Oswold: 187r 

Hewett, William: 108r 

Hewitson, Anne: 123r 

Hill, Robert: 86r, 195v, 201r 

Hillyard, William: 64v 

Hodgshon, Ralph: 93v 

Holdsworth, Henry: 57r, 154v 

Holand (Howland), Giles: 119v, 
175r, 186v 

Holmes, Emmet: 130v 

Holmes, Lancelot: 130v 

Hopkin, Helen: 176r 

Hudlesse, John: 190r 

Hudson, Robert: 154r, 182v, 197r 

Huntingdon, Henry, Earl of: 66r, 
88v, 96v, 102r, 110r, 112v, 144r, 
177r, 181r, 182r 

Hutchenson, James: 156r 

Hutchenson, Robert: 64r 

Hutton (Hvton), Richard: 64r, 65v, 
86v, 118v, 121v, 128r, 169v, 197r 

Hutton, William: 70r 


Inglis, William: 168r 
Ivison, : 200v 


Jackson, Christopher: 104v 

Jackson, George: 64r 

Jackson, James: 190r 

Jackson, John: 6lv, 62r, 64r, 83r, 
212v 

Jackson, Leonard: 193r 

Jackson, Thomas: 64v, 65v, 75v, 76v, 
115r, 138v, 139r, 154v, 166r, 167v, 
175v, 177v, 183r, 183v, 187r, 212v 

Jaque, Francis: 109r 

Jenkins, Hugh: 168r, 184v 

Jenkins, Robert: 184v 

Jenkinson, William: 164r, 165r 

Johnston, Isabel: 78v, 180v 

Jordan, Thomas: 83r 


Karr, Ellis: 171r 

Ketland, Robert: 64r 

Ketland, Thomas: 110v, 128r, 135v, 
197r, 203v 

Ketlewell, Adam: 215r 

Kilborne, Thomas: 107r 
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Killingbeck, Francis: 200v 
Killingbeck, Thomas: 154r, 216v 
Kirkby, John: 60v 

Kitchinge, George: 64r, 118v 
Knowles, Sir Francis: 207r 
Kydson, Edward: 77r 

Kydson, Nicholas: 77r 


Lealome, John: S58v, 104v 

Laiton (Layton), : 168r 

Langwith, Tristram: 174v 

Leng, John: 184v 

Leng, Margaret: 184v 

Lenge, Alice: 180v 

Lewis, William: 155v 

Litster, : 104v 

Lobley, Richard: 190r 

Lovett (Levet), Percival: 64r, 86v, 
162r 


Maltby, Richard: 83r 

Maltscer, : 180v 

Maulby, Christopher: 82r, 216v 

Mangham, Ralph: 104r 

Mangham, William: 104r 

Mansell, John: 121r, 121v, 197r 

Marshall, John: 68v, 151v 

Maskell, Johan: 61r 

Maskewe, Robert: 72v, 73r, 115r, 
Pyst, 73v, 177%278v 

Maskewe, William: 118v, 190r 

Mason, Adam: 64r 

Mason, Alice: 142v 

Mason, George: 142v 

Mason, Margaret: 142v 

Mason, Roger: 142v 

Mason, Thomas: 64r 

Mason, William: 80v 

Mawd, : 182v, 212v 

Maxwell, Brian: 100v 

Maxwell, William: 100v 

May (Maie), Henry: 63v, 191v, 195v, 
196v, 212v 

Metcalfe, Barbary: 81v 

Metcalfe, Henry: 64r, 154r, 197r, 
208r, 208v, 216r 

Metcalfe, John: 128r 

Metcalfe, Thomas: 82r 

Morehouse (Moorehouse), ——: 78r, 
120r, 199v 

Morton (Murton), Richard: 65v, 73v, 
78v, 79v, 95r, 165v, 169v, 183v 


Morton (Murton), William: 151r 

Moseley (Mooseley, Moysley), 
Thomas: 58v, 59v, 65v, 73v, 86v, 
95r, 97r, 102r, 104v, 115r, 118v, 
1I3dV;c8S iv 19371635 166v;:4731r; 
L735 ATI; 1878, 215% 

Mudd, James: 60v, 61r, 82v, 167v, 
185r 

Mudd, Richard: 215v 

Myers, Robert: 64r, 86v, 118v, 121v, 
128r, 162r, 163r 


Nelson, Grace: 185r 

Newby, John: 204r 

Norman, Thomas: 214r, 214v 
Northe, William: 205r 


Ousfeld, John: 162r 


Pallizer, Christopher: 109r 

Pallizer, William: 109r 

Palmes, : 199v 

Parker, Thomas: 126v 

Patter, William: 132v (ii) 

Peacocke, Robert: 65v, 72v, 86v, 
115r, 167v, 185r 

Peacocke, William: 60v, 61r, 65v, 
115r 

Pearson, Robert (I): 64r, 108r, 126v, 
128v, 165r, 197r 

Pearson, Robert (II): 91r 

Pearson, Robert (III): 154v 

Percivall, Anne: 70v 

Peter, William: 64r, 128r, 135v, 178r 

Place, Christopher: 81r, 81v 

Plewman, William: 140r 

Plomer, John: 64r, 154v 

Plomer, Thomas: 153v, 167v 

Pollard, Matthew: 112r 

Prence, Robert: 121v 

Preston, Stephen: 154r 

Pullan, Henry: 64r, 65v, 86v 

Pulley (Powley), Anthony: 86r, 110r, 
119v, 147v, 186v 


Race, John: 64r, 121v, 128r, 135v 

Rawdon, John: 140r, 149r 

Reynolds, William: 68v 

Richardson, Laurence: 165r 

Richardson, Ralph: 80v, 97r, 119v, 
135v, 145v, 163v, 165r, 166v, 169v, 
170r, 175r, 186v 
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Richardson, Thomas: 92r 

Richardson, William: 162r 

Robinson, Cuthbert: 175v 

Robinson, John: 118v, 154r 

Robinson, Laurence: 73v, 75v, 79v, 
86v, 9S5r, 164r, 165r 

Robinson, Maud: 180v 

Robinson, Richard: 104v 

Robinson, William (1): 59r, 61r, 62v, 
64r, 64v, 65r, 65v, 79r, 97r, 101v, 


102r, 102v, 103r, 103v, 104v, 118r, 


L}9y, 135v. 1398, T5iv, 1731, 1734; 
175v, 177v, 187v, 191v, 193r, 193v, 
194v, 202r, 212v, 215v 
Robinson, William (II): 104v 
Robinson, William (III): 155v 
Roger, Matthew: 140r 
Rogerson, Thomas: 192r, 197r, 215r 
Rose, George: 212v 
Rokby (Rokeby), Ralph: 182v, 207r 
Rokby (Rokeby), Richard: 140r 
Runder, Simon: 206r 


Sadler, Robert: 80v 

Sandwich, Anthony: 64r, 193v, 216r 

Sandwich, Robert: 60v 

Savile, ——: 214r 

Sawghell, ——: 167v 

Sawghell, Robert: 178r 

Sawghell, Thomas: 178r 

Scotson, Cecily: 97r, 97v 

Scotson, Christopher: 97r, 97v 

Scotson, George: 97r, 97v 

Scott, William: 86v 

Shalley, John: 149v 

Shawe, : 182v 

Shawe, Richard: 112r 

Shereborne, Robert: 64r 

Shippert, Nicholas: 179r 

Shutt, Thomas: 142v 

Sinckinson, John: 179v 

Skaife, :91lv 

Skarbert, Simon: 118v 

Skarre, William: 114v 

Skelton, John: 109r 

Smalchar, Robert: 209r 

Smith, George: 137r 

Smith, John (1): 109r, 128r, 205r 

Smith, John (II): 102r-103v 

Smith, William: 128r, 190r, 193r, 
197r 


Smithsonne, Christopher: 109v, 121lv, 


149v, 210v 


Smithsonne, Thomas: 197r, 212v 

Sonlay (Sunley), Willliam: 212v 

Sothaby (Suthaby, Sothabie, 
Sothabye), Marmaduke: 60v, 65v, 
86v, 128r, 134r, 135v, 183Vv 

Sowray, Miles: 131r 

Spark, Elizabeth: 67v 

Spark, William: 67v 

Spinck, John: 57r 

Spinkes, Roger: 179r 

Spragon, Thomas: 64r, 151r, 190r 

Standeven, John: 64r 

Stanope, Edward: 207r 

Stele, George: I5lv 

Stele, Jane: 80v 

Stephenson, George: 180r 

Stephenson, John: 197r 

Stephenson, Thomas: 215v 

Stocke, James: 64r, 65r, 162r, 169v 

Stonas, Francis: 138v 

Strainge, nas k's 

Swynbanke, Robert: 64r, 154r, 168r, 
173 

Sym, John: 64r, 108v 


Taite, John: 193r 

Taler (Talor), Anne: 206r 

Taler (Talor), Martin: 119r 

Taler (Talor), Mary: 80v 

Tanekard, : 82r 

Tanfeild, John: 140r 

Tanfeild, Richard: L5lv 

Temple, : LO6v, 179v 

Temple, Thomas: 82v 

Tesimond, Robert: 82v 

Tessimond, Anthony: 15ir 

Theakston, Jane: 72r 

Thompson, Roger: 210v 

Thornton, Henry: 70v, 168v, 170v 

Thruscroft, Robert: 175v 

Tirrye, George: 128r 

Tomlinson, : 107r 

Tomlinson, John: 147v 

Tomson, David: 182v 

Toppyn, George: 57r, 64r, 82v, 190r 

Tottye, : 140r 

Trewe, Andrew: 59v, 6lr, 62v, 64v, 
65v, 67v, 92v, 104v, 106v, 129r, 
135v, 145v, 146r, 15lv, 154r, 157r, 
165v,.1734, 173v, 1752, V7S¥, AVY, 
179v, 182v, 193v, 194v, 196v, 199v, 
200r, 200v, 202r, 209r, 212v, 213v 
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Trewe, Elizabeth: 206r 
Turner, Christopher: 64r 
Turner, Philip: 118v 
Twaite, George: 77r 


Ubancke, ——: 126v 
Vavse, Thomas: 204r 


Waddesworth, John: 75v, 118v, 190r 

Waite, Peter: 6lv, 86r 

Walker, John: 92r 

Walker, Robert: 66r 

Walker, Roger: 91v 

Waller, Thomas: 197r 

Walls, Robert: 91v 

Walsingham, Sir Francis: 171r, 171v, 
121. L72v 

Wandesford, Sir Christopher: 203r 

Wandesford, Lady: 203r, 211v 

Warcoppe, Hugh: 78r, 81r, 81v 

Ward, James: 61r 

Warde, Francis: 118v 

Watson, Andrew: 64r, 121v 

Watson, George: 64r, 121v, 162r, 
190r, 212v, 216v 

Watson, John: 67r, 75v, 169r, 169v, 
179v, 209r,.215v 

Watson, William: 118v, 213r, 216v 

Watter, Robert: 58v, 67r, 115r, 120r, 
189r, 211r 

Watterhouse, Robert: 64r, 64v, 65r, 
201r, 214r 

Webb, Robert: 180v 

Weddell, John: 63v, 81v, 82v, 195v 

Wells, Isabel: 214r, 214v 

Wells, Johan: 214r, 214v 

Wetherell, George: 179v 


Wharton, : 145v, 170r 

Wharton, Anthony: 206r 

Wharton, Mary: 206r 

White, Sir Thomas: 77r 

Whittington, Richard: 64r, 197r 

Wilcocke, Anne: 195r 

Wilcocke, Charles: 195r 

Wilkes, Thomas: 102r, 102v, 103r, 
103v 

Wilkinson, Henry: 64r, 197r 

Wilkinson, Peter: 62r 

Williamson, James: 146v 

Wilson, Edward: 1013r (i.e. 113r) 

Wilson, John: 128v, 151r, 178r 

Wilson, Richard: 216v 

Wilson, Thomas: 64r, 128r, 135v, 
162r 

Wilson, William: 179v 

Wod (Wodd, Wood), Thomas: 8Ir, 
8lv 

Wod (Wodd, Wood), William: 75r, 
190r 

Wollow, : 102r, 103v 

Wray, Richard: 93v, 155r, 180v 

Wright, John: 118v 

Wright, Margaret: 109v, 179r 

Wright, Richard: 64r 

Wright, Sampson: 151ir 

Wright, Thomas: 71v 

Wright, William: 64r 

Wythes, Edward: 177r, 181r, 207r, 
208r, 211v 


Yates, John: 204r 

Yeates, ——: 80r, 179v 

Yodall (Yowdell), John: 60v, 64r, 
128r, 134r, 194r, 194v, 203r 

Younge, Richard: 74v, 75r 
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Numbers refer to folios 


Acaster Malbis: 192v 

Acaster Selby: 192v 

Acomb: 192v 

Acomb Grange: 192v 

Agbrigg: 188v 

Ainsty: 59r, 112r, 176r, 177r, 181r, 
18lv, 188v, 193r, 201r, 206v 

All Hallows: (North Street) 114v, 
180v; (Pavement) 175v, 183v; 
(Peaseholme) 108r, 154r, 165v, 
183r 

Angram: 192v 

Appleton: 192v 

Askham Bryan: 192v 

Askham Richard: 192v 

Aston: 211v 


Barkston: 188v 

Beane Hill: 191r 

Beggergate: 203r 

Belfray parish: 168v 

Bickerton: 193r 

Bilbrough: 192v 

Bilton: 193r 

Bishophill: 71v 

Bishopthorpe: 192v 

Bolton: 192v 

Bootham: 97r, 101v, 104v, 107v, 
L621 1771, 0738, 1 Sye 8900; 195y. 
196v; (Bootham Bar) 213v 

Bow Bridge: 175v 


‘Cappon Call’: 111r 

Castlegate: 126v, 187r, 202r, 212v 

Castle Mills: 145v, 175v, 180r, 202r, 
212v 

Catterton: 192v 

Christ parish: 180v, 204v 

Claro: 188v 

Clifton: 214r, 214v 

Colton: 192v 

Common Hall: 75v, 86r, 88v, 95r, 
134r, 153r, 163r, 188v, 189r, 189v, 
194r, 196v 

Common pound: 111r 

Copmanthorpe: 192v 

Council Chamber: 65v, 75v, 86r, 97r, 
98v, 106r, 107v, 153r, 191r, 211r 


Crane House: 148r 
Crux parish: 175r, 204v 


Dringhouses: 192v 


Easedike: 193r 
Ewcrosse: 188v 


Follifoot: 193r 
Foss Bridge: 135v 


Greenwich: 17lv 


Healaugh: 192v 

Hessay: 192v 

Heworth Moor: 184r, 206r 

Holgate: 192v 

Hornington: 192v 

Hungate: 167v, 203v, 2041; (lane in 
Hungate) 189v 

Hutton: 192v 


Kingston upon Hull: 65v, 68r, 88v, 
99v, 102r, 108v, 110r, 119v, 121v, 
144r, 165r, 167r 

Kirklington: 203r, 212r 

Knapton: 192v 


London: 68r, 77r, 79r, 92v, 93r, 103v, 
104v, 119v, 144r, 155r, 170r, 173v, 
175v, 181r, 181v, 184v, 186v, 200r. 
(See also: Greenwich, 
Westminster, Whitehall) 

Lyme Regis: 102r 


Marston: 192v 

Mickle ward: 98v, 101v, 107r, 112r, 
1627, 1725 7/52,475v, 190r, 196v; 
(Mickle Bar) 141r, 203r; 
(Micklegate) 206r 

Middlethorpe: 192v 

Monk ward: 62r, 71lv, 72r, 78r, 78v, 
8lv, 97v, 98v, 101v, 104v, 107r, 
1621, 168r,; 168y,. 1722, 1752, 175v, 
176r, 183r, 190r, 196v, 202v; 
(Monk Bar) 93v, 169v, 203r, 206r; 
(Monk Bridge) 61r 

Moor Munckton: 192v 

Morley: 188v 
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Naburn: 92v, 120v, 199v 
Nether Poppleton: 192v 
Norfolk: 168r 
Norwich: 171r 


Oatlands: 198v 
Osgoldcross: 188v 
Ouse: 184v, 212v 

Ouse Bridge: 169v, 206v 
Over Poppleton: 192v 
Owston: 192v 


Paddithorpe: 192v 

Prison: S58v, 99v, 169v, 176r, 178v, 
215v, 216r, 216v; (Sheriffs’ prison) 
T7v, 128v, 132v, 140r 


Redhouses: 192v 
Rufforth: 192v 


St Anthony’s Hall: 154v, 180v, 183r, 
185v 

St Cuthbert parish: 72r, 108r, 145v, 
165v, 168r 

St George’s House: 63r, 176v, 202r, 
209r, 212v 

St John parishes: Del Pike: 155r, 
180v; in Hungate: 145v 

St Laurence parish: 111r, 175v 

St Margaret parish: 109v, 178v 

St Martin parishes: in Coney Street: 
147v; in Micklegate: 92r 

St Mary parishes: in Castlegate: 70v; 
in Lathrope: 108r, 145v 

St Maurice parish: 7lv, 72r 

St Michael parishes: De Belfray: 90v; 
at Ouse Bridge: 58v, 123r, 180v 

St Peter parish: 71v, 180r 

St Sampson parish: 78v, 180v 

St Saviour parish: 191v, 196v, 204v 

St Thomas Hospital: 61r, 80v, 167v 

St Wilfrid parish: 180v 

Sandwith: 192v 


Scagglethorpe: 192v 
Scotland: 150r 
Selby: 122r 
Shambles: 204v 
Sherburn: 176v 
Skelder gate: 175v, 213v 
Skewkirk: 192v 
Skip Bridge: 186v 
Skyrack: 188v 
Southampton: 195r 
Stamford: 188v 
Staincrosse: 188v 
Stancliffe: 188v 
Steeton: 192v 


Tadcaster: 170r, 182v, 192v 

Tang Hall: 106v, 163v, 175r, 182v, 
186r 

Thorp Arch: 193r 

Tickhill: 188v 

Tockwith: 192v 

Trinity Hall: 135v 

Trinity parish: 112r, 142v 

Twaitehouse: 192v 


Upton: 192v 


Walmgate ward: 6lr, 71v, 91v, 101v, 
104v, 107v, 109r, 109v, 123r, 147r, 
1677, 162y, 1637, 1721, T75r. Viv, 
183v, 190r, 191r, 196v; 
203r 

Walton: 193r 

Westminster: 64r, 74v, 132r 

West Riding: 177r, 177v 

Wharves: 147r, 149r, 169v, 208r 

Whitehall: 66r 

Wighill: 193r 

Wilstrop: 192v 

Woolas: 192v 


York Castle: 176v 
York Minster: 83r 


SUBJECT INDEX 


Subjects have been subdivided under the following main headings: 


I Civic personnel 


II Corporation finance and property, public health and entertainment 
III Corporation rights, regalia and customs 
IV Crime, punishment and legal matters 


VV Military matters 


VI = Poor Law 
VII Religion 
VIII Trade 


Numbers refer to folios 


I CIVIC PERSONNEL 


Auditors: 86v 

Bailiffs (Ainsty): 193r 

Bellman: 106r, 139v 

Bridge masters: 211r, 213r 

Burgesses: 64r, 64v, 65v, 78v, 79r, 
80r, 88v, 93r 

Chamberlains: 58r, 7Ov, 72v, 75v, 
108v, 154r, 166r, 170r, 186r, 188r, 
Zaks Zl2V, 2d3t, 2iby, 21 7x 

‘City husband’: 165v 

Collectors: 104v, 168r, 175v. Head 
collectors: 57v, 104v, 148v, 178r. 
Petty collectors: 178r. Tax 
collectors: 57r, 166r, 193r 

Common Councillors: 59v, 60r, 60v, 
73v, 75v, 76v, 86v, 149v, 152v, 
162r,. 169v,, 170v, 171ir, 4721, L72v; 
194r, 195r, 197r, 210v, 211r 

Common informer: 70v, 170v 

Common slaughterman: 138v 

Constables: 57r, 80v, 90r, 96r, 96v, 
97r, 98r, 98v, 106r, 110r, 162r, 
163r, 168v, 171v, 175r, 184r, 184v, 
196v, 202v, 209v 

Crane measurer: 104r 

Esquires at sword and mace: 6lv, 
66r, 80v, 83r, 98r, 156v 

Keeper of Little Seal: 195r, 197r, 
198v 

Knitting and spinning master: 205v 

Officers: 6l1v, 66r, 83r, 110r, 167r, 
168v, 209r 

Overseers of Tang Hall: 175r 

Pasture master: 91lv 


II CORPORATION FINANCE 
AND PROPERTY, PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Account of Corporation money: 
1671, 173v, 213¥ 

Building materials: 165v 

Debt: 175r, 186v. See also section V, 
ship money 

Entertainment: 77r 

Hygiene and public health: 121r, 
184v, 189v, 202r, 203v, 204r, 204v, 
212v 

Leases: 58r, 105r, 105v, 106r, 126v, 
148r, 163v, 187r, 206r, 209r, 209v, 
213v. ‘Concealed’ lands: 199v, 
200r, 210r 

Lime burning: 158v 

Monopolies: 74v, 1Olv, 151lv 

Purveyance: 177r, 177v, 181r, 188v, 
192v, 201r, 206v, 207r, 207v, 208r, 
211v 

Repairs: 61r, 77v, 79v, 93v, 108r, 
iiir, 128v, 1332, 137v, 1412, 1498, 
165v, 166v, 169r, 175v, 176r, 183r, 
186v, 193v, 202v 

Ship certificate: 109r 

Taxi S7r, 78, 1Z1¥, 132¢ (in) 


III CORPORATION RIGHTS, 
REGALIA AND CUSTOMS 
Boundaries: 65v 


Charters: fair: 94v, 97r, 170r, 173r, 
173v, 188r, 188v, 189r. Election of 
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sheriffs: 194r. For prisoners for 
debt: 80r 

Common seal: 198r 

Corporation swords and silver: 82r, 
86r, 158v 

Depasturing of animals in Tang Hall: 
163v 

Gifts: 79r, 80v, 96v, 200r 

Legal cases: 78r, 92v, 99r, 156v, 166r, 
175r, 199r 

Non residence of officials: 76r, 179v 

Oaths: 75v, 83r, 104r, 152v, 154r, 
194v, 197v, 203r 

Privilege: 199r, 200v 

Records: 101v, 120v 

Reversion of town clerkship: 171Ir, 
17 iv, LIZ 


IV CRIME, PUNISHMENT AND 
LEGAL MATTERS 


Agreements and ‘arbitraments’: 62v, 
154v, 166r, 166v, 183Vv 

Assault: 67v, 77v, 122v, 169r 

Cases: (Fell-Emandson) 62v; 
(Browning—Hutton) 70r; 
(Graves) 105v; (Wharton) 145v; 
(Richardson) 165r; (Grene—Skar) 
166r, 166v; (Thornton—Dent) 168v; 
(Bane—Beckwith and Morton) 
183v; (Brooke) 195v 

Complaints: 81v, 170v, 199r, 200v 

Contempt: 70r, 70v, 128r, 169r, 176r, 
193v, 208r, 209r 

Debt: 80r, 107r 

Disorder: 1035v, 1iiv, 1221, 1651 

Distraint: 186r, 216v 

Drunkenness: I11v 

Felony: 132v (i), 215v 

Forestallers and ingrossers: 168r 

Freedom from arrest: 199r, 200v 

Matrimonial disputes: 68v, 193v 

Murder: 168v 

Non-payment (of taxes, rates, rents): 
58v, 63v, 80r, 80v, 99v, 105v, 107v, 
144r, 145v, 164r, 167r, 168v, 174v, 
175r, 176r, 178v, 190r, 201r, 212r, 
212v, 216v. Arrears: 63v, 106v, 
179v, 180r, 182v, 195v, 203r 

Pillory: 111r 

Prisoners: 80r, 130v 

Quarter Sessions: 196v 

Robbery: 168v 
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Sheriffs’ court: 168v, 170v, 199r. 
Sheriffs’ Turn: 187v 

Slander: 70r 

Swearing: 128r 

Wardmote court: 101lv, 187v, 196v, 
215v 

Whipping: 215v 


V MILITARY MATTERS 


Arms: 98r, 118v 

Assessments and rates: 57r, 57v, 
164r, 165r, 165v, 167r, 168v, 170r, 
Vt 

Coats: 57v, 150r 

Horsemen: 59r, 63r 

Musters and training: 112r, 150r, 
181lv, 182r, 183r, 184r 

Officers: 63r, 168r, 183r 

Powder: 57r, 152v, 208r, 211v 

Ship money: 65v, 68r, 88v, 96r, 101v, 
108v, 110r, 119v, 144r, 164r, 167r, 
175r, 186v 

Show of armour: 184r, 184v 

Soldiers: 168r 


VI POOR LAW 


Apprenticeships: 78r, 93v, 104v, 
121v, 155v, L74v, 178r, 1791, 150 

Assessments: 67r, 77r, 80v, 83r, 90v, 
91r, 91v, 92r, 96v, 98v, 100r, 107v, 
120r, 1457, 1551, 1740, 179. 
Surplus of collection: 68v. 
Re-assessment: 77r, 92r 

Audit: 57v, 142v 

Cases of relief: 58v, 60v, 61v, 67v, 
6Sv,. /Or, 7 ir, 72r, 76v,, 80r, SOv, 
8l1r, 97r, 102r, 104v, 108r, 109r, 
109v, 110r, 112r, 114v, 119v, 122v, 
123%, 128v, 13, 142, 14775. 147, 
iSts,. itv, 155r,, 167v,.068r, P68v, 
175v, 176v, 179r, 180r, 180v, 184v, 
185r, 193r, 195r, 206r, 209v 

Fine to the use of the poor: 169r 

Hospitals: 61v, 80v. Housewife at 
St Thomas’ Hospital: 167v 

Knitting scheme: 156r, 191v, 196v, 
205v 

Lunacy: 6lv 

Maintenance order: 214r, 214v, 215r 

Medical help: 121r 

Removals of poor: 164r, 175v, 176v, 
195r, 200v 
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Search of dead body: 121r 

Search of poor: 164r 

‘Undersettles’: 128v, 132v (1), 196v 

Views of the poor: 101r, 175r 

Wills and bequests: 76v, 77r, 82v, 
145v, 170r, 206r 

Wool spinning: 180r 


VII RELIGION 


Attendance at services: 83r, 90v, 
106r, 162v, 163r, 190r 

Disorder: 105v 

Drunkenness: 105v 

Execution of policy: 162r, 162v, 190r 

Idleness: 83v, 162v, 169r 

Sermon: 183v 

Sunday closing: 83r, 83v, 90v, 110v, 
162v, 169r. Sunday baking: 203v 


VUIl TRADE 


Ale: 68v, 196r, 203v 

Apprenticeships: 92v, 163r. See also 
section VI, apprenticeships 

Bonds of Statute Merchant: 178v, 
179r 


Crane rates: 146r 

Dyeing: 171r 

Enfranchisements: 171r 

Export control: 79v 

Fair: 188v, 189r, 191r. See also 
section III, charters 

Kilns: 94v, 209v 

Mill: 205r 

Occupations: armourers and cutlers: 
91v; bakers: 92r, 92v, 100v, 148v, 
203v; blacksmiths and locksmiths: 
167v, 185r, 185v; brewer: 68v, 
196r, 203v; bowyers: 100v; 
butchers: 76v, 79v, 82v, 115r—117r, 
130v, 132r, 141v; carpenters and 
joiners: 143r, 143v, 144v; cobblers 
and cordwainers: 129r, 131r; 
coopers: 168v; fishmongers: 90v, 
194r; glaziers: 146r, 210v; joiners: 
178r, 185r; millers: 132r, 139v, 
141v, 148v, 205r; parchment- 
makers: 124r—126r; plasterers, 
tilers and bricklayers: 179v; tailors: 
210v; vestment-makers: 129r, 157r; 
vintners: 75v 

Salt: 97v, 147v, 151lv, 152r 

Saltpetre, 210v 

Starch: 74v 

Weights and measures: 79r, 91r 
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